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connections
Thank you!
To be honest I am not sure who came up with “Pastor Appreciation Month.” Was it the Hallmark
corporation looking for one more line of cards to sell? Was it a group of unappreciated pastors that
got together and devised a plan to infiltrate their congregations with the idea? More likely it was
congregation members who loved their pastors, wanted to encourage them and bless them, and so
the tradition began. This last scenario is the one I am going to settle on as the beginnings of what I
feel is a wonderful month.
Over the month of October I have been especially blessed by my family here at Trinity Church! You
have blessed me with baked goods, candy boxes, gift cards, notes of appreciation, cards of
encouragement, a strong handshake and a sincere conversation. You have blessed me by your
words, actions and expressions of thanks. I was especially touched on Sunday, October 26 as your
words of encouragement to me were shared at the end of the worship service. Thank you, Thank
you, Thank you!
My family and I really do feel loved and cared for by you at Trinity Church. It is my prayer that you
will continue in the good work and ministry. It is also my prayer that you will love, support and
encourage all our staff members here at Trinity Church. We all need to know that you are working
alongside of us and are doing all that you can to serve and love God with us.
I am reminded of these words from scripture,
“I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,6 being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus.
7

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I
am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with
me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth
of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:3-11 NIV
Blessings,
Pastor Chris
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INTRODUCING JOHN AND DIANE TAYLOR
Dear New Friends at Trinity,
I am John Taylor, privileged to be the new Worship Arts Director at Trinity. My wife Diane and I are
excited to begin our ministry and fellowship with you! Having traveled 41 miles to church for the
last 10 years, we are really looking forward to worshiping in our own community. We want to
minister among you, but we also want to get to know you and spend time with you outside of
Sunday mornings.
Though my wife and I moved to the south side of Holland 12 years ago, Diane is a native
“Hollander”. She was born and raised here and went to school at West Ottawa. She was the
former Director of Life Enrichment at Lakeside Vista retirement village, where she worked for over
25 years! She is a natural when it comes to working with seniors and she also has a burden for
food pantries.
I spent most of my latter school years in Grand Rapids, but have become a converted
“Dutchman”. I graduated from what is now Cornerstone University, and also from the seminary
there. We were both blessed to have been raised by wonderful Christian parents. Since both my
father and my brother were music professors and my mother was my piano teacher, I never really
considered having a choice about being involved in music. And though I have been a music
director in numerous churches from Michigan to New York to Florida, worship has of late become
a lifelong passion for me. I still have so much to learn about who God really is as a Person (not
just who I think He is) and long to learn what it means to do everything in my life as an act of
worship, not just duty. At our last music ministry, we really stressed that worship is about God, not
about us; and that He is much more concerned with our hearts, than He is about the style of music
we sing to Him.
I trust that those same principles will ring true in our ministry here at Trinity. We also want to grow
with you in making worship a daily experience, not just a Sunday ritual. And we want that
experience to become a lifestyle that draws people to Jesus. We trust that God’s Spirit will guide
us as to how to reach out into our community. I want to see Him show us how to present the
Gospel in their heart language so that they can understand who God is, how much He deserves
their worship and trust and how much He loves them and longs to draw them to Himself.
We really hope you will join with us in this adventure for the Gospel, that you will share your hearts
and lives with us and that you will partner with us to see Christ change lives in our community.
This is a daunting, but exciting task and one that will only be successful if we trust God to do
marvelous things and unite together in being used of Him for His glory! (Romans 11:36)
John and Diane Taylor

I am beginning to get to know you – and I like you! Thank you for your warm hospitality. As I have
visited different groups at Trinity and have visited with you in your homes, I am beginning to get a feel
for the needs of the seniors of Trinity. My prayer is that as we continue to connect over the weeks and
months to come, that you will feel comfortable to pop in to my office and sit awhile. My prayer is that
you will know that you are a vital part of our congregation, that your voice is heard, your hands are
welcome and your heart is cared for.
I look forward to serving in ministry with you as together we follow God’s call into the future.

Pastor Deb
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Introducing The Phil Quinn Family
My family and I are excited to begin building relationships here at Trinity Reformed Church! We also look
forward to making the transition to Holland over the coming months – I have spent quite a bit of time in
the area during the last five years, attending courses at Western Theological Seminary. We currently live in
Muskegon, where I have served with Love in the Name of Christ. I've had the privilege of directing the
transformational ministries, coordinating life skills classes and matching neighbors in need with mentors.
My wife Sonnet serves at The Hope Project - a ministry in Muskegon that works to raise awareness of sex
trafficking and to help restore survivors of trafficking in our area. We have two energetic and imaginative
daughters - Kaya, age seven and Jade, age five. Both girls keep us on our toes! Kaya is now in her second
year of gymnastics.
I'm still rather new to West Michigan, having grown up in Cedarville - just east of St. Ignace in the Eastern
Upper Peninsula. Sonnet grew up in Whitehall, and much of her family lives in the area. We met in a
college play at Central Michigan University - both of us enjoy the stage. I was Baloo, and she was a monkey.
The rest is history. We deeply enjoy Biblical storytelling, and we have loved working with children, youth
and young adults in all of the places God has sent us - Mt. Pleasant, Cedarville, Mackinac Island, Muskegon
and now to Holland.
I come to Trinity with a deep love for the church and for ministry with young people. I strongly believe that
every person in the body has a meaningful role to play, whatever their age or ability. One of my primary
passions is helping others to discover their gifts and to equip them to use these gifts in service of the
church and of the world. I have done that in youth ministry settings, coordinating mentoring programs, in
Human Resources and as a program coordinator with Love INC. I am deeply grateful to God and to this
church for the opportunity to serve among you in this way!
Phil Quinn
philquinn42@yahoo.com
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Date and Time:
November 9, 2014 at 6pm
Free Will Offering With Proceeds Benefitting
Soli Deo Gloria and Breakfast With Baby
Location:
Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue
Holland MI 49423

www.solicontemporaryballet.org
(616)394-7109

www.trinityrc.org
(616)396-6526
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Soli Deo Gloria Contemporary Ballet Performs “Sure Foundation”
Soli Deo Gloria Contemporary Ballet, Michigan’s first professional faith-based ballet
company, is partnering with Trinity Reformed Church to present the original work Sure
Foundation. Professional dance artists will engage the audience with classical and
contemporary ballet designed to uplift and encourage in a Christ-centered and
family-friendly way.
Soli Deo Gloria Contemporary Ballet was created in 2013 to share the hope of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and the refreshment provided through the medium of dance. A division of
Turning Pointe School of Dance, the company dancers are professional artists who have
worked and trained all over the nation and feel called to use their talent as ministry in
communities throughout the state of Michigan.
The Sure Foundation ballet production uses both contemporary Christian music and
classic hymns to take the audience on a journey of discovering and honoring Jesus Christ
as our sure foundation of the Christian Faith. The artists share their personal stories and
encourage the audience with a message of Hope.
During the event, time will be taken for a presentation by Breakfast With Baby – an
outreach ministry in the Holland area. Breakfast With Baby is a resource for expectant
mothers or mothers with children up to 12 months old who are facing financial or other
challenges. The ministry started in 2004 and is now supported by many churches in the
area.
The dance production is set to run at Trinity Reformed Church on Sunday, November 9,
2014. A free will offering will be given for both Soli Deo Gloria Contemporary Ballet and
Breakfast With Baby. Worship starts at 6pm.
For more information on Soli Deo Gloria Contemporary Ballet performances and outreach
events, please visit www.solicontemporaryballet.org or contact Artistic Director Alyssa
Coeman at alyssac@turningpointedance.org
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Salvation Army Angel Tree
Trinity Church is sponsoring a Salvation Army Angel Tree again this
year. Angel tags representing children in need in the area will be
available on Sun. Nov. 23. Simply choose a tag and purchase an
age-appropriate toy and/or cold-weather item for the child &
bring it back to church UNWRAPPED by December 14.
Questions? Contact Kim Schrotenboer (392-0522).

Please Help Wish Trinity’s
Missionaries A Merry Christmas!


Sign the Christmas cards on the Mission Table.



Make a donation toward Amazon gift cards.

Donations will be divided amongst the missionaries to purchase Amazon
gift cards which they can use to download books, music or videos, or make
a purchase. Look for the wooden donation box on the Mission Table.

All Women Are Invited
to

LADIES NIGHT OUT
An Evening With A Purpose. . .
Come for dinner, fellowship, and a variety
of hands-on activities that benefit Trinity’s
care ministry, missions, and outreach. Learn
about our new project on the Days for Girls page.

Third Thursday of the Month
Dinner: 5:30 to 6:15
Activities: 6:15 to 7:45
Dessert: 7:45 to 8:00
Sign up at the information table.
$5.00 for dinner and all activities.

Dates to Remember






November 20
January 15
February 19
March 19
April 16
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CONNECTION CAFÉ
Welcome to the Connection Café! The café is open every Sunday immediately
following worship. Come for free coffee, tea, hot cocoa, punch and treats. More
importantly, you will meet some great people! If you see a newcomer in church or
have a guest with you, invite them to the cafe and they will receive a warm
welcome.
We have a rotating schedule of people willing to set up the Cafe each Sunday morning. We would also
like get a rotating schedule for the cleanup (it is not hard and it takes only a little time). We need you.
If we can all share the work, it will be easier for all. Please call Jason or Judy Shoemaker 616-396-5539.
Thank you in advance.
We and our guests always appreciate the donated treats - thank you to everyone who keeps us
supplied! Thank you also to everyone who helps out in any way - you are appreciated!

STEWARDSHIP
As a member of the Stewardship Team, I was asked to submit an article on
my thoughts on stewardship. When I think of stewardship, I think of what God
has blessed me with. Since I am retired, God has blessed me with time. He
has also blessed me with health. So what should I do with this time?
One of the ways I have been spending some of my time is here at Trinity on
Wednesday evenings helping prepare meals. I enjoy working with and getting
to know the gals in the kitchen. I see Wednesday evening suppers as a good
way for our congregation to get to know each other. It also allows people from
the community to become familiar with Trinity. Gord and I have been able to
share a meal and get to know people from Trinity and the community. It is a
blessing to see people having a good time enjoying each other’s company.
Another way I spend some of my time is serving at funerals. When my parents
and Gord’s mom passed away, I appreciated the women of their churches
who were willing to give of their time helping our families. I feel as a church,
we need to be there when people are hurting.
I’m thankful for the time and health God has given me so that I can be of some
service to others.
Elsie Kossen
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED AT TRINITY CHURCH














Connection Café: Prepare, Serve, Clean Up, Provide Goodies
Youth Leader
Nursery Attendants (Infant and Toddler)
Visit Shut-Ins
Monday Morning Work Group (small maintenance projects around the church)
Community Kitchen at Western Seminary (1st Thursday@11am)
Breakfast With Baby @ New Community 4th Church
Trinity Care Closet (November 12 & 26 from 3-6pm)
Worship Leader / Praise Team
Join a Ministry Team
Sound Room (training provided)
Volunteer in the Church Office
Start / Lead a Small Group Based on Your Favorite Hobby

Happy Birthday!!
Ed Plaggemars
Carter Obaseki
Aubrey Nyhoff
Teague Bruursema
Heather Remillard
Christine Lindstrom
Ted Boeve

11/1
11/3

Virginia DeWent
Jessie Kooyers
Jeanne Dannenberg
Carla Brower
Phyllis Post
Heather Tindall
Lucy Jongekrijg

11/7
11/9
11/10
11/11
11/12

11/15
11/15
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/20

Connor Bos
Kristina Schrotenboer
Kelly Brink
Nancy Ponstein
Alice VerSchure
Barb Dalman
Kerri Israels
Ken Neevel

Happy Anniversary!!
Paul VanderStarre & Carol DeBoer
Scott & Marilyn Brower
Ross & Lara Helmus

11/5
11/7
11/9

Harold & Karen Brandsen
Jason & Judy Shoemaker

11/20
11/21

11/21
11/21
11/22
11/24
11/25
11/30
11/30
11/30
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NOVEMBER 2014 CALENDAR
November 2 - Worship and Communion 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Get Acquainted Gathering with
Deb Yurk, 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
November 3 - Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
November 4 - Basketball for Teens & Adults 6:30pm
Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
November 5 - Men’s Bible Study, 6:30am
Family Dinner 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm
November 6 - Women of the Word 9:30am
Community Kitchen @ Western
Seminary 11am
Consistory Meeting 7pm
November 9 - Worship 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
Sol Deo Gloria Service 6pm
November 10 - Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
November 11 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults

6:30pm

Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
November 12 - Men’s Bible Study, 6:30am
Care Closet 3pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm

November 13 - Women of the Word 9:30am
November 16 - Worship 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
November 17 - Stewardship Team 6:30pm
Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
November 18 - Basketball for Teens & Adults

6:30pm

Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
November 19 - Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Family Dinner, 6pm
Mission Team 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth

6:30pm

Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm
Mission Team 7pm
November 20 - Women of the Word 9:30am
Turning Pages Reading Group noon
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm
Worship Team 7pm
November 23 - Worship 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
November 24 - Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am
Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
November 25 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults

6:30pm

November 26 - Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Care Closet 3pm
November 27 - Thanksgiving Worship 9:30am
November 29 - Advent Decoration Set Up 8am
November 30 - Worship 9:30am

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE SPECIAL DATES IN DECEMBER!
December 4, 2014 - Congregational Meeting
Dinner will be at 6:30pm, followed by the meeting at 7:15pm.
Join us to celebrate God’s goodness here at Trinity Reformed Church!
December 14, 2014 - Evening of Worship
Christmas is a special time of praising God through song. Join us at 6pm
as John Taylor leads us in worship through favorite Christmas Carols.

Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
(Phil and his family will be introduced on November 10)
Cindy Jansen, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary
Gretchen Fisher, Assistant Treasurer

chris@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
cjrussell33@yahoo.com
barb@trinityrc.org
gretchen@trinityrc.org

2014 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Carol DeBoer
Dan Kruithof
Dianne Moker
Doug Schurman
Bill VanAuken

Kelly Brink
Kevin Brower
Rob Harrington
Ross Helmus
Tom Lampen
Steve Schurman

MINISTRY TEAM CHAIR PERSONS
Pastor Chris DeGraaf - Executive
Doug Schurman - Finance
Dianne Moker– Mission Team
Steve Schurman - Building and Grounds
Teresa Harrington - Spiritual Growth
Bill VanAuken - Worship
Jason Shoemaker– People Care
Ken Neevel—Stewardship

chris@trinityrc.org
douganddawnschurman@yahoo.com
D.moker28@gmail.com
sschurman0502@gmail.com
harringtont@westottawa.net
billvanauken@att.net
JasonShoemaker31@gmail.com
ken@rca.org

If you would like to join one of the Ministry Teams or if you have any ministry ideas,
please contact one of the Chair Persons.

