
   

 TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH  DEC 2020 

Connections 

1st Sunday in Advent 

November 29, 2020 

9:30am Virtual Chrismon Service 
 

Join us on WHTC, Facebook live or livestream from our website: 

www.trinityrc.org. You may also follow along with our online 

bulletin and song sheet. 

The early Christian community used a variety of monograms to 

symbolize Christ. The word “Chrismon” is a combination of the 

words “Christ” and “monogram”. They are meant to suggest     

various aspects of Jesus Christ.   

Modern Chrismons were introduced in 1957 at the Lutheran Church of the Ascension in                    

Danville, VA. Through this church, patterns were made available and the idea of having a  

Chrismon tree spread. Some of the symbols are: manger, crown, star, heart, cross, fish, 

lamb, lamp, chalice, scroll, rainbow, crown of thorns, Christmas rose, dove, shepherd’s 

staff, etc. etc. Perhaps there are other symbols you think of when you think of who 

Christ is and what he has done.    

If you have made Chrismon ornaments, please drop them off in the             

mailbox outside of the main entrance of the church. If you are unable to 

drop them off, please call Pastor Deb and she will pick  them up. If you 

can have them ready before Sunday, November 29, that would be              

helpful. 

During this Advent season, our tree will hold the many symbols that                 

represent the life of Christ. 

REMINDER!!! 

If you are preparing Christmas cards for our shut-ins, please deposit those 

in the mailbox outside of church by December 15. Thank you! 

http://www.trinityrc.org
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Dear Trinity Family, 
  The Restart team met Sunday morning after worship and discussed, at length, the current status 
of our community in light of Covid-19.  Over the past week, we have heard our local health system offi-
cials, not just the health department folks, begging everyone to be extremely cautious. Our own local 
hospitals are rapidly reaching capacity, and our healthcare system is being heavily taxed. Some folks are 
being turned away and are not receiving the treatment they need because of the limited resources 
available. In addition, as many of you have experienced, the group of people we know personally with 
Covid-19 or suspected cases of the virus is getting larger and closer.  
 As a team appointed by consistory to discern the best response to this growing health crisis, we 
have decided to pause our in-person worship for four weeks, beginning this coming Sunday, November 
22, through December 13. We believe that, as Christians, we can show our love to our local community 
by doing our part in reducing the chance of spread of this virus.  We would much rather have our body 
healthy and providing some sort of positive impact in our community than potentially being a burden 
on the healthcare system. 
 In the meantime, we are so very fortunate to utilize the technology available to us during this 
time of virtual worship. You may listen to our services via radio on WHTC on Sunday mornings at 
9:30, via Facebook Live at Trinity Church-Holland, or you can live stream our service from our website 
at www.trinityrc.org.   
 We will continue to communicate through our weekly bulletins and our monthly Connections 
newsletters which are both posted on our website.  If you do not have access to internet and are not 
already on our mailing list to receive printed material, please call the church office at 616-396-6526 to 
receive the mailings. (The office remains closed at this time, but messages are checked periodically.) 
 Please know that it is with heavy hearts that we have made this decision. Our love and care for 
you, your extended families, and our community has led us to this choice as the best response. May 
God bless you, and may you feel His loving arms around you during these especially trying times. 
  

Trinity’s Restart Team 
Elder Gregg Harper          Elder Jan VanAuken  Deacon Steve Lundy 
Pastor Phil  Quinn  Pastor Deb Yurk 

Dear Friends, 
 It was with much sadness that the "Covid Response Team" (Restart Team) decided to pause 
our in-person worship services. We know that scripture taches us to gather faithfully and how                        
valuable that time is. Some of you came regularly to worship in person, and others of you faithfully 
listen on the radio or Facebook live. We miss shaking hands, sharing smiles, seeing the children and 
engaging in Sunday coffee-time conversation.   
 Now we are asked to pause the habit we hold so dear, but we are not asked to pause in              
showing love to the folks we miss. Do you have a phone? Do you use email or Facebook? Do you have 
any note cards, paper, envelopes and stamps? If you do, then I urge you to go to the Lord in prayer 
and ask him to bring to mind someone whom you might enjoy talking with on a "normal" Sunday 
morning during coffee time. Who do you connect with there, and who has reached out to you at 
times? Who would you like to get to know a little better? Who might need a listening ear right now? 
Or some encouragement? Who have you been wondering about? Listen for the Lord's ideas for you, 
then do it! You will be a blessing! This is our mission field right now!  
 

Your Consistory 

December 2020 Covid Update 

x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://10
x-apple-data-detectors://10
x-apple-data-detectors://12
x-apple-data-detectors://12
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.trinityrc.org&c=E,1,DOovofeaVa8nAXfCY7ernXdyrheYTV-DXOqU3QHc31lLdkiN5JqGsiSu1ngfXnJzuGlCdFhlQdd9XZC1a2tLrvEsBFA9wrmhWEqfLt3ZwO_NYc60-kLoxlVS2Q,,&typo=1
tel:616-396-6526
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December 2020 Covid Update (con’t) 

The office will remain closed while the state is in Phase 4 which                    

requires people to work remotely if possible. When the state reopens 

to Phase 5, the office will be open but office hours may be adjusted 

to minimize face to face contact. In the meantime, if you need to 

meet with Pastor Deb, Pastor Phil, or another staff member, please 

make an appointment. In order to provide a safe work environment for 

church staff, please do not enter the office area without making prior                      

arrangements. We know this is not ideal and that relationships are so                              

important in carrying out ministry so we encourage you to call. We are here 

for you – but in a different way. 
 

Pastor Deb 269-599-8730 (cell)  Pastor Phil  906-298-1701 (cell) 
 

Note: Pastor Phil will be on vacation from 11/23 – 12/5/2020 

  Pastor Deb will be on vacation from 12/24 -1/1/2021 

 

If you would like to view a video link that is helpful in understanding Covid-19 

and the church, we would invite you to watch: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=U2XfobrA7wA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2Xy9xZkNcQomxxtGyCjLcO-
K8C7ytN1kLVJECiKa21AI5FvliVtQtecsM 

THE TEN COMMITMENTS 
I shall not come to church if I am sick. 

 

I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick. 
 

I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church. 
 

I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church.   
If I do not have one, one will be provided to me. 

 

I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church. 
 

I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church. 
 

I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60, have a 
preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk. 

 

I shall exit the building when the service is over. 
 

I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside  
after the service is concluded. 

 

I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior. 

When we gather again (although it is wise to follow these wherever we are) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2XfobrA7wA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2Xy9xZkNcQomxxtGyCjLcO-K8C7ytN1kLVJECiKa21AI5FvliVtQtecsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2XfobrA7wA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2Xy9xZkNcQomxxtGyCjLcO-K8C7ytN1kLVJECiKa21AI5FvliVtQtecsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2XfobrA7wA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2Xy9xZkNcQomxxtGyCjLcO-K8C7ytN1kLVJECiKa21AI5FvliVtQtecsM
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• Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM, via live stream 
at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm and live on Trinity’s Facebook page. 

• Join us for noon prayer time on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) Tuesday and Friday.  
• Don’t miss Kids Club every Wednesday evening on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland)!   
• The bulletin, Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals will be mailed to those who 

do not have internet access. For those with internet access, the bulletin, Connections 
newsletter and monthly devotionals will be available online. 

 

Bulletin:   -Go to www.trinityrc.org 
    -Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin” 
 

Connections:  -Go to www.trinityrc.org 
    -At the top of the page, click “Resources” 
    -At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter” 
 

Monthly Devotional: -Go to www.trinityrc.org 
    -At the top of the page, click “Resources” 
    -At the left hand side of the page, click “Daily Devotional” 

If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please call 
the church office and leave a message. With the landscape of Covid-19 changing             
frequently, in-person gatherings may be unpredictable so communication is especially 
vital to staying connected. If you already receive the bulletin and Connections, etc. in 
the mail, you need not contact the office. Be sure and check the TV stations though 
for last minute cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally. 
 

If you are attending in-person services and would like your name removed                        
from our weekly mailing list please contact the church office. 

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group will be meeting in the Game Room downstairs for the month of December. If 
Holland Public Schools are closed, we will gather on Zoom instead. Contact Pastor Phil for the 
meeting link! Youth Group meets from 5:30-7pm on Sunday evenings. 
  

December Youth Group Dates: 
December 6     December 13 
December 20    December 27 – No Meeting, Merry Christmas! 
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE: Glad Tidings! 
 

 As we near the end of 2020, we come to our final spiritual discipline of the year. We’re calling 
this “Glad Tidings” – the discipline of spreading hope, love, joy, and peace to our neighbors.  
 

We are called to lift one another up – to not forsake the holy community we have with one an-
other. This year has presented us with the challenge of a virus, and our mandate to love and 
care for one another has led us to change the way we worship. For much of this month, we 
will be gathering only by internet and radio. How then are we to live out our calling?  
 

Christian fellowship means more than just coming together in one building for an hour once a 
week on Sunday – it’s about BEING the community of faith – of lifting one another up, not giv-
ing in to the idea that we are all on our own. We need each other, especially in a time of great-
er isolation. 
 

For the month of December, each daily devotional will have an idea for how you might spread 
glad tidings that day. Please don’t feel any need to be legalistic about it. These ideas are meant 
to inspire! Some will be easy to do from home, some will only be possible for those who are 
able to get out and about. Run with the ones that work for you, and if you have your own ide-
as of spreading the glad tidings of God’s Kingdom love this season, please do!  
 

Want to get started right away? Here’s a few ideas!  
 

Who do you love? Take a moment and tell someone that you love them today.  
 

Reach out to someone who is shut in or under quarantine, and let them know you miss and 
love them. 
 

Feeling crafty? Make something by hand and give it as a gift to someone in your life.  
 

Reconnect with someone living far away – if you’re able to use face-to-face video technology, 
even better!  
 

Give to an organization that cares for folks in need.  
 

Bring someone something fruity! Maybe you’re the fruitcake sort (we won’t tell), or maybe 
you’re bananas! And who doesn’t appreciate a pineapple wrapped in a bright red bow?  
 

May we be a people of love, joy, hope, and peace this Advent Season!  
Pastor Phil Quinn 

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK 

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST is cancelled until further  

notice. We also will not be holding our Christmas breakfast 

due to Covid-19. 

 Tuesdays at 10 Bible Study                   

is on pause until after the holidays. At 

that time, we will re-evaluate. 

Cover to Cover Book Club                             
will not meet in December. 
Next meeting TBD. 
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PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 
“Love Letters from God”                                                                                                                             

This Advent we will look at the prophecies in Scripture which                                                                

foretold the coming of the Messiah.   

November 29  ADVENT 1: Chrismon Service   Pastor Deb 

December 6   ADVENT 2: Jeremiah 23:5; Luke 1:32-33 Pastor Deb 

December 13  ADVENT 3:      Pastor Phil 

December 20  ADVENT 4: Isaiah 11    Pastor Deb 

Christmas Eve         Pastor Phil 

December 27         Pastor Phil 

January Sermon Series: Heart Songs 
 As our gatherings have been limited, we’ve been missing our Heart Song Hymn Sings this 
year. But the songs of the faith are just as important – maybe even more important – in a 
time when we can’t gather together in the ways we usually do! Through the history of the 
church, our songs have been a way that we approach the throne of God, with songs of             
adoration, confession, proclamation, dedication, thanksgiving, lament, and reconciliation. 
  

As we enter the new year, we will lean into some of the most important hymns and songs 
in the life of the church as we explore the stories of their origin, the scriptures that                     
inspired them, and the hope they point us toward in the Kingdom of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 
  

As we prepare for this sermon series, we would love to hear from you! What songs have 
been particularly meaningful in your faith story? What stories do you have to share about 
how a song has helped you through a time of need, or strengthened you as you made                    
important decisions? What songs are tied to precious memories? 
  

Share your stories with us by emailing Pastor Deb (deb@trinityrc.org) or Pastor Phil 
(phil@trinityrc.org). We’re so looking forward to a season of Heart Songs. 

NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES 

You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct your meetings.  If 

pre-arranged with Lauren, your group/committee of 10 or less may meet in 

the Connection Café.  Again, please practice social-distancing and wear 

your masks.  There is a cleaning cart in the Café for you to sanitize the area 

that you use before and after you meet.  If you have any questions, please               

contact Lauren. 

mailto:deb@trinityrc.org
mailto:phil@trinityrc.org
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TRAILS AND TREATS OCTOBER 2020 
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DECEMBER 2020 CALENDAR 

Nov. 29 First Sunday of  Advent 
  Virtual Chrismon Service 9:30am 
 

Dec 2  Men’s Bible Study 7am 
  WOW After Hours 7pm 
 

Dec 3  WOW in the Morning 9:30am 
  Community Connections Team  
          7pm 
     

Dec 6  Second Sunday of  Advent 
  Remote Worship & Communion 
      9:30am 
  (Remember to have elements ready) 
  Middle/High School Youth  
           5:30pm 
 

Dec 7  Deacons Meeting 6pm 
  Finance Team 7pm 
     

Dec 8  Restart Team via Zoom 6pm 
  Consistory via Zoom 7pm 
 

Dec 9  Men’s Bible Study 7am 
  Care Closet By Appointment 
  WOW After Hours 7pm 
 

Dec 10 WOW In The Morning 9:30am 

Dec 13 Third Sunday of  Advent 
  Remote Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth  
           5:30pm 
 

Dec 16 Men’s Bible Study 7am 
  Staff  Meeting noon 
  WOW After Hours 7pm 
 

Dec 17 WOW In The Morning 9:30am 
   

Dec 20 Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
  Worship 9:30am* 
  Middle/High School Youth  
           5:30pm 
  

Dec 23 Men’s Bible Study 7am 
  WOW After Hours 7pm 
 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship 5pm* 
  

Dec 25 Merry Christmas! 
 

Dec 27 Worship 9:30am* 
 

Dec. 28 Worship Life Team 7pm 
 

Dec 30 Men’s Bible Study 7am 
  WOW After Hours 7pm 

    December Birthdays 
Kimy Oom  12/1  Andrea VanNuil 12/11  Jim Allen   12/21 
Al Kooyers  12/3  Macy Christiaans 12/13  Linda Allen  12/21 
Mary Naber  12/3  Sydney Christiaans 12/17  Bob Gell  12/21 
Barb Long   12/5  Vern Houting  12/17  Dan Kruithof  12/22 
Ed Prince  12/5  Amanda Coverstone 12/18  Bev DeKorte  12/24 
Joyce Warncke 12/8  Gretchen Fisher 12/18  Amanda Eckermann 12/28  
Ken Borgman  12/11  Joyce Harper  12/19  Ramona Garza  12/31 

December Anniversaries 
Vern & Leona Houting  12/1    Rob & Teresa Harrington 12/16 
Gregg & Sally Harper  12/9     

If the National Weather service issues a weather     

WARNING, all services/programs at Trinity are cancelled. 

If Holland Public schools are closed, Trinity is closed. 

*Watch for updates regarding  worship status 
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Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526       

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2020 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

Gregg Harper 

Bob Koning  

Dan Kruithof 

Dave Tanis 

Jan VanAuken 
Anne VanderZiel 

Deacons 

Kelly Brink 

Jeanne Dannenberg 

Amanda Eckermann 

Rob Harrington 

Steve Lundy 

Ed Prince 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries     phil@trinityrc.org 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care       deb@trinityrc.org 
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director                       john@trinityrc.org 
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer                      hope@trinityrc.org 
Barb Long, Secretary                         barb@trinityrc.org 
Lauren Garza, Custodian                     lauren@trinityrc.org 
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator              jhallen_48@yahoo.com

Consistory Officers 2020 

 Vice President - Gregg Harper  

 Consistory Clerk - Jan VanAuken  

 Chair of Deacons - Amanda Eckermann 

Treasurer - Steve Lundy  

Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann  


