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connections
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
On Sunday, December 24 at 6pm we will gather to
“Offer our Gifts” to the Savior through worship.

Please sign up if you are willing to present a reading,
special music, art, drama or some other worship element.
Our worship service will be at 6:00pm
Christmas Offering to Benefit the Ministry of Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch
Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch are RCA missionaries supported by Trinity who are based in
Mozambique. Chad directs operations throughout Africa for Audio Scripture Ministries while
Dara coordinates compassionate care projects in Mozambique with health awareness
training and a hospice and palliative care program. Trinity has the opportunity with our
Christmas offering to bless their ministries. The cost to produce each audio Bible is $30 and
the requests for these has significantly increased over the last year as the gospel continues
to reach new believers. Their goal over the next few years is to produce 500 per month.
Another project needing funding is the construction of a recording studio in central
Mozambique for the recording and distribution of Bible based materials to the “less
reached” Tewe people. The demands on the compassionate care ministry have also
increased with a growing number of patients being cared for as people realize the
compassion and true help offered. Much of the work recently has dealt with medication
distribution to those dealing with AIDS, with many restored to health and discharged from
the program. The Hands in Service Ministry Team encourages you to support these
ministries with your Christmas offering.
Check out the latest update from the Vanden Bosch’s at:
http://mailchi.mp/rca/a-mission-update-from-chad-and-dara-vanden-bosch-1222829
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CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS

＊

Be a part of the true spirit of Christmas by blessing Trinity’s shut-ins.
You are invited to get involved in the following ways:
Cookies - Donate, help pack and/or deliver homemade Imperial cookies. Cookies may be
brought to church before worship on Dec. 10. Immediately following 9:30am
worship that day, cookies will be prepared for delivery. Please sign up at the
information table.

IMPERIAL COOKIES
2 sticks Imperial margarine
1 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon soda
Whip until fluffy and add:
1 1/2 cup flour
1 teaspoon vinegar
Whip altogether until fluffy
Drop by teaspoons full on a greased cookie sheet. Bake 300 degrees 20-30 minutes.
＊

Christmas Cards - A list of Trinity shut-ins is available at the information table in the
gathering area. Prepare your cards and drop them in the designated
box by December 7. The cards will be sorted on December 10 and
delivered with the Christmas cookies.
Questions? See Pastor Deb or call the church office (396-6526) Thank you!!

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE
Trinity Church is sponsoring a Salvation Army
Angel Tree again this year.
Tags representing children in need in the
area are on the tree in the Gathering Area.
Choose a tag, purchase a toy and/or
cold-weather item for the child
& bring it back to church
UNWRAPPED by DECEMBER 13.
Questions?
Contact Kim Schrotenboer (392-0522)
Thank you!
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Day of Service
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech
but with actions and in truth.”
I John 3:18
On Sunday, December 31, we will be worshipping God by serving our community.
We will gather at 9:30 to share breakfast together, pray and be sent to serve in the
name of Jesus Christ. There will be many projects and opportunities for everyone
to engage with on this day – right at Trinity and out in our community.
You don’t want to miss this amazing time of fellowship and serving.
There will be something for everyone to do - no matter your age or ability. Please
come and invite others to share in serving together.
Morning Schedule:
9:30am

Gather for Breakfast

10:00am

Prayer, Song and Sending

10:15am-12:00pm

Serving Others in Jesus’ Name

Just a few of our projects: baking treats for public service workers, cards for
missionaries, 3Sixty, prayer team, singing at nursing homes, shut-in visits, light
construction work, working with local organizations.
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Prayer Connection
Jesus, The Bright and Morning Star
Read Psalm 147:1-11
“Our Lord is great, abundant in power, appointing the number of stars, to all He gives
names.” Sometimes, with subtle innuendo, sometimes, in trumpet sound, always, with
authority, Jesus proclaims, “I Am the Light of the world”.
Viewing the night sky while away from the pollution of city lights, stars shimmer like
diamonds as they sashay across a vast velvet sky. From the beginning of time, stars
have been an integral prelude to God’s eternal anthem of reckless grace. Placing the
stars across the canopy of space concludes the 4th day of the creation account
recorded in Genesis 1. Star light - star bright. Creation was a dance choreographed in
two step time. On the upbeat God worked. On the downbeat He rested.
When God assigned each star a name, He reserved the name “Jesus” for His Son, the
bright “Morning Star”. (Revelation 22:16) The babe in the manger is truly the light of
the world.
It isn’t surprising God chose to use a star to guide the Magi to the manger? For
hundreds of years, Old Testament prophets spoke of a “star and a scepter” that would
come out of Israel. (Numbers 24:17). Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, extends
His scepter and invites all into a kingdom of grace. “Shine like stars in the universe” is
the invitation to those who would hold out the word of life to others. (Philippians 2:14).
The pages of another year will soon close. As a fellow believer who has moved through
some dark moments and also experienced incredible joy during 2017, I encourage you
to set aside some time for prayer and reflection before this year becomes memory.
Perhaps you will write down three things you are grateful for. Consider three
characteristics of God that have given you hope or have been a source of joy. Reflect
upon those dark nights when the light of the “bright and morning star” was hidden by
storm clouds.
Perhaps you are navigating through some darkness even now. Psalm 147:3 reminds
us, “The Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” Creator God
“counts the stars and calls them by name.” The God who recognizes the individual
characteristics of each star in hundreds of galaxies, who calls billions of stars by
name, knows your name. He stands at the door to welcome you. He is waiting for you
to call Him by name.
God can take all the heat Satan has to give and transform it into light. Hope comes
fresh to each of us as sacred awareness refreshes our spirit. When we confide our
hopes and fears to Him in prayerful assurance of His grace, we bear witness to the
iridescent goodness of the “Morning Star”. In what way will the “star bright” of Jesus
birth influence your life in 2018?
Patti Gell, Prayer Coordinator
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A Note From John T., Director of Worship Arts
Matthew 22:37-40 says: Jesus replied, ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ The entire Law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two
commandments.” (NLT) We have spent the last 10 months summarizing the Ten Commandments. This
passage is powerfully simple in getting at the core of how to please God.
But you may ask, what does this have to do with Worship? Well, if these are core truths, I believe they
should be at the core of how we praise God:
1) Our worship each Sunday should not be just ‘mental’, but emotional - passionate, and with all our
strength—all our energy.
2) And I believe that corporate worship must include being concerned about the needs of others. We talk
a lot about “heart languages” in worship - being aware of the musical language that connects most
easily to different people, different backgrounds, different generations, as they connect to God.
How did this come up? It was not the result of a lot of people complaining that they weren’t getting
enough of the style of music that they liked. But back in August, I happened to be glancing around the
sanctuary from my unique position on the platform and I suddenly noticed a number of people standing
during our worship time, but not singing at all. As a worship leader, I can’t easily explain how much this
broke my heart! There wasn’t a feeling of condemnation, but rather of grieving that we are somehow not
connecting, not reaching each family, each generation. Well anyone who knows me surely knows by now
that I take seriously my vocation - that I feel responsible to draw God’s people into His Presence, and
facilitate their expressing their praise and love to their Lord. So since that time, I have been on a mission
to find out what’s missing, what we’re not providing, that will make worship a joy that everyone is eager to
join in.
There are 2 things that are ‘passion pillars’ in my ministry: 1) To get the more mature generations excited
about some of the new and powerful worship that has come out in recent years and 2) to get the younger
families excited about the rich legacy of hymns and praise and worship choruses that were penned, not
just in the 1900’s, but even in previous centuries. There are two specific things I have done for a number
of years now to try to help accomplish this: With #1, I have tried to arrange and teach these new songs in
a gentle, simple manner that makes them accessible to even people (like myself) that were raised on
hymns. And for #2, I try to keep the original melodies and words of the hymns, but add freshness with
energy and rhythm, so even young people want to sing along (maybe even tap their feet!).
But, dear family of God at Trinity, I need your help. I have been praying for months now that God would stir
our hearts with such love for Him, such a passion for getting to know Him and express His worthiness of
our love and praise, that we become unaware of the style or the medium of worship. Secondly, I would
like to ask you to pray with me that we would learn to become “bilingual worshipers” - that we would
intentionally work at learning the heart languages of others in our fellowship, that we would learn to love
our neighbors’ style as much as we love our own. Both of these are a process and they’re not necessarily
easy. If you’re struggling with the process, please come talk to me! I care about each of you and I want
earnestly for each of you to be able to praise God with Joy and with Love—for God and for one another!

6

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK

Living By God’s Design
Are you trying to figure out what you are supposed to be doing? Are you looking for answers?
Are you tired of making New Year’s resolutions that you know you are not going to keep? Do
you feel like you are waiting for something but don’t know what? Are you restless? Do you feel
antsy?
Join Pastor Deb and explore God’s unique purpose for you. Does your story matter? What do
you bring to the table? What if there’s more? What excites you? What causes you to mourn?
Living by God’s Design is an interactive class for adults of all ages that want to make a
difference. Be ready to dig deeper (and there might be a bit of “pondering” required between
sessions).
Join us starting Wednesday, January 10 at 6:45pm. Questions? See Pastor Deb.

SUMMER MISSION TRIP
Los Angeles/Orange County, CA
Thursday July 19, 2018 – Thursday July 26, 2018
“Being the Church Where You are Planted”
The Church is hard at work around the globe demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ to
a lost and hurting world. Although the Gospel message is the same, the face of Christ’s
church often looks different depending on its cultural context. Join Pastor Deb as we
travel to southern California to see the Church in action in LA, Compton, Garden Grove
and Paramount. Hear the stories, meet the pastors, feed the people, join 1500 others
for the Compton Work day. If you want to be challenged, “wow”ed, and caused to
ponder – please consider joining me on this adventure. This trip is limited to 18
participants. High schoolers are welcome but due to the intensity of the trip, must be
accompanied by their parent or mentor.
Thinking about going on the trip? There will be a short informational meeting following the first
service (at approximately 10:30) on Sunday, December 3. If you are not able to attend, but are
interested in going, please contact Pastor Deb at deb@trinityrc.org.
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
TUESDAYS AT 10:00 Bible Study
The last Tuesday morning Bible study of 2017 will be held on December 5 as we finish up this
year’s thematic study “The Word Became Flesh”. Tuesday morning Bible Study
will resume on January 9, when we begin “The Story: Getting to the Heart of
God’s Story” by Randy Frazee. Together we will watch a short video and learn
how “God’s great overarching purpose intersects with the story of each or our
lives”. From Genesis to Revelation, we will study carefully selected verses,
revealing God’s story – the greatest story ever told.
Although it is not required, if you would like to purchase a copy of “The Story” in either regular
or large print, they are available from Pastor Deb for $10.00 each. This will help you especially if
you cannot attend the study regularly.

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
In December, we will finish up the Advent study, “Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of
Joseph” and then beginning January 10, we invite you to the join the
residents of Appledorn West as we study, “The Story: Getting to the Heart of
God’s Story” by Randy Frazee. We will watch and discuss a short video in
order to learn how God’s purpose intersects with each of our lives. We will
look at key passages from Genesis to Revelation that lays out the greatest
story ever told! There will be no study on December 20, 27 or January 3.
Study will resume on January 10.
Regular print and large print copies of “The Story” are available for $10.00 each. Although it
is not necessary to purchase a book in order to participate in Bible Study, it would be
helpful if you are unable to attend the study regularly.

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST POTLUCK
Third Thursday, December 21 at 9:30 at Trinity
Join us for a delicious breakfast prepared by you! Call the
church office or sign up at the information table to bring a
breakfast casserole, fruit or pastry item (if you are able). It’s
hard to beat a good hot breakfast on a cold winter morning
with a cup of coffee and good friends. And to top it off – an
opportunity to sing your favorite Christmas Carols. There is no
charge for this event but please RSVP at 616-396-6526 and let
us know that you are coming and if you are able to bring a
dish to pass.
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Soup Recipes From the Reformation Sunday Soup and Salad Lunch
Stuffed Pepper Soup - Kelli Green
2 pounds ground beef
6 cups water
1 can (28 ounces) tomato sauce
1 can (28 ounces) diced tomatoes, undrained
2 cups chopped green peppers
1/4 cup packed brown sugar
2 teaspoons salt
2 teaspoons beef bouillon granules
1 teaspoon pepper
2 cups cooked long grain rice
Chopped fresh parsley, optional
In a Dutch oven over medium heat, cook and stir beef until no longer pink; drain. Stir in next eight ingredients;
bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, until peppers are tender, about 30 minutes. Add cooked rice;
simmer, uncovered, 10 minutes longer. If desired, sprinkle with chopped fresh parsley. Yield: 10 servings (21/2 quarts).
Pea Soup - Dianne Moker
1 bag split peas
1 t pepper or to taste
1 large onion, diced
1 C carrots, diced
1/4 C corn flour for thickening (optional)
1 ham bone with juices
1-2 C diced ham
4 C water
2-3 med potatoes, diced
Put peas, pepper, onion, carrots, corn flour, ham bone, juices from ham, peas, water in crock pot. Cook on
high until it starts bubbling. Cook an additional 4 hours or until done. Add potatoes at last half hour of
cooking.
Hearty Lentil & Carrot Soup - Jan VanAuken
1 T olive oil
1 med onion, finely chopped
1 stalk celery, chopped
2 med cut up carrots
1 c lentils (can substitute some barley)
4 c chicken or veggie broth
Salt & pepper
Heat the oil. Sauté onions, celery, carrots for 2-3 min. Add lentils & broth. Bring to a boil and simmer 30
minutes. Remove 1-2 c of soup and blend it until smooth. Return to the pot. Servings: 3-4
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Soup Recipes From the Reformation Sunday Soup and Salad Lunch
Creamy Sausage Tortellini Soup - Lauren Garza
1 lb Sweet Italian Sausage (Jenny O Turkey is what I use)
8oz Cream Cheese
20 oz Cheese Tortellini
2 Cans Diced Tomatoes with Italian Seasonings (do not drain)
32 oz Chicken Broth
Bag of Spinach
Remove casing from sausage, brown in large stock pot. Pour in broth and tomatoes, bring to a rolling boil.
Add in room temp cream cheese, stir to combine. Gently 'boil', stirring occasionally to mix in cream cheese.
Simmer about 45 min. About 20 min before serving, add in tortellini. About 4 minutes before serving, add in
generous amounts of spinach.
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Dessert Recipes From the Reformation Sunday
Soup and Salad Lunch
Coconut Crunch Delight - Gretchen Fisher
½ cup butter at room temperature
1 cup flour
1¼ cup flaked coconut
¼ cup light brown sugar
1 cup slivered almonds
Mix and spread out on cookie sheet. Bake at 350 degrees until golden brown (approximately 20-30
minutes, stirring every 10 minutes. Watch closely as it browns quickly). Cool
1 small box instant French vanilla pudding
1 small box instant coconut cream pudding
(alternative—2 boxes coconut cream)
2 2/3 cup 2% milk (or can use skim milk)
Mix, then blend in 8 oz. Cool Whip.
Place ½ of crust mixture in 9 x 13 pan. Add the filling mixture. Top with remaining crust mixture.
Apple Crisp - Judy Mulder
6-7 Tart Apples Peeled and Sliced
1/2 cup Orange Juice
1/2 cup Sugar
1 tsp Cinnamon
Place apples in 8x8 dish. Pour orange juice over apples. Mix Sugar and Cinnamon and sprinkle over the
top.
Topping:
1 cup flour
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 tsp salt
8 Tbsp butter
Mix dry ingredients. Cut in butter till crumbly. Sprinkle over apples. Sprinkle with cinnamon. Bake 45-60
min at 350 degrees.

TRINITY MEMBERS DONATE BLOOD
These photos are from a recent area blood drive. Nancy Ponstein, Tom
Lampen and Sandy Bedard happened to be at Third Reformed for blood
donation. Nancy and Sandy were literally head-to-head as they donated,
then they found Tom waiting to register as they were heading to the
snack table.
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Financial Update
The Stewardship Team is aware that we have not been providing you as many
financial updates throughout the year as we could have been. We truly want the
congregation to be informed of our financial status so that together we can commit to
supporting the ministry of Trinity Reformed Church. We will be providing regular
updates in the newsletter as a way to communicate this information more clearly.
We are happy to report that our income as of the end of October is approximately
$38,000 more than at this same point last year.
As of October 2017 our disbursements were $389,129.62 and our contributions were
$374,965.69. We ended the month with a $ $14,163.93 shortfall.
Over the past ten years, we have had both shortfalls and extra funds, depending on
the year. For a few years we have been adding these extra blessings to our savings
so that when a shortfall does occur we are able to meet that need, ending the year
with a balanced budget.
Traditionally November and December are the months in which we receive the most
income for the church’s ministry. We are grateful to the congregation for their
generous and faithful giving each year. It is quite typical for us to run behind our
expenses for most of the year and then to make up the difference in December.
As we come to the close of this calendar year we ask that you consider helping us to
meet our budget needs for the year. Your gifts are truly making a difference in the
lives of so many in our community and across the world. The good news of Jesus
Christ is being shared through your faithfulness and generosity.
In Christ’s Service,
Stewardship Ministry Team
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WE NEED YOU!!!!
2017/2018 School Year
SUNDAYS
Connection Café
Provide Treats
Special Events Set up/Kitchen
Special Events Clean up/Kitchen
Drive Bus
Praise Team (Tuesday Rehearsal)
Vocalists
Instrumentalists
Sound Room
Greeters
Nursery
Children in Worship
Kids Time – 2nd Service
Youth Mentors
Provide Dinners for Youth
Mondays
Monday Morning Work Crew
Tuesdays
Basket Ball Players
Wednesdays
Midweek
Set up Tables and Chairs
Wash Tables and Chairs
Take Down Tables and Chairs
Cooks, Dishwashers, Servers
Provide Cookies
Children’s Ministry
Bible Study Leaders
Choir
Care Closet

Thursdays
Fold Bulletins
ANY DAY – as needed
Prayer Warriors
Provide Meal for Family in Need
Donate Cookies
Make Quilts & Blankets
Lead Bible Studies
Special Event Set-up or Clean-up
Donate Care Closet Items
Pull Weeds
Play Instruments
Visit Shut-ins & Elderly
Prepare Funeral Lunches
Change Light Bulbs
Organize Closets
Clean the Church Bus
Fix the Church Bus
Go on Mission Trips
Support Mission Trips
Pray for Mission Trips
Make Phone Calls
Shop for Groceries
Fix Sprinkler Heads
Create Multimedia Presentations
Take Pictures
Cut Wood
Volunteer in the Community
Clean the Church Kitchen
Maintain the Beauty of Our Building
Maintain the Apple Trail
Water & Maintain the Plants
Trim Trees
Take out Garbage
Wash Windows
Fill in for Office Help
Encourage Pastor & Staff Members
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DECEMBER 2017 CALENDAR
Dec 2

Sanctuary Set Up for Advent 9am

Dec 14

Women of the Word 9:30am

Dec 3

First Sunday of Advent

Dec 17

Third Sunday of Advent
Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am

Worship & Communion 9:30am
LA Mission Trip Meeting 10:30am
Worship & Communion 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Dec 4

Stewardship Team 7pm

Dec 5

Adult Bible Study 10am
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Dec 6

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Dec 7

Women of the Word 9:30am
Community Connection Team 7pm

Dec 10

Second Sunday of Advent
Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am

Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Dec 12

Dec 13

Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Care Closet 2:30pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Dec 19

Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Dec 20

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner & Christmas Party 6pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Dec 21

Senior Christmas Breakfast Potluck
Women of the Word 9:30am

9:30am

Dec 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Christmas Eve Worship 6pm

Dec 25

Merry Christmas!!

Dec 26

Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Dec 27

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Dec 28

Women of the Word 9:30am
Turning Pages Book Group noon
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm

Dec 31

Day of Service 9:30am
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Kelli Green, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary
Dave Jansen

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
kelli@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org
david.jansen@hope.edu

2017 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Gregg Harper
Sharon Kruse
Steve Lundy
Kim Schrotenboer
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
John Houting
Tim Kroll
Pat Yurk

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Chris DeGraaf
Dan Kruithof
Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

chris@trinityrc.org
dskruithof1@charter.net
pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

Happy Birthday!!
Kimy Oom
Al Kooyers
Mary Naber
Emily Anderson
Barb Long
Barb Stehouwer
Ed Prince
Joyce Warncke
Ken Borgman

12/1
12/3
12/3
12/5
12/5
12/5
12/7
12/8
12/11

Andrea VanNuil
Macy Christiaans
Lori Sandusky
Andrew Bedard
Sydney Christiaans
Vern Houting
Amanda Coverstone
Gretchen Fisher
Kelli Green

12/11
12/13
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/19

Joyce Harper
Jim Allen
Linda Allen
Bob Gell
Dan Kruithof
Bev DeKorte
Amanda Eckermann
Ramona Garza

12/19
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
11/24
12/28
12/31

Happy Anniversary!!
Vern & Leona Houting
Gregg & Sally Harper

12/1
12/9

Rob & Teresa Harrington

12/16

