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Connections
Join us on Wednesday, November 25 at 7pm for
Thanksgiving Eve worship. Pastor Deb will bring the
message. The offering is designated for the ongoing
ministry of Community Action House. If you are not
comfortable joining us in person, the service may be
seen live on Trinity’s Facebook page or you may listen
live through the church website. Go to
www.trinityrc.org. Under the “Worship” tab, click on
“Listen Live”. Our service will also be featured on
WHTC radio (1450AM or 99.7FM) on Thanksgiving Day.

ADVENT: LOVE LETTERS FROM GOD
The first Sunday in Advent is November 29. You are invited to be a part of
our first Chrismon Service. The early Christian community used a variety of
monograms to symbolize Christ. The word “Chrismon” is a combination of
the words “Christ” and “monogram”. They are meant to suggest various
aspects of Jesus Christ.
Modern Chrismons were introduced in 1957 at the Lutheran Church of the
Ascension in Danville, VA. Through this church, patterns were made
available and the idea of having a Chrismon tree spread. Some of the symbols are: manger, crown,
star, heart, cross, fish, lamb, lamp, chalice, scroll, rainbow, crown of thorns, Christmas rose, dove,
shepherd’s staff, etc. etc. Perhaps there are other symbols you think of when you think of who Christ
is and what he has done. Suggested materials for making Chrismons are Styrofoam, cardboard, foam
board, wood, popsicle sticks, felt, pearls, yarn, fabric, gold mesh, sequins, beads, fringe, glitter, etc.
Here is how you can help. On Sunday morning, November 29, we will be hanging
the Chrismons on our family Christmas tree as part of the morning worship
service. Even if you do not feel comfortable attending in person worship, we hope
that you will participate by making a Chrismon to help fill our tree. If you would like
a pattern to follow, they will be available at church beginning Nov 8 or by calling/
emailing Pastor Deb. We hope you will be able to use materials you have around
your home to make one ornament or several. During this Advent season, our tree
will hold the many symbols that represent the life of Christ.
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE: GRATITUDE
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be
thankful, and worship God acceptably with reverence and awe. Hebrews 12:28.
How’s your stress level during COVID? More tension and body aches? More grey
days? More things to complain about? More things to fear? More things to be
confused about? Do you feel alone in your struggles? Do you find yourself
complaining to God a lot?
Perhaps you and I need a new perspective. This month of Thanksgiving, I would
challenge you to take a deep breath and start counting your blessings. What have
you learned over the past months of emptied calendars, of staying at home and
from halted social events? What have you experienced during extended periods of
seclusion? What have you learned about God? About yourself?
Have your priorities changed? What has become more beautiful? More precious?
Have you become more intentional? What are you thankful for?
Perspective is everything and I challenge you to begin keeping a gratitude journal.
Pray that God opens your eyes to all of the blessings around you. You will begin to
notice that hope will replace dread and fear. When you open your eyes in the
morning and intentionally look for God’s blessings, you will find them. When you lay
your head on your pillow at night with a prayer of thanksgiving on your lips, you can
rest in the assurance that God is indeed bigger than any circumstance you find
yourself in.
As you practice the spiritual discipline of gratitude, may you bask in the gift of joy
that accompanies a grateful heart. – Pastor Deb

It seems like a really good time to look carefully at the book of Acts. From now until Advent we will
be looking closely at the men and women that God used to birth his Church, the role of the Holy
Spirit, the scattering of the Church and its effect on culture.
PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER
November 1
Acts 11
November 8
Acts 12
November 15
Acts 12-13
November 22
Acts 20 +
November 29
ADVENT 1

Pastor Phil (Communion)
Pastor Deb
Pastor Phil
Pastor Deb
Pastor Deb

Community Action House is looking for Friday volunteers to help
with various aspects of food distribution in the community. For
more information or to volunteer, please contact Meagan Maas
at 517-281-2911 or 616.392.2368, ext. 109.

COVID-19 Update
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November 2020
The office will remain closed while the state is in Phase 4 which
requires people to work remotely if possible. When the state reopens
to Phase 5, the office will be open but office hours may be adjusted
to minimize face to face contact. In the meantime, if you need to
meet with Pastor Deb, Pastor Phil, or another staff member, please
make an appointment. In order to provide a safe work environment for
church staff, please do not enter the office area without making prior
arrangements. We know this is not ideal and that relationships are so
important in carrying out ministry so we encourage you to call. We are here
for you – but in a different way.
Pastor Deb

269-599-8730 (cell)

Pastor Phil

906-298-1701 (cell)

THE TEN COMMITMENTS
I shall not come to church if I am sick.

I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick.
I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church.
I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church.
If I do not have one, one will be provided to me.
I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church.
I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church.
I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60, have a
preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk.
I shall exit the building when the service is over.
I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside
after the service is concluded.

I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior.
If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please call
the church office and leave a message. With the landscape of Covid-19 changing
frequently, in-person gatherings may be unpredictable so communication is especially
vital to staying connected. If you already receive the bulletin and Connections, etc. in
the mail, you need not contact the office. Be sure and check the TV stations though for
last minute cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally.
If you are attending in-person services and would like your name removed
from our weekly mailing list please contact the church office.
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Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM, via live stream
at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm and live on Trinity’s Facebook page.
Join us for noon prayer time on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) Tuesday and Friday.
Don’t miss Kids Club every Wednesday evening on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland)!
The bulletin, Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals will be mailed to those who
do not have internet access. For those with internet access, the bulletin, Connections
newsletter and monthly devotionals will be available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”

Monthly Devotional:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Daily Devotional”

Don’t Forget!

Turn your clocks back one hour
on Nov. 1.

FROM THE DEACONS
The Board of Deacons met on October 5 at 6:15 pm by Zoom. We discussed the building
and grounds report from Jim Allen that gave highlights of the year and we all agreed that
we are blessed to have him, as well as the Monday Morning crew and Rob and Jeanne,
taking such good care of our facilities. We also discussed welcoming the new deacons in
November and the transfer of duties for 2021. We learned at the congregational meeting
that Neil DeBoer and Benji Garza will be joining the deacons. Amanda Eckermann and Ed
Prince will be leaving the board as their 3 year terms are over (and what a wild ride it’s
been!) Feel free to reach out to any of us if you have any questions or concerns, and
please pray for all the deacons.
Join the crew Saturday November 7
for the annual Fall Clean-up of our
church grounds. Bring along gloves,
a rake and whatever
hand tools you like to use.
If you have the means of bringing a
wheelbarrow, that will be helpful.
We will start at 8:30am.
Come when you can and stay as
long as you wish.
Tasks will include:
Remove annuals from playground
planters
Trim down tall perennials
Trim down tall grasses
Pull weeds
Transplant perennials

NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES
You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct your meetings. If
pre-arranged with Lauren, your group/committee of 10 or less may meet in
the Connection Café. Again, please practice social-distancing and wear
your masks. There is a cleaning cart in the Café for you to sanitize the area
that you use before and after you meet. If you have any questions, please
contact Lauren.
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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Tuesdays at 10 Bible Study
We are studying the book of Acts - following the fall sermon series. We will meet
in the Connection Café, wearing masks and practicing social distancing.
Because of the Thanksgiving holiday,
Cover to Cover Book Club will meet
November 19 at 7 pm. Don’t forget your
mask!
THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST is cancelled until further

notice. We also will not be holding our annual Thanksgiving
dinner or Christmas breakfast due to Covid-19.

NEWS FROM PASTOR PHIL QUINN
YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group is meeting inside for the month of November. All
participants will wear masks, and we will practice social distancing.
Youth Group is for students grades 6-12, and meets on Sundays from
5:30pm-7pm.
November Dates
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 21
November 28 - No Meeting, Thanksgiving Break

In Person Worship Note
It would be very helpful if you retrieve your nametag out of your church mailbox
when attending worship services. It’s often difficult to recognize folks when wearing
masks. We have been blessed with visitors over the past weeks and it is especially
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Update from Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch
October 2020
Dear Friends,
I can imagine that we are not alone when we say that for the past few months we have felt
like we have been living under a cloud. Five months ago, Mozambique followed the rest of the world
in introducing measures to reduce the impact of the world wide pandemic. For us, this meant that
we entered into a “state of emergency” which lasted for 4 months. There was not a strict
“lockdown”, as that would just be impossible for most people, but it prevented gathering in groups
(churches, schools, sporting events), closed most government offices and isolated the country
through the closing of land borders and the cutting off of all international flights. While these
measures did not have a huge impact on our day to day ministry work, the uncertainty of our
situation here has been hanging over us like a cloud. We had already been stuck here in the country
because of the adoption, but now our hopes of travel and time of rest in the US seem very distant.
Not only have the courts been virtually shut for the past 4 months creating an enormous backlog,
but there is no indication that international travel will be allowed anytime in the near future.
Needless to say, this has been discouraging for this family that is tired and weary and in desperate
need of a break. With that said, despite living under this cloud we do see beams of hope bursting
through. First of all, since the beginning of the pandemic we have been praying that Mozambique
would be spared from a major outbreak as the health system would have no chance of coping. Up to
this point, there have only been about 2000 confirmed cases of Covid-19, and less than 60 in our
province. With that said, it is hard to know if that is because it has not wide-spread or because of a
lack of resources to do widespread testing. It is difficult to say. What we can say is that we have not
yet seen any noticeable increase in sickness or subsequent deaths in our area, we praise the Lord for
that.
Another area we have seen some signs of hope is in the audio Bible project. We had come
into 2020 with great excitement for what the Lord had in store for this project. We had three New
Testament recordings on the schedule and were planning audio Bible distributions in several regions.
When the state of emergency came into effect it threw a wrench into many of those plans including
the postponement of two of those recordings. Praise the Lord though, despite the restrictions and
travel problems, we were able to complete the New Testament recording in the Makua Meeto
language of Northern Mozambique! We look forward to seeing how that recording will impact that
people group. We also praise the Lord for the audio Bible distributions that have taken place. We
were blessed to receive a shipment of audio Bibles in January of 2020 which were distributed before
the state of emergency was declared. It has been extremely encouraging to hear how the Lord has
used those audio Bibles, especially during this time when churches have not been allowed to meet.
Unlike many churches in the US, here churches couldn’t move to online services, as very few people
have internet access. This meant that many church goers felt extremely isolated. Especially those
who cannot read the Bible for themselves felt a huge loss of not hearing from God’s Word. These
recently distributed audio Bibles became a lifeline and a source of great hope in this extremely
challenging time. One woman named Amelia found herself sick and isolated when the state of
emergency came into effect. She was not able to read and found herself desperately missing hearing
God’s Word at church. She also found that because she was sick, and stuck at home, people were
scared to visit her because of the restrictions in place. During this time she clung to her audio Bible
and said ”I may suffer from my disease and hunger, but if I have the Word of God with me, it’s
enough!” We also saw the Lord do another amazing work right in the middle of the state of
emergency. The audio Bibles we received earlier this year had already been distributed and we
found ourselves with many people desiring to have God’s Word and no audio Bibles to distribute.
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The Lord did a miraculous work by providing a generous donation (during these difficult economic
times) to provide funds to purchase over 1000 audio Bibles! This was amazing, but there was still the
challenge of how to get the audio Bibles into Mozambique with the borders and international airports
shut. The Lord once again made a way and, through some logistical miracles, a few weeks later we had
the audio Bibles in our hands! God is good! We are now distributing these audio Bibles and look forward
to how the Lord will use them to bring hope in these challenging days.
In addition, New Harvest Farm has also had to adapt a bit during the past few months. Before the
state of emergency came into effect we were preparing to begin a new series of agricultural training
sessions. Because of the restrictions on gathering groups of people, these training sessions have had to
be postponed. In the meantime, we have had to shift our focus into two specific areas. First of all, with
the closing of the borders there was an immediate increase in the local price of vegetables, which make
up a significant part of the diet this time of year. When we saw this beginning to happen we opened a
small shop at the farm where local farmers could come to purchase high quality vegetable seeds at
affordable prices. The result of that was a significant increase in local production of vegetables which we
believe played a big role in providing healthy food in the local community. The other area we have been
focusing on at the farm is in major infrastructure projects. We have been digging irrigation ponds,
opening access roads, building terraces, cutting fire-breaks and opening new fields. All of this work has
been to better utilize the land we have and to create the space and infrastructure to demonstrate the
different farming techniques that we teach. Through this all. we are continually blessed by the container
project that many of you participated in last year. Much of what we have been able to accomplish at the
farm would have been impossible last year simply because we lacked the basic tools to do the job. We
feel like the container project is one of those projects that just keeps blessing many people in continual
ways.
You may have seen the recent article in the RCA Today magazine that featured New Harvest
Farm. We were so please to see that work of art showcasing the beautiful land and people we are
working with. We look forward to when we can see a hard copy and show our colleagues their faces in a
magazine! If you missed this article an online version can be seen here:
https://go.rca.org/e/824133/rk-on-this-farm-in-mozambique-/3b1t8/52222513?
h=LQFU1MRpSfF8M2aG4qMVB9k5ZDnanY2aNm1TzvS5JN8
As we look to the future at New Harvest Farm we are excited by the many opportunities that the
Lord has laid out ahead of us. With that said, we also need to acknowledge that we face many
challenges. One of the immediate challenges that we are facing at the farm is in the area of operating
expenses. The major infrastructure projects we are working on are transforming the farm, but are also
needing lots of man hours to complete. We would love to push over the next 2 months to finish up
these infrastructure projects so that we are ready for the next agricultural campaign to start in
November. We are looking to raise $4000 to cover these costs over the next three months. If you are
interested in partnering with us during this transformational time at New Harvest Farm, here is how you
can give:
Link: https://go.rca.org/e/824133/naries-chad-dara-vanden-bosch-/3b1tb/52222513?
h=LQFU1MRpSfF8M2aG4qMVB9k5ZDnanY2aNm1TzvS5JN8
In our next letter we’ll share more about the Compassionate Care project and a more thorough
family update. In the meantime, please continue to pray for our family-- to remain healthy, live in hope
and for there to be forward movement with Z’s adoption. May His kingdom come, on earth as in
heaven!
As always, we are deeply grateful for your support, love, encouragement and prayers. God’s
richest blessings,
The Vanden Bosch’s
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Update from Rowland and Jane Van Es
October 2020
Dear Friends,
For this Covid-19 pandemic, Kenya locked down way back in mid-March with all public
worship services suspended, no school, and public gatherings limited to 15 people or less. Later,
worship was allowed for just 50 people, then 100, now up to 1/3 of each church’s capacity to
ensure proper physical distancing. Everyone still must wear masks ad sanitize their hands. For the
St Paul theology students doing their 12 week Field Practicum during the most restricted period
it was impossible to do business as usual.
Despite this, many managed to continue their work, and some even found new & creative
ways to do Christian service and ministry. I would like to highlight three of my students to
encourage you that where there is a will (and the Holy Spirit) there is certainly still a way even
now to do the Lord’s work.
Mark was assigned to work at a church in Western Kenya. The church has three services on
Sunday, one is English, one in the local Luo language, and one for the kids in Sunday School. All
services had reduced attendance and reduced offerings which was challenging. To meet the
church budget they scheduled a harvest thanksgiving festival so people could donate in kind:
bringing the first-fruits from their fields and gardens to the church as their offering back to God
(see Deut. 26:1-11).
Though struggling to cover their own costs, the church did not neglect the poor. To help
kids who were no longer going to school, the church gave out sanitary pads to young girls at the
primary school across the street. Some schools used to give free pads, so now many girls were
not getting them and could not afford to buy them (#periodpoverty). The church did this as a
tithe on the tithe (see Num. 18:26).
Maureen was assigned to work at a church in Central Kenya. She is a trained teacher who
is also now studying theology who was asked to help with Sunday school and do some youth
counseling. During the pandemic, the church reached out by giving food to the elderly without
any support. Maureen also made several you tube videos for her bible study groups & led
another group using WhatsApp.
For the youth, she gave several talks on sex and relationships including on-line dating and
how to talk to your parents. Maureen was also invited to give a talk to teenage girls at a Life
Empowerment Center because with school canceled, there was a rise in teen pregnancies. After
talking to the 7th and 8th grade girls and answering their questions, her church also gave out
sanitary pads to all the girls who came.
Finally, Richard was assigned to work at a church in Eastern Kenya. He also faced several
challenges doing his internship during the pandemic but found various ways to overcome them.
When they could only meet with 15 people, they divided the church into neighborhood home
cell groups. Each group appointed a lay leader and lay preacher. Some groups added their own
Sunday services too.
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Richard said he had to “become more practical than theoretical” during the pandemic and so
they helped more people with physical needs by offering food to orphans. To meet their
spiritual needs, he still did counseling by going to people’s homes but meeting them outside
while wearing masks.
Even though not many people have died from Covid-19 in Kenya (735 to date), there were
still the usual number of burials from other diseases. Pastors had to take precautionary measures
at the graveside. It was not easy to limit the number of people attending funerals or to change
the way people wanted to honor their diseased family member but they all did their best to
follow the guidelines of the Ministry of Health, which were only recently relaxed.
These three students along with others who were on their field practicum last semester,
and those who are doing it this semester are encouraging examples of adaptability and flexibility.
This pandemic has forced all of us to do things in new ways and be inspired to remember to
reach out to others now. It is our prayer that you and your churches have also found ways to still
be the hands and feet of our Lord.
We are also finding creative ways to continue worshipping during the pandemic. We held a
few services virtually and just last week met in person for the first time while still maintaining
physical distancing between families. We also always wear masks while preaching & singing
outside. Stay safe everyone!
Grace and Peace,
Jane and Rowland Van Es
RCA GM missionaries serving at St Paul’s University, Limuru Campus

For Those Who Prefer Deep Theological Discussions…
The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about their
squirrel infestation. After much prayer and consideration, they concluded
that the squirrels were predestined to be there, and they shouldn’t
interfere with God’s divine will.
At the Baptist church, the squirrels had taken an interest in the baptistery. The deacons
met and decided to put a water slide on the baptistery and let the squirrels drown
themselves. The squirrels liked the slide and knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as
many squirrels showed up the following week.
The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God’s
creatures. So they humanely trapped the squirrels and set them free near the Baptist
church. Two weeks later, the squirrels were back when the Baptists took down the water
slide.
But the Catholic church came up with a very creative strategy! They baptized the squirrels
and made them members of the church. Now they only see them at Christmas and Easter.
Not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue. They took the first squirrel and
circumcised him. They haven’t seen a squirrel since...

NOVEMBER 2020 CALENDAR
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Nov 1

Worship & Communion
(Elements brought from home) 9:30am

Nov 12
Nov 15

WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Worship 9:30am

Nov 2

Deacons Meeting 6pm
Finance Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW in the Morning 9:30am
Community Connections Team 7pm
Fall Clean Up 8:30am
Worship 9:30am
Adult Bible Study 10am
Consistory 7pm

Nov 17
Nov 18

Adult Bible Study 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
Staff Meeting noon
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm
Worship 9:30am
Worship Life Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
Thanksgiving Eve Service 7pm

Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
Care Closet By Appointment

Nov 26
Nov 29

Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 7
Nov 8
Nov 10
Nov 11

Nov 19
Nov 22
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 25

Happy Thanksgiving!
First Sunday of Advent
Worship 9:30am

Looking Ahead
Daylight savings time ends. Turn your
clocks back one hour on Nov. 1.

If the National Weather service issues a
weather WARNING, all services/programs at
Trinity are cancelled. If Holland Public schools
are closed, Trinity is closed.
November Birthdays
Ed Plaggemars
Mike Ward
Jon Burgett
Clara Ward
Teague Bruursema
Christine Lindstrom

11/1
11/2
11/7
11/7
11/9
11/11

Virginia DeWent
Bill Jarnagin
Jeff Joling
Jeanne Dannenberg
Carla Brower
Randy McSorley

11/15
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/18

Phyllis Post
Lauren Garza
Lucy Jongekrijg
Kelly Brink
Nancy Ponstein

November Anniversaries
Scott & Marilyn Brower
Harold & Karen Brandsen

11/7
11/20

Jason & Judy Shoemaker

11/21

11/18
11/19
11/20
11/22
11/24
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lauren@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2020 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
Bob Koning
Dan Kruithof
Dave Tanis
Jan VanAuken
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Amanda Eckermann
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy
Ed Prince

Consistory Officers 2020
Vice President - Gregg Harper
Consistory Clerk - Jan VanAuken
Chair of Deacons - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Steve Lundy
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann

