TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

NOVEMBER 2018

connections
Sunday, November 18, 2018
Worship - Congregational Meeting - Lunch

On November 18 we will be having our annual congregational
meeting. We will worship, hold the meeting and share a meal
together. Sub sandwiches, chips & beverage will be provided.
Please sign up and indicate if you are willing
to bring a salad or dessert.

Service of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving Eve
Wednesday, Nov 21

Pizza at 6 pm
Service in Sanctuary at 6:45 pm
If you plan on joining us for dinner,
please sign up at the information table.
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Advent Is Coming!
December 2 – December 25
HANGING OF THE GREENS
WEDNESDAY

NOVEMBER 28

Following dinner at 6pm, we will decorate the
church for the holidays. Come and help kick off the
Advent Season. There are activities for the whole
family!

OFFER YOUR GIFTS TO THE SAVIOR

WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 19

Following dinner at 6pm, we will gather in the Sanctuary for our Annual “Offer Your
Gifts to the Savior” service. Children are invited to participate in a Christmas
pageant. Musicians, dancers, painters and readers and writers are welcome. What
gift would you like to share either as an individual or as a group? Sign up at the
information table by Thanksgiving if you would like to share your gift with others on
Wednesday, December 19.

CHRISTMAS EVE AT SUNSET: SERVICE OF CAROLS @ 5:00 PM
Join us as we gather to sing the beloved carols of the season. Piano, organ and
candlelight provide the setting for families joining together to celebrate the birth of
the Christ Child.

This Advent, we are decorating the Trinity Family
Tree during “Hanging of the Greens” on
November 28. Bring an ornament with your
family’s name on it as well as the date, and we
will hang it on our big Christmas Tree. Together,
we are family and every year we will put your
ornament on our tree to symbolize our loved
ones who call Trinity “home”. Questions????
Call Pastor Deb.
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Note from Pastor Phil
As we move into fall, I continue to see the growth of hope, engagement and
investment on the part of our church family. It has been a gift to work more and
more closely with volunteers, folks on the consistory and our staff. We all have seen
God at work, shaping us individually and as a body as we move forward into the
amazing plans God has for us!
Our Youth Group is looking at how God has shaped us as individuals and as a
group, and we are exploring the possibility of living into that through a long-term
service learning project this year – stay tuned for more on that! We are still looking
for one or two more women to step forward as mentors as well. These must be
people who can consistently be present on Sunday nights and are willing to grow in
their capacity in listening and empathy. Please pray on this, and encourage anyone
who comes to mind to consider stepping up. Please be in prayer for our youth and
families this fall!
Campus Life has been wonderful. Jami is a great leader and encourages her
volunteers to develop strong, invested relationship with the middle schoolers. We’ve
had 15-20 kids each week – some churched and some unchurched. Pray for the
students involved, for Jami, and for the other leaders as we engage students at
Club, school lunches, games and other spaces. Jami is still looking for more leaders
as well, so if you know someone who would like to engage in this way, let me know!
MidWeek has gotten off to a great start, and Fall Festival was amazing – so many
kids and families from our community! Please pray and thank God for the amazing
volunteers that show up to love these kids and show them Christ week after week.

Please keep one another in prayer - that God’s Spirit would continue to knit the
body together at Trinity, and send us to live into our call to be the Body of Christ here
in Holland!

An Invitation to YOU! Do you have a favorite Scripture passage? Do you have
something you would like to share about it? For the season of Advent, Pastor Deb
and Pastor Phil would like to invite you to share your thoughts as part of our
Devotional Ponderings in December. Please submit your writing to the church
office (or email to deb@trinityrc.org or phil@trinityrc.org) by Thanksgiving for
inclusion in this special edition of the Advent Devotional.
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Note from Pastor Deb
Wow - it is hard to believe that November is here! Went from flip flops to shoes and
boots, grilling out to crock pots and pumpkin spice everything. We are definitely a
season-driven culture. But for me, November means something greater. Even
though we celebrate Thanksgiving on the 4th Thursday of the month, I begin to think
about God’s blessings in my life much earlier. Although I always try to live with an
attitude of gratitude, when I turn the calendar page to November, I find myself
intentionally looking for, and thanking God for those things that I often overlook the
rest of the year.
When I come in from the cold, my home is warm and cozy. I am thankful for
furnaces and roofs and walls. When I am greeted at the door by our furry doodle
puppy, Lucy - I am reminded of all the ways God shows me that he loves me - even
when it is with puppy kisses at the end of a long day. When I have the privilege of
witnessing an autumn sunrise or a cloud streaked sunset over Lake Michigan, I am
filled with awe and marvel at God’s gifts of beauty and bigness and surprise that
he has painted for us to enjoy.

And yet the month of Thanksgiving is just beginning. I believe that God has planted
a thankful spirit in each one of us that he has called to be his church. This gratitude
comes from the knowledge that he has paid an incredible price through the death
of his Son so that our own relationship with our Creator can be restored. Me and
you, we are recipients of this amazing thing we call grace. Me and you, we have
been given the gift of life and all that it entails. Me and you, we have been blessed
beyond measure for one reason and one reason only - so that the world will know
that He is our God and we are His. Thank you God!

SERMON SERIES: “LETTERS TO THE CHURCH”
November 4

Pastor Phil

Letter to the Church at Corinth
COMMUNION

November 11

Pastor Deb

Letter to the Church
at Thessalonica

November 18

Pastor Phil

Letter to the Church at Galatia

November 25

Pastor Deb

Letter to the Church at Philippi

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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TUESDAYS AT 10 BIBLE STUDY

You are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 for “That the World May
Know: A Clash of Kingdoms” by Ray VanderLaan. Experience the Bible in historical
context as we discover how Paul communicated the Good News of Christ to
Philippi – a Roman colony that worshiped false gods. Please join me for this 5 week
video study in the Connection Café.
Bible Study will not meet on 11/20, 12/25 or 1/1/2019

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
We are studying Phillip Keller’s book, “A Shepherd Looks at the 23rd Psalm”. Each
week we will look at one line of this beloved psalm from an actual shepherd’s
perspective. What does is mean that the Lord is My Shepherd? What does it mean
to be content?
Bible Study will not meet on 11/21, 12/19, 12/26 and 1/2/2019

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST

We will not meet at Bob Evans in November or December.
We will resume on January 17.
Cover to Cover Book Club will meet the 4th Thursday of
the month at 7pm. We still have a couple of openings.
Hope you can join us! Because of Thanksgiving, we will be
meeting on November 29th this month.

SENIOR MINISTRIES THANKSGIVING DINNER
Thursday, November 8 At Noon
Please be our guest for turkey with all the trimmings.
Hymn Sing with John Taylor at the piano afterwards.
Please sign up at the information table or call Trinity
Church office at 616-396-6526 to reserve your spot!
SENIOR MINISTRIES CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST
December 20 at 9:30
At Trinity
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Upcoming Dates
October 31
No MidWeek

November 7
MidWeek Resumes
November 21
Thanksgiving Service
Join us for dinner followed by a service of gratitude!
November 28
Hanging of the Greens
Join us for dinner, then an activity-filled evening as
we prepare for the Advent and Christmas season!
December 19
Offer Your Gifts
A special MidWeek as our Trinity family leads us in
an evening of worship and gifts offered to the Savior.
What gift will you offer?
December 26
No MidWeek
See you in 2019!
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Ministry Highlight - Monday Morning Work Group
Would you enjoy tackling projects you know will help Trinity Church more successfully fulfill
its call to be transformed into an outward missional focused church that advances the
Good News of God’s Kingdom into the lives of people in our community and beyond?
Would you enjoy times of fellowship around a paint brush, shovel, broom, or cup of coffee?
Would you enjoy a donut or muffin? Would you enjoy making backdrops for vacation Bible
school or special worship services? Would you happen to have some time free on Monday
mornings? If so you are invited to join a faithful group of men who meet Mondays at 8am
to tackle various inside and outside jobs around Trinity church. 8am too early for you? No
problem. Come when you get around in the morning. We'll still put you to work.
Some of the typical things we do are:

Set up tables and chairs for Mid-week programing
Change light bulbs

Fix blinds
Set up for consistory meetings
Fix door locks and handles

Repair vacuums
Maintain the playground

Prepare the outside areas for the changing seasons
Build sets for special services
Paint walls and classrooms

And numerous other maintenance jobs.
Typically we work for a while, break for coffee and conversation, then complete our tasks
and wrap up no later than noon.
Sound like something that could fit into your schedule? GREAT! Contact Ken Brondyke
(392-2977) or Bill Van Auken (394-4906) for more information.
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Our 1998 bus has served us well for 20 years, but the time has come to
invest in more reliable transportation for those in our Trinity family that need
a lift to get to worship and be in community. Thanks to some generous
donations, we were able to put a sizeable down-payment on a new bus. This
vehicle will have a wheelchair lift with space for 2 wheelchair riders and will
provide seating for 20 others. We expect to take delivery some time this
month.
If you would like to contribute towards the purchase and help lower the
amount financed, you may do so through regular collection, writing “BUS” in
the memo, or drop off your contribution at the office.
A special
Rob Harrington,

THANK YOU

to our drivers

Rob Dannenberg,

John Houting

and

Ed Borgman,

John Bedard

for their work to evaluate and choose the model and features
of the new bus, and for their dedication to safely driving so

many of our family members to and from the church!
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NOVEMBER 2018 CALENDAR
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Nov 1

Women of the Word 9:30am
Community Connection Team 7pm

Nov 15

Women of the Word 9:30am
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm

Nov 3
Nov 4

Fall Clean Up 9am
Worship & Communion 9:30am
Hymn Sing with Living Truth 2 6pm
Middle/High School Youth 6:30pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3-5pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner & Activities 6pm
Community Basketball 6:30pm
Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm
Women of the Word 9:30am
Senior Thanksgiving Dinner noon

Nov 17
Nov 18

Middle/High School Lock-In 6:30pm
Worship 9:30am
Congregational Meeting 10:45am
Middle/High School Lock-In Concludes

Nov 6

Nov 7

Nov 8
Nov 11
Nov 12

Nov 13

Nov 14

Worship 9:30am
Middle/High School Youth 6:30pm
Consistory 7pm

Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3-5pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Care Closet 2:30pm
Family Dinner & Activities 6pm
Community Basketball 6:30pm
Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm

Congregational Lunch 11:45am
Adult Bible Study 10am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm

Nov 20

11am

Nov 21

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Thanksgiving Eve Pizza Dinner &
Worship 6pm

Nov 22
Nov 25

Happy Thanksgiving!!
Worship 9:30am
Worship Life Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm

Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 28

Family Dinner & Hanging of the Greens
Community Basketball 6:30pm
Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm
Women of the Word 9:30am

Nov 28

6pm

Happy Birthday!!
Ed Plaggemars
Mike Ward
Clara Ward
Teague Bruursema
Christine Lindstrom
Ted Boeve
Virginia DeWent

11/1
11/2
11/7
11/9
11/11
11/12
11/15

Bill Jarnagin
Jeff Joling
Jeanne Dannenberg
Carla Brower
Randy McSorley
Phyllis Post
Lauren Garza

11/15
11/15
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/19

Lucy Jongekrijg
11/20
Connor Bos
11/21
Kristina Schrotenboer 11/21
Kelly Brink
11/22
Nancy Ponstein
11/24
Kerri Israels
11/30

Happy Anniversary!!
Paul VanderStarre & Carol DeBoer
Scott & Marilyn Brower

11/5
11/7

Harold & Karen Brandsen
Jason & Judy Shoemaker

11/20
11/21
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Dave Jansen, 11:10am Midweek Worship
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Barb Long, Secretary

phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
David@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org

2018 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Dan Kruithof
Sharon Kruse
Kim Schrotenboer
Jan VanAuken
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
Amanda Eckermann
Ed Prince
Pat Yurk

Consistory Officers 2018
Vice President - Jim Allen
Consistory Clerk - Sharon Kruse

Classis Delegate - Dan Kruithof
Chair of Deacons - Sandy Bedard
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Kevin Brower
Clerk of Deacons - Pat Yurk

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

