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NOVEMBER 2017

connections
Sunday, November 12, 2017
Worship - Congregational Meeting - Lunch

On November 12 we will be having our annual congregational meeting. We
will Worship - hold the meeting - and share a meal together. It will be a
wonderful time to celebrate the ministry of Trinity Church.
We will be adjusting our schedule on November 12 in order to include and
involve everyone from both worship services. In order to do this the
Consistory made the decision to hold one worship service starting at 10am.
In order to honor our radio listeners we are going to do a bit of time warp on
the broadcast. For those who tune in to the radio - there will be worship at our
normal time from 9:30-10:30am.
Our schedule for the morning:


One United Worship Service

10:00-11:00am



Congregational Meeting

11:00-11:45am



Lunch in the Gym

11:45am-12:15pm

If you would be willing to make a salad or dessert - please sign up at the
information table.

2

Prayer Connection
Thanksgiving ~~~Transformed to Thanks~living
A Tributary Called Gratitude
Have you considered prayer as a form of tributary? A tributary does not flow
directly into a larger body of water. Rather, water flows from small inlets along its
way, gathering more water before it flows into a lake or ocean.
Prayer sparks attentiveness to the invitation to step into the stream of God’s love.
Prayer occurs in a variety of circumstances, from praise to plea. Prayer resembles
a tributary since by nature it is fluid, never static. God woos us to himself through
the unending flow of his tender care. We respond through praise, adoration,
requests or thanksgiving. We are forever transformed through the practice of
prayer. This tributary of grace continues outward in an unending stream to
encompass family and friends.
When circumstances of our lives are difficult, we pray. Conditions may not
change, but our perception is gradually altered. Inlets of grace, drenched in
prayer along our journey have changed us. Think of a small stone being swept
into a stream. As it moves with the current, it is tumbled and cleansed and
polished. Eventually, that pebble is washed upon the beach thousands of miles
away. Essentially, it is the same stone, yet the transforming forces of nature have
refined it into a nautical treasure. The undeserved favor of God’s grace is
constantly shaping us through the tributary called prayer.
During this Thanksgiving season, may our prayers of gratitude and praise become
tributaries of blessing and grace to all we encounter. “May God from whom all
blessings flow be praised!”

Patti Gell, Prayer Coordinator

Thanksgiving Day Worship 9:30am
Join us in praising and thanking our God
for his provision in our lives.
We will gather for worship at 9:30am
on Thanksgiving Day.
Start your day of thanks off right by
gathering with your church family.
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Join the crew Saturday November 4 for the
annual Fall Clean-up of our church grounds.
Bring along gloves, a rake and whatever
hand tools you like to use.
If you have the means of bringing a
wheelbarrow, that will be helpful too.
We will start at 10:00am,
stay as long as you wish.
Refreshments will be provided.

Thank You
The Hands in Service Team would like the thank the congregation for your help in packing
the Wellness Kits for the Holland Rescue Mission. Your ongoing support of this important
ministry in our community is making a difference in the lives of those in need in our
community.
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MEET AMORY BASTILLE JEWETT
Amory Jewett is a junior at Western Theological Seminary. He hails from Massachusetts and the
Congregational Christian tradition. He is now a member of Hope Church
RCA in Holland, Michigan.
Last September, he arrived in Holland to take up the role of a full-time
Michigan Americorps member. He has been serving in the Faith in Youth
program with Neighbors Plus Alternate Suspension Program, a ministry
associated with Harderwyk Ministries in North Holland. Amory has been
helping middle school children with behavioral and academic problems.
Amory is also a horticulturist and professional gardener. He has done
training at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland, UK.
When he has time, he tries to do a little horticultural work here in
Holland. This past summer, he worked at Eighth Day Farm to help support
food justice in Holland. Amory also enjoys swimming, hiking, reading and
singing!
Amory says that one of the most meaningful verses in the bible to him is “May I never boast of
anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I
to the world.” (Gal 6:14)

SUMMER MISSION TRIP
Los Angeles/Orange County, CA
Thursday July 19, 2018 – Thursday July 26, 2018
“Being the Church Where You are Planted”
The Church is hard at work around the globe demonstrating
the love of Jesus Christ to a lost and hurting world. Although the Gospel message is
the same, the face of Christ’s church often looks different depending on its cultural
context. Join Pastor Deb as we travel to southern California to see the Church in action
in LA, Compton, Garden Grove and Paramount. Hear the stories, meet the pastors, feed
the people, join 1500 others for the Compton Work day. If you want to be challenged,
“wow”ed, and caused to ponder – please consider joining me on this adventure. This
trip is limited to 18 participants. High schoolers are welcome but due to the intensity
of the trip, must be accompanied by their parent or mentor. Thinking about it? Sign up
at the table if you would like to receive more information.
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Heart Songs with Ah-Men!

On November 19 our Heart Songs series will continue with music presented by Ah-Men! The
evening will be a combination of quartet music sung by Ah-Men! as well as congregational singing.
Ah-Men! was originally created in 2010 to sing for a local fund raiser. It soon became clear
that singers James De Jong, Gary Gramer, Jeff Peerbolt and Roger Nyhuis had a future beyond just
that one event. Unlike traditional men's quartets you may be familiar with, Ah-Men! performs a
wide variety of musical styles including Southern Gospel, classics and contemporary. Their musical
abilities are showcased on two CD’s available for purchase.
James De Jong, co-founder of Lake Effect choir and former Associate Director of the Holland
Chorale, sings first tenor for Ah-Men! Jim studied music at Grand Rapids Community College and
Calvin College. Jim has been a featured soloist throughout West Michigan and currently serves as
Worship Director at Faith Reformed Church in Zeeland.
Gary Gramer, lead singer, has been performing around the country since 1956. Gary has
shared the stage with well-known personnel Bob Newhart, BJ Thomas, and various Lawrence Welk
stars. Gary is adept at various music genres such as jazz, oratorio, gospel and Broadway classics.
Currently, he spends most of his singing time with Ah-Men!
Jeff Peerbolt is a mechanical engineer by education, a business owner by vocation and a
musician by passion. His favorite is singing baritone with Ah-Men! Additionally, Jeff has been singing
with the Holland Chorale for over 20 years. For the last 8 years he has studied opera, singing several
support roles with Opera Grand Rapids including Cesare Angelotti in Puccini’s “Tosca” as well as
other area opera groups.
Roger Nyhuis, a life-long West Michigan resident, is a graduate of the Holland Christian school
system and Nettleton Commercial College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Roger enjoyed singing for as
long as he can remember, going way back to his grade school soprano days and progressing through
the voice ranges to where he is today....the bass singer for Ah-Men! For the last 30 plus years, Roger
has been privileged to work with several locally based Gospel Quartets, most recently with Ah-Men.
After some 4 decades in the broadcasting industry, Roger became a realtor and loves serving the
community in this capacity. When he's not singing or finding that perfect home for a client, Roger
enjoys spending time with his children, grandchildren...and of course, his golfing buddies. Tina
Carson is accompanist for the group as well as for the Lake Effect choir.
Join Ah-Men! for an inspirational night of Heart Songs, 6pm Sunday, November 19.
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
TUESDAYS AT 10:00 “The Word Became Flesh…” Bible Study
“The Word Became Flesh...” Bible Study, Tuesday's at 10:00. Each week we dig deeper into the
commandment for the month following the study guide available in the back of the
sanctuary. We pray together, study together and engage in conversation about the text. No
preparation is required. If you would like to be part of a community that is growing deeper
together, please join us in the Connection Café, Tuesday mornings. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Deb. (We will not meet on Tuesdays 12/12 or 12/19)

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
Video Study: “The Story of Heaven” with Max Lucado and Randy Frazee offers
an awe-inspiring look into the hope and promise of eternal life and how this can
affect the way we live today.
(There will be no Bible study on 11/8 or 11/22)

SENIOR MINISTRIES
THIRD ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER
Thursday, November 9 at noon
Join other seniors for a turkey dinner with all of the
trimmings at Trinity. After dinner, we will have a good
old fashioned hymn sing with John Taylor at the
piano. There is no charge but please RSVP at
616-396-6526 or sign up at the information table, so we
can set a place for you!

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST POTLUCK
Third Thursday, December 21 at 9:30 at Trinity
Join us for a delicious breakfast prepared by you! Call the
church office or sign up at the information table to bring a
breakfast casserole, fruit or pastry item (if you are able). It’s
hard to beat a good hot breakfast on a cold winter morning
with a cup of coffee and good friends. And to top it off – an
opportunity to sing your favorite Christmas Carols. There is no
charge for this event but please RSVP at 616-396-6526 and let
us know that you are coming and if you are able to bring a
dish to pass.

7

Grace Adventures Fall Ladies Retreat
Renew, Restore, Refresh 2017
Some of you would not have recognized us for the
make-over we experienced. Our weekend started off
Friday evening in The Beacon with a Chocolate Buffet
mixed with some fruits and veggies - just so we could feel
a little like we were making wise and healthy food
choices. After depositing our luggage (and small
appliances), we made our way to the first of four worship
services led by Lina Abujamra who is a pediatric doctor
with a passion for telling others about The Word and
Jesus. We mean PASSION - she was a very intense speaker who motivated her listeners to
pick up their bibles and READ! Though the rain threatened here and there, clouds held off
just enough on Saturday for TRC ladies to bike ride and climb the dunes, shoot at the
ranges, climb in the high ropes course, zip line and ride horse. We all took advantage of
some pampering and the unending delicious food and beverages
that were provided. Campfires, classes and the prayer room in The
Lantern offered moments of digging deeper or quietly spending
time with our Lord. Our ladies are not timid folk! We took Bingo to a
whole new level with extreme Tidily Winks and Heather finally won
her name on the Grace Adventures trophy after winning the
Adventure Race with the help of Carol and a few other “misfits”
from other churches. It was bittersweet to leave it all behind on
Sunday (especially after a lovely time on the lake in kayaks or on the
pontoon), but we truly did come back as promised - Renewed,
Refreshed and Restored. If any ladies wish to join us next year,
please talk with any of us who went this year about more details. It’s a touch of Heaven
when so many women from so many places come together as one in worshipping our One
True God. Thank you for supporting us in this retreat experience!
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Advice For Those Entering Into a
New Relationship or Marriage


In today’s culture it’s funny to make your spouse the butt of jokes or for kids to make fun of
and disrespect their parents. But in a good marriage, spouses compliment each other and
speak highly of them. Lift each other up within your circle of friends and compliment your
spouse as you talk to (or are in hearing distance of) your children.



Communication both ways is the key to any relationship.



Communication is key. If something is on your mind, speak it.



Just as Christ gave himself completely to us to his greater glory, submit to each other in
love no natter what the reason.



Keep the ring on.



Remind yourself often how lucky you are to have your spouse. Be thankful you were
brought together. Talk often, but watch your words. Once spoke, they can’t be reeled back
in and can do real damage. Talk enough that you know each other’s dreams and fears as
well as you know your own.



Have shared goals as a couple - spiritual, educational, financial.



God first!



Have your spouse’s back. Be interested in your spouse.



Electronics free time - no cell phone at the table, no TV in the kitchen or bedroom.



Respect their ideas and perspectives.



Be prepared to forgive each other MUCH!



Happy wife, happy life!



Don’t try to change your loved one, but remember what you love about them. Cherish and
appreciate who they are and let God do any changing that He finds necessary.



Marriage is not a 50-50 partnership. It must be 100-100 or it will not be at its best.



Make sure to set a “date night” once a week to concentrate on being a couple. This may be
easy at first but much more needed as the years go by.
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WE NEED YOU!!!!
2017/2018 School Year
SUNDAYS
Connection Café
Provide Treats
Special Events Set up/Kitchen
Special Events Clean up/Kitchen
Drive Bus
Praise Team (Tuesday Rehearsal)
Vocalists
Instrumentalists
Sound Room
Greeters
Nursery
Children in Worship
Kids Time – 2nd Service
Youth Mentors
Provide Dinners for Youth
Mondays
Monday Morning Work Crew
Tuesdays
Basket Ball Players
Wednesdays
Midweek
Set up Tables and Chairs
Wash Tables and Chairs
Take Down Tables and Chairs
Cooks, Dishwashers, Servers
Provide Cookies
Children’s Ministry
Bible Study Leaders
Choir
Care Closet

Thursdays
Fold Bulletins
ANY DAY – as needed
Prayer Warriors
Provide Meal for Family in Need
Donate Cookies
Make Quilts & Blankets
Lead Bible Studies
Special Event Set-up or Clean-up
Donate Care Closet Items
Pull Weeds
Play Instruments
Visit Shut-ins & Elderly
Prepare Funeral Lunches
Change Light Bulbs
Organize Closets
Clean the Church Bus
Fix the Church Bus
Go on Mission Trips
Support Mission Trips
Pray for Mission Trips
Make Phone Calls
Shop for Groceries
Fix Sprinkler Heads
Create Multimedia Presentations
Take Pictures
Cut Wood
Volunteer in the Community
Clean the Church Kitchen
Maintain the Beauty of Our Building
Maintain the Apple Trail
Water & Maintain the Plants
Trim Trees
Take out Garbage
Wash Windows
Fill in for Office Help
Encourage Pastor & Staff Members

NOVEMBER 2017 CALENDAR
Nov 1

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner & Fall Festival 6pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Nov 2

Women of the Word 9:30am

Nov 4

Fall Clean Up 10am

Nov 5

Worship & Communion 9:30am
Worship & Communion 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Nov 6

Stewardship Team 7pm

Nov 7

Adult Bible Study 10am
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Nov 8

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Care Closet 2:30pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Nov 15

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Nov 16

Women of the Word 9:30am
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm

Nov 19

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Ah-Men Concert 6pm

Nov 21

Adult Bible Study 10am
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Nov 22

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Nov 23

Thanksgiving Worship 9:30am

Nov 26

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
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Nov 9

Women of the Word 9:30am
Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon noon

Nov 27

Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am

Nov 11

Youth Group Lock In 6:30pm

Nov 28

Nov 12

Worship 10am
Congregational Meeting 11am
Congregational Lunch 11:45am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Adult Bible Study 10am
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Nov 29

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Nov 30

Women of the Word 9:30am

Nov 13

Consistory 7pm

Nov 14

Adult Bible Study 10am
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Kelli Green, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary
Dave Jansen

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
kelli@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org
david.jansen@hope.edu

2017 TRINITY CONSISTORY

Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Gregg Harper
Sharon Kruse
Steve Lundy
Kim Schrotenboer
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
John Houting
Tim Kroll
Pat Yurk

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Chris DeGraaf
Dan Kruithof
Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

chris@trinityrc.org
dskruithof1@charter.net
pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

