TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

OCT 2020

Connections
Dear People of Trinity,
It is time. After many months of participating in Sunday services from our homes, while in
our cars, or while sitting in our lawn chairs, we will once again open our sanctuary for in-person
worship on Sunday, September 27. Some of you are unsure about gathering in a group, and that’s
ok. We hope that if you cannot yet join us, you will continue to enjoy our service on WHTC,
Facebook Live, or via live stream on your computer. Some of you have been anxiously waiting to
“come inside” the sanctuary, to see one another and be in community once again. It will be good to
see your faces (or at least your eyes) when we come together!
The past few months of Connections have outlined the safety steps that are being taken as
we find ourselves still in the middle of a pandemic. If you are not familiar with our COVID-19
updates or the “10 Commitments,” please visit our website at www.trinityrc.org and click on the
COVID-19 update to better understand what Sunday mornings will look like.
Masks are required the entire time you are in the building and hand sanitizer will be located
just inside the front doors as well as at the entrance of the sanctuary. After entering, the greeters
will gladly usher you to your seats in order to assure proper distancing. Please let the usher know
how many are in your group (whether family group or those in your “safe group”) so that we can
maximize our seating arrangement. After the service, our greeters will usher you outside the
building where you are welcome to fellowship with one another.
Yes, there are lots of changes, but if we work together, Trinity can once again be a safe place
to gather. And please, please, please… if you are feeling ill or anyone in your household is ill, please
stay home. If you have been exposed to the Corona Virus, we also ask that you refrain from
attending until given the ok by your doctor to return.
Finally, on Sunday, October 18, we will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting following the
9:30 service. If you are unable to attend due to COVID-19 concerns but have questions or
comments, you are welcome to send a note to the church or via email to Pastor Deb at
deb@trinityrc.org. Consistory will address your questions either at the congregational meeting or
through follow-up correspondence.
We ask for your continued prayers, not only for Trinity Church, but for those churches around
the globe who are faced with similar challenges. Continue to pray that we put other people’s needs
before our own in order to love well. Pray that, although church may look different, the church is
not a building. WE are the church. We are indeed a unique group of people called by God anointed, gifted, empowered, and sent by the Holy Spirit to go and show others who Jesus is. This is
our ongoing act of worship!
Grace and Peace,

Your Consistory and Staff

Final Covid-19 Parking Lot Service
September 20, 2020
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Congregational Meeting Sunday, October 18
Immediately following the morning worship service
Your voice is important. Please join us as we elect our elders and deacons, present our 2021
budget and celebrate what God is doing at Trinity. If you do not feel comfortable attending
in-person, you may submit your questions/concerns in writing to the church office or to Pastor Deb
at deb@trinityrc.org. They will be addressed at the congregational meeting or by written
correspondence.
For those who are computer comfortable and not yet ready to gather in person, you can also join
us by Zoom. To participate in this way, you will need a working camera and a microphone
connected to your computer, a smartphone or tablet, or you can dial in on any phone and
participate with audio only.
On Smartphone or Tablet:
• Get on the App Store and download the Zoom app. Open it at meeting time, and enter this code
and password:
• Meeting ID: 863 2005 5473
• Password: 712
You should be set!
On Computer (with mic and camera):
• Go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86320055473?
pwd=NytQSW44R293NUIvTFVzaGRHQlp3UT09 (you can also request a link that you can click by
email).
If you’ve never used Zoom before, it will walk you through download prompts, you’ll enter your
name, and you’ll be connected! If you get stuck and need a Meeting ID and Password, see above.
If you CANNOT make these options work, you can dial in as a conference call from any phone.
• Call 1-312-626-6799
• Enter Meeting ID: 863 2005 5473
• Enter Password: 712
For Help:
Anyone who is interested in joining on Zoom and would like help can contact Pastor Phil at
phil@trinityrc.org to request assistance or instruction on how to use Zoom.
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A Back To School Prayer

Teresa Harrington

"O what peace we often forfeit, o what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer."
- "What a Friend We Have in Jesus"
This fall, parents are sending their students to learn in some kind of environment they've never
imagined. Administrators are sending staff members to educate children with many facets still
unknown. In all of this sending, there has been much angst. Let us come to the Lord in prayer
with our petitions and praise him for his words of assurance and answered prayers. Let us "take it
to the Lord in prayer."
Parents: I've heard you. Many of you are confused or fearful or unsure and trying to figure out
what's right for your child in being educated and safe. Turn to the Lord in Isaiah 12:2 "Yes, indeed
- God is my salvation. I trust, I won't be afraid. God - yes God! - is my strength and song, and best
of all my salvation." Trust in him, parents. Know that whatever decision you make, it is the RIGHT
one and God will work with you and your child exactly where you are. What you choose IS the
right decision. Parents, we also know that you are tired. Scheduling and rescheduling - making
arrangements when with each day and hour a new email arrives that up-heaves everything. Turn
to the Lord in Isaiah 26 "People with their minds set on you, you keep completely whole, steady
on their feet, because they keep at it and don't quit. Depend on God (parents) and keep at it
because in the Lord God you have a sure thing." Don't quit, parents. Keep at it. Stay focused on
Him.
Students: Returning to school always has its uncertainties - new schedules, new routines, new
teachers, new friends, etc. This year adds so much more uncertainty with safety protocols and
learning online platforms. It may feel as if you cannot find your way. Turn to the Lord in Isaiah 30
"Your teacher will be right there, local and on the job, urging you on whenever you wander left or
right: 'This is the right road. Walk down this road.'" Students, look to Jesus as your teacher
guiding you each day. He will keep you on the right track - just keep your eyes on Him. Students, I
know of your anxiety - so many questions and unknowns - it's overwhelming! Turn to Isaiah
40:31 "Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength - they will soar on wings of eagles,
they will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not grow faint." Students, you are NOT
ALONE! God is right there to lift you up so you can SOAR through this school year! Always HOPE
in the Lord! Isaiah 41:13 "Because I, your God, have a firm grip on your and I'm NOT LETTING
GO. I'm telling you, 'DON'T PANIC. I'm right here to help you.'" He's right there, students. He's
not letting go of YOU!
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A Back To School Prayer

Teresa Harrington

"O what peace we often forfeit, o what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer."
- "What a Friend We Have in Jesus"
Teachers and Staff: You are being asked to interact with masses - which normally you are trained
to do. But in this case you haven't seen 20+ or 30+ people in a single room since March 13!
Teachers and Staff, remember your calling - see Isaiah 42. Through Christ, you are "bringing
people into the open, into light: opening blind eyes, releasing prisoners from dungeons,
emptying the dark prisons." As staff members you are entrusted with the most vulnerable in our
society. You have been called to the ministry. Take heart! These last (almost) six months have
been horrendous - something the like you never would have expected. Isaiah 43 tells us "Forget
about what's happened; don't keep going over old history. Be alert, be present. I'm about to do
something brand new. It's bursting out! Don't you see it? There it is! I'm making a road through
the desert." God is going to do something brand new and marvelous! He loves setting things
straight. Don't hold on to the desperate and helpless feelings from last year's school closing. Look
to see what is happening now! With God on your side, you cannot go wrong! Be bold and
courageous!
Administrators: You have been caught between meeting state and district and health code
mandates and meeting the needs of those you lead. Perhaps you feel all alone in this wondering if anyone remembers YOU? Isaiah 49 "Can a mother forget her baby? Or a woman the
child within her womb? Yet even if these forget, I will never forget my own. Never. I have carved
you on the palm of my hand." God has NOT abandoned you. He sees you and knows you. You
were formed for a time such as this to lead and encourage those whom you are sending. When
you feel in doubt of yourself, remember Isaiah 50 "The Master, God, has given me a well-taught
tongue so I know how to encourage tired people. HE wakes me up in the morning, wakes me up,
open my ears to listen as one ready to take orders." Administrators, lean on Jesus who IS The
Word. Seek him each morning and he'll give you what you need through each day.

This is a time of great joy! We can celebrate whatever this school season will look like knowing
that God is with us, goes before us, and will never leave us. Isaiah 61, "I will sing for joy in God,
explode in praise from deep in my soul! He dressed me up in a suit of salvation, he outfitted me
in a robe of righteousness." GO BOLDLY into this school year with GREAT JOY! Amen and Amen!
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COVID-19
Update
9/20/2020

Trinity Church is committed to the safety of our friends and family and will
re-open cautiously on September 27th for Sunday services according to our
State and Federal Government’s general recommendations. Our guiding
principles are centered on loving our neighbors well by utilizing safety
precautions that consider the well-being of others – especially those who are
most vulnerable. We ask that you show grace to us and others as we
navigate what church looks like at “such a time as this.”
Many of you may feel uncomfortable about coming into the building to
worship and being part of a larger gathering, and that’s OK. We also
encourage those of you who are considered “high risk” to remain safely at
home for the time being. We will continue to gather via the radio broadcast
on WHTC and internet livestream even if you are unable to be physically
present in the sanctuary at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. Our service will also be
available to listen to at a later date on our website at www.trinityrc.org under
the worship tab. Below, you will find important information regarding what to
expect as we move back into our building:
MASKS
We ask that everyone wear a face mask, per the guidelines of the State of
Michigan. Because some folks are unable to wear masks due to a health
condition, we ask others to be diligent in order to protect these who are
more vulnerable. Please refrain from touching your eyes, nose and mouth as
well. If you do not have a mask or happen to forget it on any given Sunday,
masks will be available.
SOCIAL DISTANCING
Please respect the 6’ social distancing parameters and refrain from hugging
and shaking hands. If you become uneasy with someone getting “too close”,
please feel free to ask them to respect your “space”. Please understand that
it might be difficult for some folks to ask others to respect their space so be
mindful of keeping 6’ between you and them. (There should be 4 chairs
between your group and the next when sitting in the sanctuary.)
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HEALTH ASSESSMENT
Consider your health when deciding to attend church on Sunday morning. If
you are sick, or anyone in your home is ill, please stay home and join us online
or via the radio. You must be fever-free and without a cough for 72 hours
before Sunday morning. If you are not feeling well and are tested for
COVID-19, please contact Pastor Deb or Pastor Phil immediately so that proper
precautions can be taken. Your information will be held in confidence.
CHILDREN
There will be no Children in Worship, Time for Children or nursery on Sunday
mornings. Children must stay within an arm’s reach of their parents or
guardians the entire time they are on church property. The round tables at the
rear in the Connection Café are reserved for parents to gather with their
children during the service. Parents are welcome to bring snacks and activities
for the children in their own family. After the service, please wipe your table
down with the cleaning supplies that are provided.
ENTERING AND EXITING
The kitchen and drinking fountains will be closed. Please feel free to bring your
own coffee or water.
Bibles, hymnbooks and friendship pads have been removed from the
sanctuary. Please bring your Bible from home. If you do not have one, we
would be happy to provide one for you.
Doors will be open 15 minutes before the service. Please remain in your vehicle
until the doors open. Once the doors open, please abide by the 6’ socialdistancing guidelines and wear a mask. If you do not have a mask, one will be
provided for you.
Please wash your hands with sanitizer upon entering the building.
You will be greeted at the open doors and will be directed to your mailbox to
pick up your nametag and other correspondence. You and your family or you
and your “safe circle” will then be directed to your seat(s) which will be
positioned 6’ from those around you. (SIX feet equals 4 chairs apart. Every
other row will be taped off)
Please remain seated until you are dismissed by row to allow for proper socialdistancing. Please return your nametags to the basket before exiting the
building. You are welcome to connect with your friends once outside of the
building while being mindful of social-distancing.
Besides the restrooms, all other areas of the building are closed on Sunday
mornings at this time.
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DURING THE SERVICE
Worship leaders will not be masked when singing and/or speaking but will
be masked at all other times.
We will not be collecting offering during the service but offering plates will
be set up in the sanctuary for you to deposit your gifts upon entering or
exiting the sanctuary. Online giving is also available on our website at
www.trinityrc.org
SOCIAL EVENTS
We have been contacted by the Ottawa County Health Department as a
reminder that we are unable to host events with more than 10 people in our
building and can have gatherings no larger than 100 outside until further
notice. For that reason, we will not be accepting reservations for family
events, weddings, open houses, parties, community events, receptions, etc.
until restrictions are lifted.
THE OFFICE
The office will remain closed while the state is in Phase 4 which requires
people to work remotely if possible. When the state reopens to Phase 5, the
office will be open but office hours may be adjusted to minimize face to
face contact. In the meantime, if you need to meet with Pastor Deb, Pastor
Phil, or another staff member, please make an appointment. In order to
provide a safe work environment for church staff, please do not enter the
office area without making prior arrangements. We know this is not ideal
and that relationships are so important in carrying out ministry so we
encourage you to call. We are here for you – but in a different way.
Pastor Deb
269-599-8730 (cell)
Pastor Phil
906-298-1701 (cell)

If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please
call the church office and leave a message. With the landscape of Covid-19
changing frequently, in-person gatherings may be unpredictable so
communication is especially vital to staying connected. If you already receive
the bulletin and Connections, etc. in the mail, you need not contact the office.
Be sure and check the TV stations though for last minute cancellations as we are
unable to contact everyone personally.
If you are attending in-person services and would like your name removed from
our weekly mailing list please contact the church office.
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THE TEN COMMITMENTS
I shall not come to church if I am sick.
I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick.
I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church.
I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church.
If I do not have one, one will be provided to me.
I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church.

I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church.
I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60,
have a preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk.
I shall exit the building when the service is over.
I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside
after the service is concluded.
I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior.

•
•
•
•

Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM, via live stream
at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm and live on Trinity’s Facebook page.
Join us for noon prayer time on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) Tuesday and Friday.
Don’t miss Kids Club every Wednesday evening on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland)!
The bulletin, Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals will be mailed to those who
do not have internet access. For those with internet access, the bulletin, Connections
newsletter and monthly devotionals will be available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”

Monthly Devotional:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Daily Devotional”
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE: HOSPITALITY
I Peter 4:7-11
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you
have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they
should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
For the month of October, we are focusing on the spiritual discipline of hospitality. Hospitality
is central to the lives of God’s people. I suspect we mostly think of hospitality in terms of
hosting visitors at our homes – a practice that COVID-19 has largely put on pause. But
hospitality has many expressions, because hospitality – at its core – is a position of the heart.
Throughout scripture, God is gracious to the covenant people, and we are instructed to be
gracious to others in the same way. And how God feels about a lack of hospitality is striking –
go take a look at how God deals with the city of Sodom in Genesis 19, or how Jesus talks about
this in the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25. It’s a big deal, because we’re
talking about how we reflect God’s character.
As the church, we are called to a high standard of welcome and embrace. Through this month,
our devotional will offer opportunities for journaling and self-reflection to grow in this vital
spiritual discipline.
It seems like a really good time to look carefully at the book of Acts. From now until Advent we will
be looking closely at the men and women that God used to birth his Church, the role of the Holy
Spirit, the scattering of the Church and its effect on culture.
PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER
October 4th

Acts 6

Pastor Phil (Communion)

October 11th

Acts 6-8

Pastor Deb

October 18th

Acts 8

Pastor Phil

October 25th

Acts 8

Pastor Deb

November 1st

Acts 11

Pastor Phil (Communion)

Community Action House is looking for Friday volunteers to help
with various aspects of food distribution in the community. For
more information or to volunteer, please contact Meagan Maas
at 517-281-2911 or 616.392.2368, ext. 109.
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NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES
You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct your meetings. If
pre-arranged with Lauren, your group/committee of 10 or less may meet in the
Connection Café. Again, please practice social-distancing and wear your
masks. There is a cleaning cart in the Café for you to sanitize the area that
you use before and after you meet. If you have any questions, please
contact Lauren.

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK

12

Tuesdays at 10 Bible Study
We are studying the book of Acts - following the fall sermon series. We will be
meeting outside, weather permitting and will follow social distancing
guidelines. The building will be open for access to the restrooms. As the
temperatures turn colder we will meet in the Connection Café at a proper
distance while wearing masks. Please let Pastor Deb know if you are coming
so that you can receive notifications if plans change.

Cover to Cover Book Club will meet
October 22nd at 7 pm. We will be
discussing “All Things New” by Lynn
Austin. Don’t forget your mask!
THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST IS
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

NEWS FROM PASTOR PHIL QUINN
Fall Children’s Ministry
For the fall, we have a registration page online for families to sign up
to receive mail packets that correspond to the video that is posted
each Wednesday. Please pray for families of our young people as they
navigate a school year with a lot of unknowns and moving parts.
We’re grateful that we can cling to the solid, unshakable rock in a
season of so much uncertainty – and just as grateful for the privilege
to share that hope and good news with young people in this way.

Youth Group October Bonfires
High School and Middle School students are invited for socially
distanced, outdoor fun on Sunday nights this month! We will meet at
the fire pit on Sundays, 5:30-7pm. Marshmallows and sanitized sticks
will be provided, and folks are welcome to bring their own food and
drinks.

APPLE PICKING AT THE DUTCH FARM MARKET ORCHARDS
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Update from Wayne & Miho Jansen

August 2020

Dear Friends,
First, we want to thank all of you brothers and sisters for being such wonderful support as
partners in mission with us for nearly three decades! We are blessed as our fellowship
through the Holy Spirit has used you to help spread the gospel in Japan as we continue to
teach at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary and Ferris Girls’ School during a challenging
time in our history. We pray for God’s blessings on all of you as you also may be challenged
by the need to attend worship remotely or in other ways.
Hope is the word I wish to share with you during this hot August in Tokyo. It’s a word that
the year 2020 has largely failed to bring to our minds. I share no photographs with this
letter because there are times when we need to be aware of what is happening deep within
ourselves, especially with the Adversary hard at work trying to convince us that all is vain
and that there is no good to hope for.
We have all seen the images of people suffering, medical personnel overwhelmed and
hospitals running out of room, riots from protests for freedom in Hong Kong to justice in
the United States. These are painful images that can cause us to lose hope and succumb to
fear as the Adversary works against our faith in the love that Jesus Christ brought to us.
At Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, we are teaching remotely over the internet. There are
challenges in not sharing a classroom where we can freely talk and exchange ideas, but we
are also given a new opportunity to be creative, and a new awareness that it is possible to
learn in new ways. Hope has never disappeared. It has been realized in different and diverse
ways for which we are thankful.
It’s going to be a long road as medical doctors, scientists, and lab technicians around the
world work diligently to develop better treatments for the virus that threatens our lives at
present. But hope has never been diminished. Let’s praise God for the commitment of
these people and continue to pray for them.
The experience of 2020 has heightened our understanding that we all need to be united as
one body of Christ to bring love to a broken world. By praying together with the hope that is
in Christ Jesus, we will find life.
In Christ,
Wayne and Miho

OCTOBER 2020 CALENDAR
Oct 1

WOW in the Morning 9:30am
Community Connection Team 7pm

Oct 4

Worship & World Wide Communion
(Elements brought from home) 9:30am
Deacons Meeting 6pm
Finance Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW in the Morning 9:30am
Worship 9:30am
Adult Bible Study 10am
Consistory 7pm

Oct 5
Oct 6
Oct 7
Oct 8
Oct 11
Oct 13
Oct 14

Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
Care Closet By Appointment

Oct 15
Oct 18
Oct 20
Oct 21

Oct 22
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 28
Oct 29
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WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Worship 9:30am
Congregational Meeting 10:30am
Adult Bible Study 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
Staff Meeting noon
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm
Worship 9:30am
Worship Life Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am

Looking Ahead
Daylight savings time ends. Turn your
clocks back one hour on Nov. 1.

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org) and Facebook page
(Trinity Church—Holland) will include more up to date
information about church events as we move through this
Covid-19 season and make decisions on a week by week basis.
October Birthdays
Glen Vereeke
Emmalynn Breuker
Jade Quinn
Sandra Lundie
Dennis Snyder
Al VanderZiel

10/2
10/5
10/7
10/12
10/12
10/15

Jim Bos
Edithe Johnson
Brooklyn Oom
Darrell Sandusky
Nick Christiaans
Sally Harper

10/18
10/18
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25

Jeanette Olbrich
10/29
Nancy Quillian
10/29
Nayeli Bruursema
10/30
Jennifer Timmer
10/30
Stella Castaneda Sanders
10/30

October Anniversaries
Steve & Crystal Lundy
Everett & Katie Cribbs

10/1
10/6

John & Sandy Bedard
Ken & Kathy Brondyke

10/20
10/21
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lauren@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2020 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
Bob Koning
Dan Kruithof
Dave Tanis
Jan VanAuken
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Amanda Eckermann
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy
Ed Prince

Consistory Officers 2020
Vice President - Gregg Harper
Consistory Clerk - Jan VanAuken
Chair of Deacons - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Steve Lundy
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann

REMINDER
If the National Weather service issues a
weather WARNING, all services/programs
at Trinity are cancelled.

