TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

OCTIBER 2019

Connections
Worship - Congregational Meeting - Lunch

It’s that time of year when we meet as a congregation and take a few minutes
to reflect on our past and vision for the future what God has ordained for Trinity.
Yes, there is business to do - a budget to approve, elders and deacons to select
and reports to share. But in the middle of the business we can see God’s hand at
work. We can see his provision during challenging times. We can give testimony
to God blessing us in unexpected and amazing ways. We have witnessed
prayers being answered in the middle of struggle. We are seeing people
stepping up to do the work of Christ’s Church…and then, there’s the blankets.
As a member of Trinity, what have you seen? What have you witnessed? What
do you hope for? What do you dream of? What are your fears?
We need to hear your voice and we need your prayers as we prepare for our

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 20
Immediately following the worship service.
Lunch will be provided by our Consistory.
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NOTE FROM PASTOR DEB
On October 6, churches all over the world will celebrate
World Wide Communion Sunday. It’s one of my favorite
worship celebrations. Regardless of one’s ethnicity or
country of origin, whether prisoner or free, male or
female, rich or poor we all come to the table as one.
Whether young or old, healthy or ill, democrat or
republican, we share the cup and break the bread
together. And each time we celebrate the sacrament of
communion we are joining those that have gone before us and those who have yet
to come in proclaiming one Christ.
Whether we find ourselves in a church with a steeple, or in a great cathedral
in Europe, or in a grass hut in the jungles of Africa or hidden in a darkened room
where Christianity is forbidden – we celebrate what God has done, is doing and will
do through his Son, Jesus, by sharing the elements. Perhaps we are sharing cubes
of white bread or paper-thin wafers blessed by a priest. Maybe we will pass the
naan, the tortillas, the pitas or the matzo to symbolize the body of Christ broken
for each of us. Perhaps there is wine or grape juice or simply water that is poured,
representing the blood of Christ shed for us. Or maybe, just maybe, believers join
us on this particular Sabbath without anything to eat or drink but meet us at the
table as One - One Church, One body – to proclaim One God.
It takes such courage to live out our faith in a world that calls itself “the
norm”. It takes such boldness to speak truth when it would be much easier to stay
quiet. It requires perseverance and discipline to focus on the race set before us
instead of veering off track by all of the distractions surrounding us. And think of
the men and women of the church throughout the ages - men and women who
Have sacrificed much for the Gospel, men and women who have died for their faith.
As we gather for communion this month, I pray that you experience the
fullness of what it means to share the bread and the cup. The place of worship, the
table and the elements may look different depending on where you live in the
world, but God’s promise remains the same. “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but will
have eternal life” (John 3:16).
“The Holy Supper we celebrate is a feast of remembrance, of communion,
and of hope. We come remembering that our Lord Jesus Christ perfectly
fulfilled the law, even to death on the cross. Because of God’s eternal
covenant of grace, we are accepted. We will never be forsaken…We come
in hope believing that as surely as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we will be raised from the dead into eternal life”.
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Worship Arts Intern
My name is Katie Cribbs. I’m 24 years old, and I was born and
raised in Muskegon, MI.
My husband Everett and I were married on October 6, 2018,
and we currently reside in Roosevelt Park. We have a cat
named Moscato and a dog named Duke. I graduated from
Mona Shores High School in 2013 and pursued a degree in
baking and pastry from Baker College of Muskegon.
I currently work at Lake Trust Credit Union in Grand Haven
as a member experience associate. I handle day to day teller
transactions in addition to new account opening, loan
origination, loan closing, IRA and trust accounts.
From a young age, I’ve always loved music. My parents started me in the orchestra program when I was in
5th grade and I continued playing violin all the way through high school. I picked up guitar in 10th grade
and have just taught myself from then on. I started getting involved with the worship team at my previous
church in Muskegon.
I came to Trinity about four years ago and I’m so grateful to everyone who welcomed me and Everett with
open arms. We look forward to getting to know everyone and what God had planned for our future!

We’re so grateful for the opportunity to invest in Katie this year! Internships are one of the ways Trinity
Reformed Church lives into our call to disciple leaders of the church, to invest in their gifts and to walk
alongside them as they explore the call God is placing on their lives.
When we take on an intern like Katie, we sign a covenant with them. Trinity Reformed Church commits to:
•

Provide a loving church family for the student.

•

Offer ministry opportunities that will introduce the internship student to various aspects of church and
ministry life, and that allow the internship student to utilize her gifts.

•

Supply a stipend to support the intern during the internship.

•

Connect the intern with at least one family-provided meal each month.

•

Provide a prayer partner who will commit to praying over the intern’s life and ministry.

•

Provide an internship mentor.

Investing in an intern is a community effort – Katie has entered into a covenant with our church as a body!
We invite you to prayerfully consider how you might engage in this investment. Offering encouragement,
inviting them to a meal after church, or committing to pray for her are just a few ways you get started.
Thank you for being a congregation that is committed to investing in the gifts of the church!
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VISION 2020
The Vision 2020 Team was formed by General Synod 2018 to prayerfully
explore three different scenarios for the future of the RCA: staying together,
significant reorganization, and grace-filled separation. A group of 12 people
from across the denomination will present their recommendation to General
Synod 2020.
The team was proposed by interim general secretary Don Poest in response
to deep divisions in the denomination. Poest identified human sexuality as a
point of significant division in our denomination, but he acknowledged
other divisions as well, including polity and lack of alignment with
Transformed & Transforming, the RCA's strategic goal.
The theological differences within the RCA have led us to a point where we
are not sure how to continue ministry together. This is not to say that some
love the Bible and others don’t. It is not to say that some love Jesus and
some don’t. Instead, it seems that the approach to the text is fundamentally
different among traditional and progressive thinkers. Having said that,
questions must be answered regarding what the future of the RCA looks like
as we continue to address the issues of the day.
As the RCA continues to grapple with these issues, we as a congregation
plan on gathering together for our own conversations. Date(s) will be
published in the bulletin and/or in a future Connections.

You are invited to an information sharing event around this topic on
Tuesday evening, October 8 at 7pm at Fellowship Reformed
Church, 2165 W. Lakewood Blvd.
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Women of the Word (WOW)
DID YOU KNOW….
That WOW has been around a long time, I mean, a really long time at Trinity? Back in the early
70’s, Aletha Daniels, the wife of former pastor Wil Daniels, invited the many young women at Trinity
to join her in a group she called “Spiritual Fitness.” My memory says there were 10-12 of us who met
weekly at her home and focused on some basic truths from the Bible - that God loves us and wants a
relationship with us. Mostly newlyweds, we were hungry for the fellowship, the food, the friends and
the Word. The memories of that time are sweet…
Now this was a time when women in the RCA met in “circles” for Bible study and service, and
there came a time when Aletha urged our group of women to become the Sarah Circle. Some of us
resisted, but eventually we did join the other circles at Trinity and continued meeting. At some point
as we were growing our families - I can’t remember when exactly - probably in the 80’s, we became
the Homebuilders group. We hired child care help and continued to meet twice a month for Bible
study led by Chris Bos. Younger women joined the group in the 90’s, taking turns leading sessions, and
when Chris moved on to another church, I became the new leader. At one point the decision was
made to change the name to “Women of the Word,” or WOW for short, and so it has remained for at
least 20 years. Through the years these women have been so influential in my life, and I have loved
studying God’s word and praying with them. Even after all these years, God’s word is never stale; it’s
ALIVE and ACTIVE. Two of the current group members can even trace their participation back to the
first meeting! In recent years we have been using studies written by Beth Moore, which include videos
and homework lessons. This fall is the study of 2 Timothy, and we have two groups: WOW After Hours,
which meets Wednesday evenings, and WOW in the Morning, which gathers Thursday mornings. We
continue to focus on those basic scriptural truths and God has always been faithful.

Jan VanAuken

This Advent, we are again decorating the Trinity
Family Tree Bring an ornament with your
family’s name on it as well as the date, and we
will hang it on our big Christmas Tree. Together
we are family and every year we will put your
ornament on our tree to symbolize our loved
ones who call Trinity “home”. Questions????
Call Pastor Deb (396-6526 x106).

REMINDER: ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A
SEVERE WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT
WEATHER IS EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR
WEBSITE OR WATCH THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS
FOR INFORMATION REGARDING TRINITY.
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We will continue our journey through
Exodus through the end of the year.
We pray that God will use our time in
this powerful book to call us…
to liberate and empower us…
to show us more of who God is…
and to shape us into the church
we are called to be, here in the time
and place God is meeting us.

Join us on Wednesday, November 27 at 6pm
for a special MidWeek as we celebrate
Thanksgiving and the coming Advent season!
We will have dinner together at 6pm followed
by a worship service with a time of singing and
a word-for-word enactment of the Book of Ruth
by Pastor Phil and Sonnet Quinn.
Ruth is a story of harvest and inheritance.
It’s a story of God’s generous provision and
amazing faithfulness, of redemption and love.
Come and give thanks with us!

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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TUESDAYS AT 10 BIBLE STUDY
Join me in the Connection Café at 10am for a video study of Nabeel Qureshi’s
book, Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus, “ a powerful story of the clash between Islam
and Christianity in one man’s heart – and of the peace he eventually found in
Jesus”. Please sign up at the information table. Please indicate whether you would
like the companion book and Pastor Deb will put one in your mailbox. There is no
charge for this study.
Oct 1
Jesus: Mortal Messiah or Divine Son of God
Oct 8
The Case for the Gospel
Oct 15
The Truth About Muhammed
Oct 22
The Holiness of the Quran
Oct 29
Reaching Your Muslim Neighbor
“The Parables of Jesus” study begins on Tuesday, November 5.

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
Residents of Appledorn West are invited to join Pastor Deb on Wednesday mornings in the
3rd floor Auditorium for a 6 week video study on the Miracles of Jesus. We will be digging
deeper into the historical and cultural background and how the biblical text is as relevant
today as when it was written.
Oct 2
A Canaanite Woman (Matthew 15:21-28)
Oct 9
The Cursing of the Fig Tree (Mark 11:12-21)
Oct 16
The Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-19)
“The Parables of Jesus” study begins on Tuesday, November 5.

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
Thursday, October 17 at 9:30 am., join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on
24th St. for good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t
know many folks at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each
other better. (It’s also a great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to
reserve your place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign
up sheet.

There is no Third Thursday at Bob Evans in November or December
due to holiday special events. Third Thursday will resume on January 16 .
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SENIOR MINISTRIES THANKSGIVING DINNER
Thursday, November 14th
At Noon
Please be our guest for turkey with all the trimmings.
Hymn Sing with John Taylor at the piano afterwards.
Please sign up at the information table or
call the Trinity Church office at 616-396-6526
to reserve your spot!

SENIOR MINISTRIES
CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST POTLUCK
Thursday, December 19
9:30am at Trinity
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Community Connections Presents:

POPCORN AND PAINT
Thursday, November 7
6:00 – 9:00 pm.
(Please arrive 20 minutes early to get the seat of your choice)

At Trinity Church

A little nervous to paint? Don’t be! No talent or experience is necessary. Our
instructor will guide us step-by-step in how to create this painting for your
home. You will be amazed at your very own work of art!
All art supplies are provided as well as a gourmet selection of popcorn for
you to munch on while you are creating your 16” x 20” masterpiece. Cost is
$35.00/person and space is limited to 30 budding artists. Participants must be
at least 16 years old.
Reservations and payment may be given to Pastor Deb no later than
Sunday, November 3rd. (Checks should be made out to Trinity Reformed
Church).
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SAMUEL’S BLANKETS

Trinity has collected over 200 blankets since September 8!! We will collect
blankets, quilts and sleeping bags (new or gently used) through Thanksgiving.
Help us reach Trinity’s goal of 1000!! If you have donations but cannot get them
to the church, please call 616-396-6526 to arrange pick up. Thank you!
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This class is open to everyone at Trinity
and in the community. Call Community
Action House by October 8 to register.
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OCTOBER 2019 CALENDAR
Oct 1
Oct 2

Oct 3
Oct 4-6
Oct 6

Oct 7
Oct 8
Oct 9

Oct 10
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct 15

Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Family Dinner & Activities 6pm
WOW After Hours 8pm
Women of the Word 9:315m
Women’s Retreat @ Grace Adventures
Worship & World Wide Communion

9:30am

Deacon’s Meeting 11am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Finance Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Care Closet 3:30pm
Financial Footing Class 4pm
Family Dinner & Activities 6pm
WOW After Hours 8pm
Women of the Word 9:15am
Community Connections Team 7pm
Worship 9:30am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Lady Tough Fitness 6:30pm
Consistory 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm

Oct 16

Oct 17
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Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Family Dinner & Activities 6pm
WOW After Hours 8pm
Women of the Word 9:15m
Third Thursday Senior Breakfast

9:30am

Oct 19
Oct 20
Oct 22

Oct 23

Oct 24
Oct 27
Oct 28
Oct 29
Oct 30

Oct 31

Youth Lock-In 6pm
Worship 9:30am
Congregational Meeting 10:30am
Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Family Dinner & Activities 6pm
WOW After Hours 8pm
Women of the Word 9:15am
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm
Reformation Sunday Worship 9:30am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Lady Tough Fitness 6:30pm
Worship Life Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Campus Life 3pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Family Dinner & Fall Festival 6pm
WOW After Hours 8pm
Women of the Word 9:15am

October Birthdays
Glen Vereeke
Emmalynn Breuker
Jade Quinn
Sandra Lundie
Dennis Snyder
Layla Obaseki

10/2
10/5
10/7
10/10
10/12
10/15

Al VanderZiel
Jim Bos
Lydia Anderson
Brooklynn Oom
Darrell Sandusky
Nick Christiaans

10/15
10/18
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/24

Sally Harper
Jeanette Olbrich
Nancy Quillian
Nayeli Bruursema
Stella Sanders
Jennifer Timmer
Caleigh Harrington

10/25
10/29
10/29
10/30
10/30
10/30
10/31

October Anniversaries
Steve & Crystal Lundy
Everett & Katie Cribbs

10/1
10/6

John & Sandy Bedard
Ken & Kathy Brondyke

10/20
10/21
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org

2019 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Gregg Harper
Bob Koning
Dan Kruithof
Sharon Kruse
Jan VanAuken

Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
Amanda Eckermann
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy
Ed Prince

Consistory Officers 2019
Vice President - Gregg Harper
Consistory Clerk - Sharon Kruse
Classis Delegate - Dan Kruithof
Treasurer - Kevin Brower
Chair of Deacons - Rob Harrington
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Bill VanAuken

billvanauken@att.net

Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

