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| AM A CHURCH MEMBER

Each week, we are exploring Godds Word a
each one of us aé8the®@ody of Ehrigt.e’aupvill kave the
opportunity to respond to the call/l to ren

on the call that God has placed on your life to be part of His Church.

September 30 Pastor Deb ol Wi I | Not Let My C
My Preferences and L

October 7 Pastor Phil ol Wi I | Lead My Fami
Church Membersé
WORLD WIDE COMMUNION

October 14 Pastor Deb o | Wi | | Be The Churc
Pl antedbo

October 21 Pastor Phil o | Wi | | Treasure Chu
As A Giftéo

October 28 Pastor Deb Acts 11;: OEvi dence
Gracebd

SERMON SERIES: OLETTERS TO THE Clt

November 4 Pastor Phil Letter to the Church at Corinth
COMMUION
November 11 Pastor Deb Letter to the Church

at Thessalonica
November 18 Pastor Phil Letter to the Church at Galatia

November 25 Pastor Deb Letter to the Church at Philippi
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On October 7, churches all over the world will celebrate World Wide Communion Sunday.
|l tds one of my favorite worship celebrations. REe
origin, whether prisoner or free, male or female, rich or poor we all come to the table as
one. Whether young or old, healthy or ill, democrat or republican, we share the cup and
break the bread together. And each time we celebrate the sacrament of communion,
we are joining those that have gone before us and those who have yet to come, in pro
claiming one Christ.

Whether we find ourselves in a church with a steeple, or in a great cathedral in Europe, or
in a grass hut in the jungles of Africa or hidden in a darkened room where Christianity is
forbidden & we celebrate what God has done, is doing and will do through his Son, Jesus,
by sharing the elements. Perhaps we are sharing cubes of white bread or paper -thin
wafers blessed by a priest. Maybe we will pass the naan, the tortillas, the pitas or the matzo
to symbolize the body of Christ broken for each of us. Perhaps there is wine or grape juice
or simply water that is poured, representing the blood of Christ shed for us. Or maybe, just
maybe, believers join us on this particular Sabbath without anything to eat or drink but

meet us at the table as One. One Church. One body 0 to proclaim One God.

As we have been studying together what it means to be a member of the Church, a body

of which the head is Christ, | continue to marvel at the resilience of His Church. It takes such
courage to |ive out our faith in a world that ceé
speak truth when it would be much easier to stay quiet. It requires perseverance and

discipline to focus on the race set before us instead of veering off track by all of the

distractions surrounding us. And think of the men and women of the church throughout the

ages - men and women who have sacrificed much for the Gospel, men and women who

have died for their faith.

As we gather for communion this month, | pray that you experience the fullness of what it
means to share the bread and the cup. The place of worship, the table and the elements

may look different depending on where you live in the world obut Godds promi se
the same. OFor God so |l oved the world that he ge
believes in him shal/l not perish but wil.l have €
The Holy Supper we celebrate is a feast of r emen
We come remembering that our Lord Jesus Christ g
death on the crossé Beecamaé¢é cfovemadnt of grace, \
wi || never BWefoomekien hope believing that as su
and drink this cup, we will be raised from the o

This is the truth that | claim.



A NEW BUS
IS JU S'l' AROUND THE BEND!
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A special THANK YOU to our drivers
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Rob Harrington, Rob Dannenberg, Ed Borgman,
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John Houting and John Bedard
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for their work to evaluate and choose the model and features
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of the new bus, and for their dedication to safely driving so
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many of our family members to and from the church!
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