TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

OCTOBER 2017

connections
Sunday, November 12, 2017
Worship - Congregational Meeting - Lunch
On November 12 we will be having our annual congregational meeting. Some changes
will be taking place this year as you might already be aware of. Normally our meeting
is in December, but this year it will be a month earlier. The Consistory is being
proactive to make the meeting more accessible to as many people as possible. Our
hope is to connect with many of you who head for warmer climates during the winter
months. In addition, we will be holding the meeting on a Sunday morning when people
are already present. We will worship - hold the meeting - and share a meal together. It
looks to be a wonderful time to celebrate the ministry of Trinity Church.
We will adjust our schedule on November 12 in order to include and involve everyone
from both worship services. In order to do this, the Consistory made the decision to
hold one worship service starting at 10:00am with the meeting following at 11:00. The
morning will conclude with lunch from 11:45am -12:15pm. All in all it is shaping up to
be a great morning. The Consistory looks forward to having you participate on that
day.
In order to honor our radio listeners, we are going to do a bit of time warp on the
broadcast. For those who tune in to the radio, there will be worship at our normal time
from 9:30-10:30am.
If you would be willing to make a salad or dessert, please sign up at the information
table in the Gathering Area.
The schedule for the morning is as follows:
One United Worship Service 10:00-11:00am
Congregational Meeting: 11:00-11:45am
Lunch in the Gym: 11:45am-12:15pm
We look forward to a wonderful time of celebration and building community with one
another.
Blessings,
Pastor Chris DeGraaf and the Trinity Consistory
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Prayer Connection
A Prayer of Gratitude …..
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” Psalm 19:1
“You have set your glory above the heavens. When I consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, .…..the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, …..O Lord our
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.” Psalm 8 (selected verses)
Riley Trails, a Park in Ottawa County, provided a tranquil early morning interlude on a busy
Saturday. A rustic foot bridge gave passage across a small pond. The calm solitude was
mesmerizing. A wispy veil of fog hovered just above the surface of the water. The mist,
sashaying back and forth created a gentle movement over the pond. This gossamer bridal veil
fog obscured the water as well as the western shore. There was a spiritual quality to the setting.
Creation song resounded. Seemingly, as in the beginning of time, “the Spirit of God hovered over
the waters”.
Within moments, gentle air currents dissipated the fog. Glancing at the southern shoreline, a
mirrored reflection of the adjacent forest created a Thomas Kincaid portrait of beauty. Moving
closer to water’s edge opened a lens with which to view beneath the early morning mist into the
depths of the still water. Suddenly, dozens of fish were visible as they frolicked in the pond.
Occasionally, one would pirouette into the air with joyful abandon.
This visual reminder of God’s presence would have been gift enough for that Saturday morning.
Imperceptibly, the beauty, the majesty, the holiness of Creator God inhabited that space. In awe
and wonder I felt an overwhelming desire to remove my shoes. I was standing on holy ground.
The good and beautiful Spirit of God began to reveal His presence.
My eyes filled with tears of gratitude as a kaleidoscope of grace emerged. A profusion of wild
flowers at my feet, a mallard duck sitting quietly on the water, birds singing and fish jumping.
The still water reflected stately pine trees standing sentinel on the southern shoreline. The
beauty and majesty of the tree line reflected pristinely in the placid water at sunrise was a
reminder, God’s vision is always 20/20.
Whether we are navigating peaceful waters or we are momentarily lost in the midst of a raging
storm, it is God who holds and sustains His children. In clear weather or gale force winds, God is
trustworthy. Expect to encounter Him in unexpected places. He inhabits the praises of his
people. He delights to talk with you. Creator God is here. All is well.
Patti Gell, Prayer Coordinator
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REFORMATION 500
In 2017 Christians in Holland, Michigan and around the world will be commemorating the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation. You are invited to be a part of this commemoration. October 31, 1517 is regarded as
the starting point of the Reformation, because on that date Martin Luther nailed on the door of All Saints’
Church at Wittenberg 95 theses protesting the sale of indulgences and other perceived abuses of doctrine
and practice. Motivated by similar concerns, Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin led reforms in Zurich and
Geneva, respectively. Soon the Reformation spread throughout Western Europe and beyond, radically
altering the ecclesial landscape and the social fabric wherever it took root.
In Holland an ad hoc committee representing several area faith communities has planned observances
commemorating this momentous event in the history of the church. The culture of our city has been
profoundly influenced by the rich heritage of the Reformation, and we want to seize the occasion to
acknowledge this heritage in various ways. The events, intended not only for the members of the churches
that trace their descent from the Reformation, but also for the whole community, will provide, among other
things, an opportunity to both look back at how our past has shaped us and to look around at who we are
today, in a world very different from the one in which the Reformation originated. This in turn will help us
to determine how we in all our churches can move forward together. Outward-looking, forward-looking,
and ecumenical - this will characterize the thrust of our commemoration of the Reformation. For more
information go to www.REFOHOLLAND.ORG
Sunday, October 1, 2017, 7:00 PM HYMN FEST
Jack H. Miller Center for Musical Arts, Hope College (221 Columbia Ave.)
Sunday, October 8, 2017, 7:00PM

“IS THE CATHOLIC COUNTER-REFORMATION OVER?”
With Eduardo Echeverria, Ph.D., Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit
Fourteenth Street Christian Reformed Church (14th St. and Central Ave.)
Sunday, October 15, 2017, 7:00PM

“REFORMATION IS BLESSING AND BANE” with Mark Noll, Ph.D,
Notre Dame.
th
Fourteenth Street Christian Reformed Church (14 St and Central Ave.)
Sunday, October 22, 2017, 7:00PM
“BEING AND DOING AS ONE BODY: PERSPECTIVES ON CATHOLIC AND REFORMED WORSHIP
with Joyce Ann Zimmerman, C.PP.S., PhD., S.T.D., Dir. Institute for Liturgical Ministry, Dayton, OH
Fourteenth Street Christian Reformed Church (14th St and Central Ave.)
Sunday, October 29, 2017, 5PM

COMMUNITY-WIDE WORSHIP SERVICE
with preaching by John Witvliet, Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
Christ Memorial Church (595 Graafschap Rd.)
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REFORMATION SUNDAY SOUP POTLUCK LUNCH
Sunday, October 29, 2017
Beginning After the First Service
October 31, 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. Join us for lunch to celebrate! Sign up at the information
table to bring a soup or dessert. Salad, rolls and drinks will be provided.
This is a great opportunity to sample lots of different soups and sweet
treats. But more importantly, it’s a great time to gather as a church family.

All-Church Pinewood Derby Race
Wednesday Evening, October 11

Dinner at 6 pm.
It’s not too late to get your car kit. Young or old, this is your chance to race
down the track. Prizes will be awarded to the fastest cars as well as to the
one who receives the most votes for the “People’s Choice Award”. Cards may
be purchased on Sunday mornings or Wednesday nights. Cost: $10.00.
Join the crew Saturday November 4 for the
annual Fall Clean-up of our church grounds.
Bring along gloves, a rake and whatever
hand tools you like to use.
If you have the means of bringing a
wheelbarrow, that will be helpful too.
We will start at 10:00am,
stay as long as you wish.
Refreshments will be provided.
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
Thursday, October 19 at 9:30 am, join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on 24th St. for
good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t know many
folks at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s
also a great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve
your place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign
up sheet.
Looking Ahead: Thursday, November 9 - Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
at noon at Trinity
Thursday, December 21 - Annual Christmas Breakfast
Potluck at 9:30am at Trinity

TUESDAYS AT 10:00 “The Word Became Flesh…” Bible Study
“The Word Became Flesh...” Bible Study, Tuesday's at 10:00. Each week we dig deeper into the
commandment for the month following the study guide available in the back of the
sanctuary. We pray together, study together and engage in conversation about the text. No
preparation is required. If you would like to be part of a community that is growing deeper
together, please join us in the Connection Café, Tuesday mornings. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Deb. We will not meet on Tuesday, October 3rd.
(Study guides are also available on our website www.trinityrc.org).

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
“That the World May Know” Bible Study led by Pastor Deb. Visit the Holy Land with Ray
VanderLaan and get an up-close look at the places we read about in the
biblical text. Each week we will watch a short video, filmed on location –
in order to understand the culture and the people of biblical times. Then
we will follow up with a faith lesson to help deepen our own journeys of
faith. Watch God’s Word come alive! Hope you will join me.
THIRD ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER - Thursday, November 9 at noon
Join other seniors for a turkey dinner with all of the trimmings at Trinity. After
dinner, we will have a good old fashioned hymn sing with Joh Taylor at the
piano. There is no charge but please RSVP at 616-396-6526 or sign up at the
information table, so we can set a place for you!

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST POTLUCK - Third Thursday, December 21 at 9:30 at Trinity
Join us for a delicious breakfast prepared by you! Call the church office or sign
up at the information table to bring a breakfast casserole, fruit or pastry item
(if you are able). It’s hard to beat a good hot breakfast on a cold winter
morning with a cup of coffee and good friends. And to top it off – an
opportunity to sing your favorite Christmas Carols. There is no charge for this
event but please RSVP at 616-396-6526 and let us know that you are coming and if you are
able to bring a dish to pass.
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Lady Tuff
Trinity Ultimate Fun & Fitness
LADY TUFF will resume meeting on Tuesday, October 3, 6:30-8:00 in the
Connection Cafe. We walk to the Leslie Sansone Power Walk video. All adult
women are welcome to join us! Leslie offers modifications in her walks so
EVERYONE can participate! We are a caring group of women who enjoy fellowship
and fun during our workout. We sweat a little, laugh a little, pray a little and love a lot! The last
Tuesday of every month we meet downtown behind JP's for an outdoor walk. Dress according to
weather conditions. If you have any questions, please call Teresa Harrington at 403-4769. Come join
the fun and BE TUFF!

COFFEE AND COOKIES !
There are a couple of opportunities to share your love for
cookies and coffee to benefit your church family!
The Connection Café needs some occasional help to brew the coffee and
set out trays of cookies, or to clean afterwards. It’s pretty simple work,
but it’s a great way to be a blessing to our whole congregation!
Look for the sign-up sheet on the table or call Sandy Bedard.
It’s always nice to finish a Wednesday night dinner with a homemade cookie.
If you would be willing to bake once or twice this fall, please sign up!

A couple of CPR training classes were held in August to train people who
are involved in our church, such as security team members, staff and
individuals who are involved with the care of our children. I believe it is a
great knowledge to have so in case of an emergency there are people in
our congregation that can act quickly and with confidence to help
someone in need because it is the seconds that matter. I am pleased to
report that the following people have taken the course and are now
certified in CPR:
Neil DeBoer, Kim Schrotenboer, John Taylor, Barb Long, Pastor Chris, Kelli
Green, Heather Oom, Steve Lundy, Tim Kroll, Kevin Brower, Pastor Deb,
Rob Harrington, Roger Nyland, John Bedard, Beth Borgman and Sandra
Coverstone.
I would like to thank all who were involved and took the time to learn this
skill. We are truly blessed to have each one of you here with us.
Tim Kroll
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WE NEED YOU!!!!
2017/2018 School Year
SUNDAYS
Connection Café
Provide Treats
Special Events Set up/Kitchen
Special Events Clean up/Kitchen
Drive Bus
Praise Team (Tuesday Rehearsal)
Vocalists
Instrumentalists
Sound Room
Greeters
Nursery
Children in Worship
Kids Time – 2nd Service
Youth Mentors
Provide Dinners for Youth
Mondays
Monday Morning Work Crew
Tuesdays
Basket Ball Players
Wednesdays
Midweek
Set up Tables and Chairs
Wash Tables and Chairs
Take Down Tables and Chairs
Cooks, Dishwashers, Servers
Provide Cookies
Children’s Ministry
Bible Study Leaders
Choir
Care Closet

Thursdays
Fold Bulletins
ANY DAY – as needed
Prayer Warriors
Provide Meal for Family in Need
Donate Cookies
Make Quilts & Blankets
Lead Bible Studies
Special Event Set-up or Clean-up
Donate Care Closet Items
Pull Weeds
Play Instruments
Visit Shut-ins & Elderly
Prepare Funeral Lunches
Change Light Bulbs
Organize Closets
Clean the Church Bus
Fix the Church Bus
Go on Mission Trips
Support Mission Trips
Pray for Mission Trips
Make Phone Calls
Shop for Groceries
Fix Sprinkler Heads
Create Multimedia Presentations
Take Pictures
Cut Wood
Volunteer in the Community
Clean the Church Kitchen
Maintain the Beauty of Our Building
Maintain the Apple Trail
Water & Maintain the Plants
Trim Trees
Take out Garbage
Wash Windows
Fill in for Office Help
Encourage Pastor & Staff Members
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At the August Consistory meeting, the following building use agreement for Trinity members was approved.
A separate agreement was also approved for non-members. If you already have building reservations made,
you will not be required to pay the deposit for that reservation, but will for all future reservations. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding this agreement, please see any consistory member or Pastor Chris
DeGraaf.

Trinity Reformed Church Member Building Use Agreement
____No reservations will be accepted more than 6 months in advance of the event.
____Security deposit of $50.00 must be paid when agreement is made with Trinity Church.
____A loaner entry key to the building can be obtained from the office no more than one week before
the event. When the key is returned, the security deposit will be refunded based upon fulfillment of this
agreement.
____If sound system is required, arrangements must be made directly with a Trinity approved sound
tech. Fee of $50 must be paid in cash directly to sound tech.
Kevin Brower 616-772-2737

Steve Lundy 616-510-1737

____No alcoholic beverages in the church or on the church grounds.
____No smoking in the church or near doorways.
____Individuals or groups are financially responsible for damages. Damage must be reported
immediately to the custodian.
____All rooms used (including the kitchen) are to be left in good condition (garbage taken to dumpster,
counters wiped down, floors swept/vacuumed, toilets flushed, lights turned off, windows closed).
____Use of the kitchen shall be under the direction of the church staff. All food brought in must be
removed at the conclusion of the event.
____The person or group requesting use of the building will be responsible for the conduct of all in
attendance.
____Tacks, nails or tape are not to be used on walls, furniture or woodwork.
____Candles are to be used only with the approval of the church staff.
____No confetti or other items are to be used either inside or outside the church.
____Temperature adjustments are not to be made by groups using the church building.
____Anything containing liquid is not to be placed on piano or organ.
____Sanctuary furnishings (platforms, pulpit, communion table, baptism font, organ console, chairs,
praise band equipment, hanging banners/decorations) may be moved only by church staff.
____All guests are to be confined to agreed upon areas of use.
____If special snow removal is required, it will be billed at the rate of the snow plower.

OCTOBER 2017 CALENDAR
Oct 1

Worship & Communion 9:30am
Worship & Communion 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Oct 2

Stewardship Team 7pm

Oct 3

Adult Bible Study 10am
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Oct 4

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Oct 5

Women of the Word 9:30am
Community Connection Team 7pm

Oct 6

Women’s Retreat @ Grace Adventures

Oct 7

Women’s Retreat @ Grace Adventures

Oct 8

Worship 9:30am
Worship & Baptism 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Oct 9

Consistory 7pm

Oct 10

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Oct 11

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Care Closet 2:30pm
Family Dinner & Pinewood Derby 6pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Oct 12

Women of the Word 9:30am

Oct 15

Worship 9:30am
Wellness Kit Packing 10:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
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Oct 17

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Oct 18

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Oct 19

Third Thursday Senior Breakfast 9:30am
Women of the Word 9:30am
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm

Oct 22

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Oct 23

Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am

Oct 24

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Oct 25

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Oct 26

Women of the Word 9:30am
Turning Pages Book Group noon
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm

Oct 29

Worship 9:30am
Reformation Sunday Lunch 10:35am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Oct 24

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Kelli Green, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary
Dave Jansen

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
kelli@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org
david.jansen@hope.edu

2017 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Gregg Harper
Sharon Kruse
Steve Lundy
Kim Schrotenboer
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
John Houting
Tim Kroll
Pat Yurk

Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Chris DeGraaf
Dan Kruithof
Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

chris@trinityrc.org
dskruithof1@charter.net
pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

Happy Birthday!!
Glen Vereeke
Jade Quinn
Avril Zylman
Sandra Lundie
Layla Obaseki
Al VanderZiel

10/2
10/7
10/7
10/10
10/15
10/15

Jim Bos
Lydia Anderson
Darrell Sandusky
Nick Christiaans
Sally Harper

10/18
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25

Jeanette Olbrich 10/29
Nancy Quillian
10/29
Nayeli Bruursema 10/30
Jennifer Timmer 10/30
Caleigh Harrington 10/31

Happy Anniversary!!
Steve & Crystal Lundy 10/1
Roger & Judy Mulder 10/12

John & Sandy Bedard 10/20
Ken & Kathy Brondyke 10/21

Ron & Mick Gebben 10/27

