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Prayer Connection
When Fear Knocks
Recently a friend confided her struggle with an irrational fear. She recognized her worry was
unreasonable, yet she could not shake her sense of anxiety. One has only to turn on the TV or
read a newspaper to be bombarded with the gloom of present or potential disaster. Fear
enters our lives through varying circumstances. Unexpected events prompt fear to rear its
head. Fear of public speaking, illness, fear of death or loss of a job. The list is endless. Events
we associate with joyful times also create stress and uncertainty.
Jesus repeatedly told His disciples, “Fear not”. A Google search reveals there are 365
instances in scripture where we are reminded not to fear. One “fear not” for each day of the
year. This is disputed by one researcher who claims fear is addressed 500 times in the
KJV Bible. Regardless of the number of times the words “fear not” appear in the Bible, our
trust remains in God. “Fear knocked at the door, faith answered, no one was there” is a
quotation I find inspiring. Faith and fear cannot occupy the same thought pattern. “God
inhabits the praises of his people.” When we exercise our faith, God is present. His presence
blocks fear.
II Timothy 1:7 assures us God does not give us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of power and love
and a sound mind. This powerful promise becomes reality as in steadfast faith we trust God.
When circumstances threaten to rob us of joy, when fear knocks at our door, is it possible to
send faith to answer? Reading/praying the book of Psalms is one approach many have found
effective. Begin where you are. Simply tell God your fears as you pray the Psalms. The
Psalmist poured out his heart to God on many occasions and admitted he felt little reason for
praise. The Psalms reflect all the emotions we think we cannot express. For instance, David
found cause for joy in Psalm 30 because God turned his sadness into dancing. Regardless of
the circumstances, the Psalms are filled with expressions of praise.
We risk being transparent with God because he loves us with an everlasting love. “I took you
from the ends of the earth. From its most remote corners I called you….you are my servant,
I have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.” Isaiah 41:9-10
Talk with God. Tell him, “God, I am afraid of_________”. Then pray Psalm 56:3-4:
“When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God whose Word I praise, in God I trust; I will not
be afraid”.
When fear knocks at your door, answer in confidence with praise.
Patti Gell
Prayer Coordinator
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THIRD TRINITY HYMNSING
Are the time-honored, classic hymns of the faith your “Heart Songs”?
Do you love having an extended time to be able to sing them with others who love them too?
Well our 3rd Trinity-sponsored community Hymnsing is designed just for you! Lord willing, it will be
the 4th Sunday of September, 9/24/17 at 6pm. There will be no special music from an outside group,
so we’ll have a full hour to sing our hearts out to our worthy Lord. The first two in March and in May
were very well attended - over 100 at each. And there was an almost equal representation of Trinity
folks and friends from the surrounding community. The singing was energetic, and a number came
with requests for their favorite hymn.
September is a busy month, with school starting up and church activities resuming. So plan your
month around Sept. 24, 6 pm. Then do this: Think through your circle of friends. Do you know
someone who loves to sing hymns? Do you have a friend who would be encouraged in their walk
with the Lord with the messages of these great songs? Pray for them first, then invite them to come
join us on the 24th!
P.S. If you ask, we just might have PIE again!
John Taylor Director of Worship Arts
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Ladies Night Out
My husband jokingly teases me about Ladies Night Out - where I meet up at the church with a
bunch of other ladies, but then we “stay in”.
Maybe he doesn’t quite understand how valuable time away from work, household chores,
errands or other obligations is to me. Maybe it’s more of a “girl thing”. But Ladies Night Out has more to
do with the “who” and “why” than it does with “where”, so hanging out at the church for an evening is
just as appropriate as if we met at a shopping mall, a movie theater or a restaurant.
The “Who” are the ladies of Trinity plus their friends, moms, daughters, sisters nieces. Any sister
in Christ is welcome!! If you or someone you know could use an evening out, away from the house,
away from the obligation of cooking, away from the routine, then Ladies Night Out is your opportunity.
We meet once a month on the Third Thursday, so it’s pretty easy to make room on your calendar
for a Night Out. You don’t have to be a “member” or commit to any number of the nights, but if you plan
to attend, please sign up and we will set a place for you at the table.
The “Why” comes right out of Trinity’s mission statement. Ladies Night Out is a specific time we
can be together with a focus on missions. The time we spend working on projects is both a time of
community and a time to craft items that will bless others. The variety of projects gives everyone a task
to do – be it cutting out fabric pieces, sewing, knitting, packing together Days for Girls kits, stamping and
gluing home-made greeting cards or making soup jars. There are occasionally other projects depending
on the need, and we are open to new ideas.
We truly believe what we pray for each time we meet - that the work of our hands blesses others
in our community and world.
Ladies Night Out is held on the third Thursday of the month
5:30 - Dinner
6:15 - Missional Craft Activities
7:45 – Dessert
Fall 2017 Dates: September 21, October 19, November 16
Sandy Bedard
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
Thursday, September 21 at 9:30 am, join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on 24th St.
for good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t know many
folks at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s
also a great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve
your place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign
up sheet.
Looking Ahead: Thursday, October 19 - Regular Breakfast
Thursday, November 9 - Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
at noon at Trinity
Thursday, December 21 - Annual Christmas Breakfast
Potluck at 9:30am at Trinity

TUESDAYS AT 10:00 “The Word Became Flesh…” Bible Study
“The Word Became Flesh...” Bible Study, Tuesday's at 10:00. Each week we dig deeper into the
commandment for the month following the study guide available in the back of the
sanctuary. We pray together, study together and engage in conversation about the text. No
preparation is required. If you would like to be part of a community that is growing deeper
together, please join us in the Connection Café, Tuesday mornings. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Deb.
(Study guides are also available on our website www.trinityrc.org).

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
“That the World May Know” Bible Study led by Pastor Deb. Visit the Holy Land with Ray
VanderLaan and get an up-close look at the places we read about in the
biblical text. Each week we will watch a short video, filmed on location –
in order to understand the culture and the people of biblical times. Then
we will follow up with a faith lesson to help deepen our own journeys of
faith. Watch God’s Word come alive! Hope you will join me.

Cover to Cover Book Club
Cover to Cover Book Club meets the 4th Thursday of the month at 7pm
beginning September 28. If you would like to join us in reading our
monthly selection provided by Herrick Library, please sign up. There are 2
openings in this group. Books are in the mailboxes of those who signed
up.

Turning Pages Book Club
Turning Pages Book Club meets the 4th Thursday of the month at noon beginning September 28. There are 2 openings in this group. Books are in
the mailboxes of those who signed up.

5

A Picture (Story) is Worth a Thousand Words
People enjoy hearing a good story, especially if it makes a connection to their own life.
Pastors try to construct children’s messages during worship relating truths about faith to
concrete things in the lives of young ones.
Jesus knew people liked stories and that understanding comes with relating to objects or
situations that were common to their experiences. His word-pictures created a miniature
play or drama capturing the imagination of young and old, poor and rich, and to the
learned and unlearned illustrating truths about God, faith and the Kingdom of God. Like
Shakespeare’s works, Jesus’ parables often involved an element of surprise - that twist at
the end that wasn’t obvious and invited listeners to further reflection.
The Wednesday morning men’s Bible study will start up again on September 6 after a
summer break, examining some of the 50+ recorded parables of Jesus. Our meeting time
is 6:30-7:30am in the office conference room, which allows those who need to be to work
by 8:00 an opportunity to begin the day with fellowship, sharing, prayer and a time of
Bible study. Those with a more flexible schedule (many in the group are retired) usually
follow up with an extended time of fellowship over breakfast.
Our goal each week will be to understand a parable in light of the culture of the time and
make a personal application to our own life. The lessons will be self-contained so travel
plans, illness or the need to sleep in will not affect your ability to participate in following
weeks. While reading and thinking about the next week’s parable will enhance our
discussion, advanced preparation (homework) is not required.

WHO:
WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:
HOW:
WHY:

Men - Do not have to be Trinity members
Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings beginning September 6, 6:30-7:30am
Church Office Conference/Work Room
Exploring the teachings of Jesus
Grow in understanding of faith, God, His Kingdom and how we are to
live

6

Raising Our Voices
We often speak of the fall season as our lives returning to normal. School
begins again, vacations are fond memories and church activities also resume.
Those Wednesday night church activities will start September 13 and includes
CHOIR. What form will choir take? Will it be 4-part or 3-part harmony?
Special ensembles/small groups? That could depend on you!!! Join other Trinity members in
the choir room at 6:45 pm on Wednesday, September 13 to help chart the course as we look
forward to praising God together.

Lady Tuff
Trinity Ultimate Fun & Fitness
LADY TUFF will resume meeting on Tuesday, October 3, 6:30-8:00 in the
Connection Cafe. We walk to the Leslie Sansone Power Walk video. All adult
women are welcome to join us! Leslie offers modifications in her walks so
EVERYONE can participate! We are a caring group of women who enjoy
fellowship and fun during our workout. We sweat a little, laugh a little, pray a
little and love a lot! The last Tuesday of every month we meet downtown
behind JP's for an outdoor walk. Dress according to weather conditions. If you
have any questions, please call Teresa Harrington at 403-4769. Come join the fun and
BE TUFF!

Women of the Word
A Bible Study Group for Women
Wow! It will soon be time for Trinity’s fall activities to begin again. If you’re looking for an in depth
Bible study, consider this your invitation to join WOW. We meet Thursdays at 9:30 in the prayer
room and love to have new faces join us. This year we’ll be using the Beth Moore series, “Children
of the Day,” a study on 1 and 2 Thessalonians. We view the teaching video presented by Beth
Moore, complete the homework and meet together for discussion and sharing on the material.
We also spend time in prayer for our Trinity family. Our first meeting will be Thursday,
September 7 @ 9:30.
Join Beth Moore and walk the shores of Thessalonica with this verse-by-verse Bible study of
1 and 2 Thessalonians. Children of the Day sheds light on the relationships shared by those who
comprise the church.
See Jan VanAuken if you have questions, and sign up at the information table.
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Wednesday Night Dinners
Wednesday family dinner will resume on September 13 at 6pm. The cooks are
looking forward to getting started again - if you would like to help in that area,
please contact me.
If you enjoy baking, cookies are always appreciated.
A sign up sheet will be at the information table after Labor Day so we know how many
to expect each week. Please come for good food and great fellowship!
Lynda Simmons

Breakfast With Baby
Trinity is providing food & serving the
breakfast on Sept. 9 at New Community 4th
Church. This is your last chance to volunteer
for this year - don’t miss this amazing
opportunity to serve! Please sign up at the
information table. Questions? See Pat Trevino.

COFFEE AND COOKIES !
OK, now that I have your attention…
There are a couple of opportunities to share your love for cookies
and coffee to benefit your church family!
The Connection Café needs some occasional help to brew the coffee and
set out trays of cookies, or to clean afterwards. It’s pretty simple work,
but it’s a great way to be a blessing to our whole congregation!
Look for the sign-up sheet on the table or call Sandy Bedard.
It’s always nice to finish a Wednesday night dinner with a homemade cookie.
If you would be willing to bake once or twice this Fall, please sign up!
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WE NEED YOU!!!!
2017/2018 School Year
SUNDAYS
Connection Café
Provide Treats
Special Events Set up/Kitchen
Special Events Clean up/Kitchen
Drive Bus
Praise Team (Tuesday Rehearsal)
Vocalists
Instrumentalists
Sound Room
Greeters
Nursery
Children in Worship
Kids Time – 2nd Service
Youth Mentors
Provide Dinners for Youth
Mondays
Monday Morning Work Crew
Tuesdays
Basket Ball Players
Wednesdays
Midweek
Set up Tables and Chairs
Wash Tables and Chairs
Take Down Tables and Chairs
Cooks, Dishwashers, Servers
Provide Cookies
Children’s Ministry
Bible Study Leaders
Choir
Care Closet

Thursdays
Fold Bulletins
ANY DAY – as needed
Prayer Warriors
Provide Meal for Family in Need
Donate Cookies
Make Quilts & Blankets
Lead Bible Studies
Special Event Set-up or Clean-up
Donate Care Closet Items
Pull Weeds
Play Instruments
Visit Shut-ins & Elderly
Prepare Funeral Lunches
Change Light Bulbs
Organize Closets
Clean the Church Bus
Fix the Church Bus
Go on Mission Trips
Support Mission Trips
Pray for Mission Trips
Make Phone Calls
Shop for Groceries
Fix Sprinkler Heads
Create Multimedia Presentations
Take Pictures
Cut Wood
Volunteer in the Community
Clean the Church Kitchen
Maintain the Beauty of Our Building
Maintain the Apple Trail
Water & Maintain the Plants
Trim Trees
Take out Garbage
Wash Windows
Fill in for Office Help
Encourage Pastor & Staff Members
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At the August Consistory meeting, the following building use agreement for Trinity members was approved.
A separate agreement was also approved for non-members. If you already have building reservations made,
you will not be required to pay the deposit for that reservation, but will for all future reservations. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding this agreement, please see any consistory member or Pastor Chris
DeGraaf.

Trinity Reformed Church Member Building Use Agreement
____No reservations will be accepted more than 6 months in advance of the event.
____Security deposit of $50.00 must be paid when agreement is made with Trinity Church.
____A loaner entry key to the building can be obtained from the office no more than one week before
the event. When the key is returned, the security deposit will be refunded based upon fulfillment of this
agreement.
____If sound system is required, arrangements must be made directly with a Trinity approved sound
tech. Fee of $50 must be paid in cash directly to sound tech.
Kevin Brower 616-772-2737

Steve Lundy 616-510-1737

____No alcoholic beverages in the church or on the church grounds.
____No smoking in the church or near doorways.
____Individuals or groups are financially responsible for damages. Damage must be reported
immediately to the custodian.
____All rooms used (including the kitchen) are to be left in good condition (garbage taken to dumpster,
counters wiped down, floors swept/vacuumed, toilets flushed, lights turned off, windows closed).
____Use of the kitchen shall be under the direction of the church staff. All food brought in must be
removed at the conclusion of the event.
____The person or group requesting use of the building will be responsible for the conduct of all in
attendance.
____Tacks, nails or tape are not to be used on walls, furniture or woodwork.
____Candles are to be used only with the approval of the church staff.
____No confetti or other items are to be used either inside or outside the church.
____Temperature adjustments are not to be made by groups using the church building.
____Anything containing liquid is not to be placed on piano or organ.
____Sanctuary furnishings (platforms, pulpit, communion table, baptism font, organ console, chairs,
praise band equipment, hanging banners/decorations) may be moved only by church staff.
____All guests are to be confined to agreed upon areas of use.
____If special snow removal is required, it will be billed at the rate of the snow plower.
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Seeking Loving Host Families for YFU Exchange Students
Youth for Understanding (YFU) needs host families for high school exchange students for the 2017-18
school year.
Here is a small sample of available students:
- Fuka, 16-years-old, from Japan
- Bowen 15-years old from China
- Sophie, 16-years-old from Germany
You can request more details about any of them or see more at www.yfuusa.org/meetstudents
Many different kinds of families can host -- you don't need to have high school age kids -- just the ability
to be a good parent for a high school student, and to open your heart to another child. Most students
stay from August through June, though you can host for a shorter time. The students bring their own
spending money and health insurance and can share a room with a host sibling. Take a leap of faith! Host
a YFU exchange student!
For more information, contact Nicholas Paauwe at 616-808-1155 or npaauwe@yfu.orga. You can also
visit www.yfu-usa.org to fill out an online application.
Patti Sanderson | Manager for Program Compliance
Youth For Understanding USA
(p) 202.774.5267 | yfuusa.org

I have been a Meals on Wheels volunteer driver for almost 3 years now. It is one of the
most rewarding, enjoyable things I have ever done. I have met some wonderful people
and have gained a deepened respect for the seniors in our community. If you would like
more information, please feel free to contact me.
Barb Long

SEPTEMBER 2017 CALENDAR
Sept 3

Worship & Communion 9:30am
Worship & Communion 11:10am

Sept 5

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

Sept 6

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am

Sept 7

Women of the Word 9:30am
Stewardship Team 7pm

Sept 9
Sept 10
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Sept 19

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

Sept 20

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn 10am
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Breakfast With Baby @ 4th Church 9am

Sept 21

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

Third Thursday Senior Breakfast 9:30am
Women of the Word 9:30am
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm

Sept 24

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Hymn Sing 6pm

Sept 25

Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am

Sept 26

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

Sept 27

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

Sept 28

Women of the Word 9:30am
Turning Pages Book Group noon
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm

Sept 11

Consistory 7pm

Sept 12

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

Sept 13 Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Care Closet 2:30pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm
Sept. 14

Women of the Word 9:30am

Sept 17

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

VBS 2017 ~ Trinity Crossings
Pastor Phil, staff and volunteers are grateful for your prayers during Vacation Bible School. More than 40 volunteers sang, laughed,
hugged, fed, prayed and taught 64 children the reality of God’s
amazing grace through biblical parables and the lives of folks who
lived in the fictional western town of Trinity Crossings.
One parent wrote, “Thank you so much for VBS week. Seeing my
daughter’s face light up and the huge smile on her face Friday night
melted my heart. She was so happy and involved. She will have
these memories forever! Thank you for an awesome week.”
God inhabits the praises of his people. We rejoice in his goodness.
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Kelli Green, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
kelli@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org

2017 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Gregg Harper
Sharon Kruse
Steve Lundy
Kim Schrotenboer
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
John Houting
Tim Kroll
Pat Yurk

Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Chris DeGraaf
Dan Kruithof
Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

chris@trinityrc.org
dskruithof1@charter.net
pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

Happy Birthday!!
Sandra Coverstone
Autumn VanDoornik
Audrey Behrmann
Josh Reyes
Kara Bruursema
Hailey Lundy
Gen Snyder
Noah Brandt
Phil Quinn

9/1
9/1
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/9
9/12
9/12

Jim Spoor
Robin Dryer
Steve Lundy
Shirley Vereeke
Teresa Harrington
Karon Kauffman
Neil DeBoer
Karen Brandsen
Simon Garza

9/15
9/16
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22

Loren Verburg
Marsha Myaard
Jeff Myaard
Lucille Kruithof
Mary Verburg
Beth Borgman
Judy Mulder
Harold Dirkse

9/23
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30

Happy Anniversary!!
John & Penny Houting
9/12
Dan & Kim Schrotenboer 9/19

Arlon & Lucy Jongekrijg 9/20
Elwood & Marge Rycenga 9/23

Doug & Dawn Schurman 9/24
John & Diane Taylor
9/28

