TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

AUG 2020

Connections
Please note that all activities and
services in this issue of Connections
are tentative at this time.
The church office and building remain
closed until further notice. Pastor Deb
(1-269-599-8730) and Pastor Phil
(1-906-298-1702) are accessible
by cell phone.

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org)
and Facebook page (Trinity Church—Holland)
will include more up to date information
about church events as we move through
this Covid-19 season and make decisions
on a week by week basis.
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Lawn Chair Worship!!
Bring your lawn chair, umbrella and a bottle of
water or cup of coffee and join us for LIVE
WORSHIP outside in our NE parking lot! Please
space your family’s chairs 6’ from other families to
honor social distancing guidelines. If you are able,
we would ask that you wear a mask if visiting other
family groups before or after the service.
Our parking attendants will be there to direct
you where to park and where to place your
chairs. If you would prefer to remain in your
vehicle, you will be directed to park as
well. Please do not turn on your radio as you
will be able to here the service “live”.
In case of rain, the service will be drive in and
you will be directed to remain in your vehicle
and listen to the service on your car radio.
The first Sunday of every month, we celebrate the
sacrament of communion. Please remember to
bring your bread and juice from home so that we
may share communion together.

RESTROOMS
OPEN
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Tips for Sitting Outside on Hot Summer Days*
A towel on the back of your lawn chair will create
a shadow on the back of the chair to keep the
hot sun off of your backside.
A freezer pack or frozen water bottle in a towel
can be shifted around to help you cool off.
Use a cooling towel or a mister when it is
especially humid out.
Don’t forget to bring your sun hat and/or umbrella
as well as a cool drink.
*Thank you to Shelley DeFouw for these helpful tips!

And remember, check your email, our website
www.trinityrc.org, Facebook Page: Trinity
Church-Holland and the local TV stations for
cancellations if heat indexes are expected to
be high. In those cases, the drive-in service will
be cancelled but you can join us for worship at
9:30 am via WHTC 1450 AM or 99.7 FM or via our
livestream at www.Trinityrc.org.

If the National Weather service issues a
weather WARNING, all services/programs
at Trinity are cancelled.
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COVID-19
Update
as of 7/1/2020

Trinity Church is committed to the safety of our friends and family and
will re-open cautiously according to our State and Federal Government’s
general recommendations. Our guiding principles are centered on loving our
neighbors well by utilizing safety precautions that consider the well-being of
others – especially those who are most vulnerable. We ask that you show
grace to us and others as we navigate what church looks like at “such a time
as this.”
Many of you may feel uncomfortable about coming into the building to
worship and being part of a larger gathering, and that’s OK. We also
encourage those of you who are considered “high risk” to remain safely at
home for the time being. We will continue to gather via the radio broadcast
on WHTC and internet livestream even if you are unable to be physically
present in the sanctuary at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. Our service will also be
available to listen to at a later date on our website at www.trinityrc.org under
the worship tab.
Below, you will find important information regarding what to expect as
we move forward:
PLEASE LET US KNOW:
In order for us to arrange the sanctuary to accommodate the 6’ social
distancing requirements, it is important that we know if you are planning to
attend services in the building. If you plan NOT TO return to the building any
time soon, please email or call Pastors Deb or Phil or let your elder know
within the next couple of weeks. Your response is extremely valuable as it will
help determine whether we will have 1 or 2 services when in-person services
resume.
MASKS
We ask that everyone wear a face mask, per the guidelines of the State of
Michigan. Because some folks are unable to wear masks due to a health
condition, we ask others to be diligent in order to protect these who are
more vulnerable. Please refrain from touching your eyes, nose and mouth as
well. If you do not have a mask or happen to forget it on any given Sunday,
masks will be available.
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
Please respect the 6’ social distancing parameters and refrain from hugging
and shaking hands. If you become uneasy with someone getting “too close”,
please feel free to ask them to respect your “space”. Please understand that it
might be difficult for some folks to ask others to respect their space so be
mindful of keeping 6’ between you and them.
HEALTH ASSESSMENT
Consider your health when deciding to attend church on Sunday morning. If
you are sick or anyone in your home is ill, please stay home and join us online
or via the radio. You must be fever-free and without a cough for 72 hours
before Sunday morning.

CHILDREN
There will be no Children in Worship, Time for Children or nursery on Sunday
mornings. Children must stay within an arm’s reach of their parents or
guardians the entire time they are on church property. The round tables at the
rear of the sanctuary are reserved for parents to gather with their children
during the service. Parents are welcome to bring snacks and activities for the
children in their own family.
ENTERING AND EXITING
 The Connection Café and drinking fountains will be closed. Please feel free
to bring your own coffee or water.
 Bibles, hymnbooks and friendship pads have been removed from the
sanctuary. Please bring your Bible from home. If you do not have one, we
would be happy to provide one for you.
 Doors will be open 15 minutes before the service. Please remain in your
vehicle until the doors open. Once the doors open, please abide by the 6’
social distancing guidelines and wear a mask. If you do not have a mask,
one will be provided for you.
 Please wash your hands with sanitizer upon entering the building.
 You will be greeted at the open doors and will be directed to your mailbox
to pick up your nametag, bulletin and other correspondence. You and your
family or you and your “safe circle” will then be directed to your seat(s)
which will be positioned 6’ from those around you. (Six feet equals 4 chairs
apart. (Every other row will be taped off)
 Please remain seated until you are dismissed by row to allow for proper
social distancing. Please return your nametags to the basket before exiting
the building. You are welcome to connect with your friends once outside
while being mindful of social distancing.
 Except for the restrooms, all other areas of the building are closed on
Sunday mornings at this time.

6

DURING THE SERVICE
Worship leaders will not be masked when singing and/or speaking but will
be masked at all other times. We will not be collecting offering during the
service but offering plates will be set up in the sanctuary for you to deposit
your gift upon entering or exiting the sanctuary. Online giving is available on
our website at www.trinityrc.org.
COMMUNION
On the first Sunday of each month, we will be celebrating communion. At
this time we ask that you bring the “elements” from home as we will not be
passing the trays. We thank you for your faithfulness as we continue to figure
out how to share in community in this ever-changing environment.
THE OFFICE
The office will remain closed while the state is in Phase 4, which requires
people to work remotely if possible. When the state reopens to Phase 5, the
office will be open but office hours may be adjusted to minimize face to
face contact. If you need to meet with Pastor Deb or Pastor Phil, please
make an appointment. In order to provide a safe work environment for
church staff, please do not enter the office area without making prior
arrangements. We know this is not ideal and that relationships are so
important in carrying out ministry so we encourage you to call. We are here
for you – but in a different way.
Pastor Deb
269-599-8730 (cell)
Pastor Phil
906-298-1701 (cell)
COMMUNICATIONS
If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form,
please call the church office and leave a message. With the landscape of
Covid-19 changing frequently, in-person gatherings may be unpredictable
so communication is especially vital to staying connected. If you already
receive the bulletin and Connections, etc. in the mail, you need not
contact the office. Be sure and check the TV stations though for last minute
cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally.

We hope that you will join us in committing to THE 10 COMMITMENTS printed
on the next page as we try to care for each other and help our friends and
family feel safe.
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THE TEN COMMITMENTS
I shall not come to church if I am sick.
I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick.
I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church.
I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church. If I
do not have one, one will be provided to me.
I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church.
I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church.
I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60,
have a preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk.
I shall exit the building when the service is over.
I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside
after the service is concluded.

I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior.
A PRAYER FROM WALTER BRUEGGEMANN
It does not come easy to us to imagine that you closed the womb of mother
Hannah and thereby foreclosed the future for a time. And yet, we can name
in your presence a myriad of shut-down places around us…
Those shut down in poverty and despair,
Those shut down in fear and in rage,
Those shut down by abuse and violence,
Too hurt to speak, too frightened to appear, too scarred to dance.
And closer, our own shut downs; in anxiety, in resentment, in pretense, too
weary to care, too greedy to share, too much of us for neighbor. These are
not all your doing, we confess. But you are the God who opens all shut downs;
By your power, you give futures,
By your goodness, you give hope,
By your mercy, you make new.
So we bid you this day come to our shut down places and give birth anew.
We pray through the Easter opening of the Friday shut downs.
Amen.
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July Spiritual Discipline: Worship
As 2020 continues, we will continue with our devotional and journaling prompts. You can sign
up for our daily devotional email on the website under the “Resources” tab, or give us a call if you’d
like to receive a hard copy in the mail.
For the month of August, we will continue to follow our sermon series – looking at the lives
of folks in Scripture that God called in “unprecedented times.” As we learn from their stories, we
will also focus on the spiritual discipline of worship.
Worship is central to the lives of God’s people. And while worship takes many, many forms in
our lives, the main way we have used that word in our culture involves what we usually do on
Sunday morning – the worship service. Gathering in a church building. Greeting one another.
Singing. Preaching from Scripture. Prayer. The Sacraments.
And we are living in a moment when the way we do Sunday mornings has changed. We’ve
spent a few months separated, worshiping together by way of broadcasted recordings. We’ve
begun to gather again, but not in the space we are used to.
But worship is not – and cannot be – limited to what we do on Sunday mornings. As we
enter into a month focused on this discipline, we will be creating space for you to reflect on what
“worship” has looked like in your life. What an opportunity God has given us to understand
worship in a new way – I hope you take the opportunity to explore that with us this month.
Pastor Phil Quinn

•
•
•
•
•

Drive-In / Lawn Chair worship will continue until further notice. Join us every Sunday at 9:30am.
Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM and via live stream
at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm.
Join us for noon prayer time on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) Tuesday and Friday.
Don’t miss Summer Kids Club every Wednesday evening on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland)!
The bulletin, Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals will be mailed to those who do
not have internet access. For those with internet access, the bulletin, Connections newsletter
and monthly devotionals will be available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”

Monthly Devotional:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Daily Devotional”
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NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES

It’s budget time. Hope will be sending a budget worksheet to all committee
chairs. Please arrange to meet with your committee within the next few weeks
so that your spending plan can be submitted to the Finance Team who will
then recommend your budget to consistory at our September 8th meeting.
You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct your meetings.
However, there are folding chairs available at various sites outside of the
building for small groups of 5-6 who practice social distancing. In addition, if
pre-arranged with Lauren, your group/committee of 10 or less may meet in the
Connection Café. Again, please practice social-distancing and wear your
masks. There is a cleaning cart in the Café for you to sanitize the area that you
use before and after you meet. If you have any questions, please contact
Lauren.

Join us as we continue to look at the stories of individuals in the Old
Testament who were called by God during unprecedented times.
Gifted in very different ways, those who followed God’s call on their
lives became world changers. We can all learn from their journeys:
their struggles, their times of questioning, through their failures and
their victories. We hope that these stories will give you insight for your
own spiritual journey…because you too, have stories worth telling.
PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST
August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30
September 6

Elijah
Gideon
Deborah
Jonathon
Samson
Nehemiah

Pastor Phil (Communion)
Pastor Deb
Pastor Phil
Pastor Deb
Pastor Phil
Pastor Deb (Communion)
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Note from Pastor Deb
Like most of you, I have been doing a lot of pondering during this season of
COVID-19. I’ve been asking God lots of questions because I find these times to be
puzzling at the very least. As most of you know, I find great peace when I can look
out upon the water. While in California, I visited the Pacific Ocean when I was
troubled. Now I am blessed by visiting Lake Michigan when I need to be reminded
of who is in charge. These bodies of water are so grand – so powerful, which
reminds me constantly that God as Creator is even more grand and more
powerful. These visits put things in perspective for me.
We often turn to the Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 8:28 in such a time as this.
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose”. It gives us great comfort to know that
God brings good out of horrible. But it is especially important to look back a few
verses to verses 20-22: “For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”
Have you noticed? The fish have returned to the canals in Venice? The skyline
can be seen in the city of Los Angeles and in other major cities which are often
covered with a smoggy haze? Have you noticed that the pollutants have
decreased dramatically with less traffic and fewer factory emissions with
companies shut down for a bit? Perhaps God is using this time to give creation a
rest so that it groans a little less.
Perhaps he is using this time too, to give us time to re-group, to re-assess and
to re-prioritize what’s important. Perhaps he is using this time to help us more fully
appreciate what it means to be part of a family, to have special friends and to be
part of Christ’s church. Maybe he is helping us to learn to notice and to cherish –
once again – the simple things, the small things in life. Perhaps we are being put on
“pause” so we can re-claim what it means to belong to a God of grace and
mercy and justice, and that we are created in his image.

I recall the words of Joseph to his brothers in Genesis 50 when they feared that
he would pay the back for all of the ways that they had wronged him. Instead,
Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the
saving of many lives” (Genesis 50”19-20).
Is it possible that God is using this season of COVID-19 to save many lives - lives
of those who will come to faith and receive the promise of eternal life with Jesus in
heaven? This is my prayer.
Pastor Deb

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
TUESDAYS at 10 Bible Study
WEDNESDAYS at 10:00 in the theater at Appledorn West
WOW Thursday mornings at 9:30
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings at 6:30
Watch the bulletin and the website for updates for when Bible Studies will be
starting. In the meantime, be sure and utilize our devotional materials that are
available on our website or via hard copy upon request. In addition, there
are Bible Study materials available at www.trinityrc.org under the Connect
tab. This month you will find a study called “The Church in Acts”. Each week a
new study guide will be posted. We hope that you will take advantage of
these resources during your time of staying at home.

POPCORN AND PAINT
At Trinity Church

To Be Rescheduled
THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
IS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Cover to Cover Book Club will hopefully
resume in September with the first book
distributed in August. Please contact
Pastor Deb if you would like to read with us.
Herrick Library limits book clubs to 12
participants. Even if we can’t meet
together in person, we can read together!!
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February 20...That’s the last time Ladies Night Out met at Trinity. We have
missed each other - eating together and working on projects that help others
in need. And it doesn’t look like we’ll be able to meet again soon because of
Covid-19, so the leaders have decided to cancel our gatherings for the rest of
2020 to help keep everyone safe. Some projects were close to being
completed in the spring, and you can see the accompanying photos that
show the mastectomy pillows and Days for Girls kits that a few women finished
up this summer. The pillows go to the Breast and Bone Center. The 35 health
kits will be sent to a contact in Guatemala in August. Thank you to everyone
who contributed!
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Summer Kid's Club
Normally, this is the time of year our church is decorated and full of volunteers
and young people, as we work together as a church family to host VBS for the kids in
our church and our community.
This year, we’ve had to do things a bit differently. But different can be good,
and we are beyond blessed by how God is using our club this summer!
Each week, children’s ministry volunteers have continued to share their gifts of
storytelling as we post a video each Wednesday evening to our church Facebook
page. They are all still there – go check them out! Each week features the story that
will be preached on the next Sunday. We’ve also been working on a song with
motions and including ideas for activities each week.
What makes the Kids Club especially exciting for young people this summer is
MAIL! Each week, our participants get a big envelope addressed to THEM, stuffed full
of activity sheets and craft supplies to go along with the instruction in that week’s
video. Since kids couldn’t come to VBS this summer, we brought VBS to them!
And what makes it special for all of US is the kids themselves. As summer goes
on, we’re seeing kids begin to offer to be a part of the videos, meaning this isn’t just a
ministry we offer TO kids, but it’s a ministry in which young people are taking an
active role. God is good! We’ve still got a few weeks left – if you know any young
people that would like to sign up, the Summer Kids Club page is on our website under
the “Connect” tab.

Summer Youth Group
Please join us Wednesdays on Zoom from 6:30-8pm, and also for a safe,
social distance bonfire on August 19! You can also stay connected through
our Facebook page. Fall plans TBD.

AUGUST 2020 CALENDAR
Aug 2

Lawn Chair Worship & Communion

Aug 3

Deacons Meeting 6pm
Finance Team 7pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Community Connections Team 7pm
Lawn Chair Worship 9:30am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Consistory 7pm

Aug 4
Aug 6
Aug 9
Aug 11

9:30am

15

Aug 16
Aug 17

Lawn Chair Worship 9:30am
Worship Life Team 7pm

Aug 18
Aug 19
Aug 23
Aug 25
Aug 30

Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Staff Meeting noon
Lawn Chair Worship 9:30am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Lawn Chair Worship 9:30am

August Birthdays
Marcia Brink
Scott Brower
Weston Richardson
Randy Timmer
Leona Houting
Matt Oom
Pat Yurk
Dawn Schurman

8/6
8/6
8/8
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/12
8/13

Bev Lubbers
Wilma Prince
Doris Welling
Mia Garza
Ed Borgman
Betty Marcus
Sandy Bedard

8/14
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/21
8/22

Jason Shoemaker
Muncie Boeve
Roth Sandusky
Judy Tanis
Harold Brandsen
Doug Dams
JoAnn Dykstra

8/25
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/30

August Anniversaries
Pat & Deb Yurk
Jim & Karen Bos
Stan & Linda Sal
Randy & Sally Timmer

8/5
8/9
8/10
8/14

Mike & Hope Ward
Ed & Beth Borgman
Martin & Pat Trevino

8/15
8/21
8/22

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org) and Facebook page
(Trinity Church—Holland) will include more up to date
information about church events as we move through this
Covid-19 season and make decisions on a week by week basis.
REMINDER: ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A SEVERE
WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT WEATHER IS
EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR WATCH
THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS FOR INFORMATION
REGARDING TRINITY.
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lauren@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2020 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
Bob Koning
Dan Kruithof
Dave Tanis
Jan VanAuken
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Amanda Eckermann
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy
Ed Prince

Consistory Officers 2020
Vice President - Gregg Harper
Consistory Clerk - Jan VanAuken
Chair of Deacons - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Steve Lundy
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann

