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connections
Prayer Connection

When an elephant is giving birth in the wild, all the other elephants in the herd back up a
circle around her, to protect the new mother and her little one. They surround the
vulnerable ones to protect them, sending a clear signal to predators that if they want to
attack their friend, they will have to get through them first.
As I read this amazing account of God’s design for elephants, I was struck by the picture
above. Big ones and little ones – standing in the gap for the ones who were at risk. Eyes
outward, standing alert, bodies touching – forming a community of love and care – ready to
do whatever it takes.
This is the picture of Christ enveloping his people – protecting them from Satan’s grip. This is
the picture of Christ’s people in prayer surrounding the vulnerable, the weak, the sick, the
marginalized, the lost. This is a picture of the hedge of protection built by God answering the
pleas of praying people. This is a picture of the old teaching the young – demonstrating
what it means to be the people of God.
Oh, and there’s more. When a mother elephant loses her baby, the other elephants stand in
a circle around her and allow her all the time she needs to grieve and mourn. They don’t
hurry her or push her to abandon the body. They gently touch her with their trunks, showing
her that they remain present. But when a healthy baby elephant is delivered they raise their
trunks in celebration! The elephants begin trumpeting! They raise their voices in praise for
new life!
Have you taken your place in the circle? Are you standing shoulder to shoulder with others –
bearing the load for someone unable to carry it alone? Are you crying out to God on their
behalf? Are you praising God in celebration for who he is and what he is doing? Are you
welcoming the little ones to join you?
“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
Matthew 18:19-20
Pastor Deb
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Thank You!!
In June and July, several wonderful ladies came and helped me deep clean the
church kitchen. Thank you so much ladies for all your hard work! I couldn’t
have done it without you.
Kelli Green
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TRINITY COMMUNITY GARDEN
Our community garden vegetables, flowers, fruits (tomatoes, you know) are all
doing splendidly! God has once again blessed us with great plants, amazing
weather and a good mixture of church members and community members to
enjoy our garden.
There is a table set up near the church office for the garden produce, which
everyone is welcome to add to or take from throughout the summer. Any
produce left will be given to the Holland Rescue Mission kitchen or one of the
other great organizations in need in the area.
Please take a moment to check out in Gods’ gift to us all and enjoy His
blessings throughout the summer.

Cover to Cover Book Club
Cover to Cover Book Club will meet the 4th Thursday of the
month at 7:00 pm beginning September 28. If you would
like to join us in reading our monthly selection provided by
Herrick Library, please sign up. Books will be distributed in
August for the first meeting. The book club is limited to 12.

Turning Pages Book Club
Turning Pages Book Club will meet the 4th Thursday of the
month at noon beginning September 28. To receive your
book later this month, please sign up today. There a just a
few openings left.
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
Thursday, August 17 at 9:30 am, join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on 24th St. for
good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t know many
folks at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s
also a great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve
your place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign
up sheet.
Looking Ahead: Thursday, September 21
Thursday, October 19

TUESDAYS AT 10; “The Word Became Flesh…” Bible Study
“The Word Became Flesh...” Bible Study, Tuesday's at 10:00. In 2016, we read through the
Chronological Bible, but now we will be digging a bit deeper. How do we move from readers
to doers? How do we take what God has put in our hearts into action through our hands and
feet? Our speech? Our relationships? Our decision making? Our finances? Our civil
responsibilities? It’s the year of going beyond reading the words on the printed page and
really thinking about how God’s Word applies to your life today. It’s also the year to go beyond
thinking to acting. We hope you are up to the challenge!
Study guides, prepared by the preaching pastor are available every week following Sunday’s
message.
 Didn’t hear the message? That’s OK. The study guide will provide what you need for the
Bible Study.


Not able to come every week? That’s OK. Each week is a stand alone discussion.



Never been part of a small group study before? That’s OK. Gathering in the Connection
Café is a comfortable place to get to know folks, to question, to ponder and to talk about
God’s Word for our lives.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Pastor Deb. (Study guides are also
available on our website www.trinityrc.org).
We will not meet on August 8 or 15.
Hope you will be available to help with VBS week Aug 7–11, 9–noon.

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
“That the World May Know” Bible Study led by Pastor Deb. Visit the Holy Land with Ray
VanderLaan and get an up-close look at the places we read about in the
biblical text. Each week we will watch a short video, filmed on location –
in order to understand the culture and the people of biblical times. Then
we will follow up with a faith lesson to help deepen our own journeys of
faith. Watch God’s Word come alive! Hope you will join me.
THERE WILL BE NO BIBLE STUDY ON August 9 or 16.
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A Picture (Story) is Worth a Thousand Words
People enjoy hearing a good story, especially if it makes a connection to their own life.
Pastors try to construct children’s messages during worship relating truths about faith to
concrete things in the lives of young ones.
Jesus knew people liked stories and that understanding comes with relating to objects or
situations that were common to their experiences. His word-pictures created a miniature
play or drama capturing the imagination of young and old, poor and rich, and to the
learned and unlearned illustrating truths about God, faith and the Kingdom of God. Like
Shakespeare’s works, Jesus’ parables often involved an element of surprise - that twist at
the end that wasn’t obvious and invited listeners to further reflection.
The Wednesday morning men’s Bible study will start up again on September 6 after a
summer break, examining some of the 50+ recorded parables of Jesus. Our meeting time
is 6:30-7:30am in the office conference room, which allows those who need to be to work
by 8:00 an opportunity to begin the day with fellowship, sharing, prayer and a time of
Bible study. Those with a more flexible schedule (many in the group are retired) usually
follow up with an extended time of fellowship over breakfast.
Our goal each week will be to understand a parable in light of the culture of the time and
make a personal application to our own life. The lessons will be self-contained so travel
plans, illness or the need to sleep in will not affect your ability to participate in following
weeks. While reading and thinking about the next week’s parable will enhance our
discussion, advanced preparation (homework) is not required.

WHO:
WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:
HOW:
WHY:

Men - Do not have to be Trinity members
Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings beginning September 6, 6:30-7:30am
Church Office Conference/Work Room
Exploring the teachings of Jesus
Grow in understanding of faith, God, His Kingdom and how we are to
live
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Women of the Word
A Bible Study Group for Women
Wow! It will soon be time for Trinity’s fall activities to begin again. If you’re looking for an in depth Bible
study, consider this your invitation to join WOW. We meet Thursdays at 9:30 in the prayer room and
love to have new faces join us. This year we’ll be using the Beth Moore series, “Children of the Day,” a
study on 1 and 2 Thessalonians. We view the teaching video presented by Beth Moore, complete the
homework and meet together for discussion and sharing on the material. We also spend time in prayer
for our Trinity family. Our first meeting will be Thursday, September 7 @ 9:30.
Join Beth Moore and walk the shores of Thessalonica with this verse-by-verse Bible study of 1 and 2
Thessalonians. Children of the Day sheds light on the relationships shared by those who comprise the
church.

Sing - Sing - Sing
Start the vocal exercises, sing with
the radio or in the shower – the next
hymn sing is fast approaching.
The very important date of
September 24 will soon be here!
Gather at 6:00 pm with friends
and family to worship God in song.
There will be a time for favorites –
have that list ready!
See you in September!

Sunday Picnics at the
Playground/Lawn/Creek!!
Every Sunday through August 13, everyone is invited to
gather at the playground area following 11:10am worship for
food, fun & fellowship. Burgers/dogs, chips & beverage
provided. You are welcome to bring additional food to share
if you desire. Questions? See Kelli Green.
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I have been a Meals on Wheels volunteer driver for almost 3 years now. It is
one of the most rewarding, enjoyable things I have ever done. I have met
some wonderful people and have gained a deepened respect for the seniors
in our community. If you would like more information, please feel free to
contact me.
Barb Long
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AUGUST 2017 CALENDAR
August 1

August 2

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

Consistory 7pm

August 15

Staff Meeting noon
Discipleship Team 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

August 16

Middle/High School Summer Nights

August 17

Third Thursday Senior Breakfast

August 20

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am

VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W

10am

Middle/High School Summer Nights

6:30pm

August 6

August 14

Worship & Communion 9:30am
Worship & Communion 11:10am
Lunch at the Playground 12:15pm

6:30pm
9:30am

August 7

Vacation Bible School 9am-noon
Stewardship Team 7pm

August 22

August 8

Vacation Bible School 9am-noon
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

Adult Bible Study 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Praise Team 7pm

August 23

VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W

August 9

Vacation Bible School 9am-noon
Care Closet 2:30pm

August 27

August 10

Vacation Bible School 9am-noon

August 11

Vacation Bible School 9am-noon
VBS Family Celebration 6:30pm

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Lunch at the Playground 12:15pm

August 28

Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am

August 13

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Lunch at the Playground 12:15pm

August 30

VanderLaan Study @ Appledorn W

10am

10am

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Hands in Service
Discipleship

Chris DeGraaf
Dan Kruithof

chris@trinityrc.org
dskruithof1@charter.net

Stewardship

Paul VanderStarre

pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net

Community Connection

Sandy Bedard

bedard@hope.edu

Worship Life

Ruth Klungle

klungle875@yahoo.com
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712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
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TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Kelli Green, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
kelli@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org

2017 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Gregg Harper
Sharon Kruse
Steve Lundy
Kim Schrotenboer
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
John Houting
Tim Kroll
Pat Yurk

Happy Birthday!!
Michelle Myaard
Steve Tindall
Marcia Brink
Scott Brower
Cal Overbeek
Weston Richardson
Randy Timmer
Leona Houting
Liam Collins
Matt Oom

8/2
8/5
8/6
8/6
8/6
8/8
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/10

Jerry VanMalsen
Pat Yurk
Kathy Bagladi
Dawn Schurman
Bev Lubbers
Wilma Prince
Beckham Tindall
Peter Bronkema
Doris Welling
Bill Zonnebelt

8/10
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/17
8/17
8/17
8/18
8/18
8/18

Ed Borgman
Betty Marcus
Sandy Bedard
Delanie Obaseki
Jason Shoemaker
Muncie Boeve
Roth Sandusky
Judy Tanis
Harold Brandsen
Doug Dams
JoAnn Dykstra

8/21
8/21
8/22
8/25
8/25
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/30

Happy Anniversary!!
Pat & Deb Yurk
Jim & Karen Bos
Stan & Linda Sal

8/5
8/9
8/10

High & Paula Wassink
Randy & Sally Timmer
Mike & Hope Ward

8/13
8/14
8/15

Frank & Janice Pelfrey
Ted & Muncie Boeve
Ed & Beth Borgman
Martin & Pat Trevino

8/16
8/20
8/21
8/22

