TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

JULY 2020

Connections
Please note that all activities and
services in this issue of Connections
are tentative at this time.
The church office and building remain
closed until further notice. Pastor Deb
(1-269-599-8730) and Pastor Phil
(1-906-298-1702) are accessible
by cell phone.

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org)
and Facebook page (Trinity Church—Holland)
will include more up to date information
about church events as we move through
this Covid-19 season and make decisions
on a week by week basis.
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE: SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY

(WHAT IS YOUR STORY?)
The Scriptures are full of stories - the stories of God’s people - how they began,
their families, their struggles, their hopes and their dreams. Their reaction to the
events of their lives teach us about their character and their relationship to
God. Most importantly, their lives teach us about God; his character, his
expectations and his love for us.
Just as we can learn about God from these Bible stories, so can we learn from
our own story. Although we go through life and miss many events that seem
trivial at the time, in retrospect when we intentionally call them to memory we
can see God’s work in our lives through all of these seemingly insignificant
moments.
When I entered seminary many years ago, I had to write my faith statement in
500 words or less. Those were the most difficult 500 words I ever had to write.
Little did I know that I would be asked to expand on that initial statement
several times before my seminary training was complete, and would end up
with a 25 page autobiography. Not until I was given these opportunities to
recall key events in my life, did I realize just how significant they were.
This month I would like to challenge you to intentionally recall specific
moments from your own life. Whether you are 20 or 90, I do not believe that
things in your life happen by coincidence, nor do I believe that certain people
have crossed your path by accident.
Each day I hope to ask you questions to help you remember these important
events and the people who have affected your life. At the end of July, by
putting all this information together, I hope that you will have created the
beginnings of your own Spiritual Autobiography - a collection that makes you
“uniquely” you - the person that God created.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his love endures forever.
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story—
Psalm 107:1-2a
And I thank God for you……
Pastor Deb
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Lawn Chair Worship!!
Bring your lawn chair and a bottle of water or your
cup of coffee and join us for LIVE WORSHIP outside
in our NE parking lot! Please space your family’s
chairs 6’ from other families to honor social
distancing guidelines. If you are able, we would ask
that you wear a mask if visiting other family groups
before or after the service.
Our parking attendants will be there to direct
you where to park and where to place your
chairs. If you would prefer to remain in your
vehicle, you will be directed to park as
well. Please do not turn on your radio as you
will be able to here the service “live”.
In case of rain, the service will be drive in and
you will be directed to remain in your vehicle
and listen to the service on your car radio.
The first Sunday of every month, we celebrate the
sacrament of communion. Please remember to
bring your bread and juice from home so that we
may share communion together.

RESTROOMS
OPEN
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STAYING CONNECTED
Even though the church building and office remain closed, we are still able to meet
remotely. Here are a few examples:
•

Drive-In / Lawn Chair worship will continue until further notice. Join us every Sunday at
9:30am.

•

Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM and via live
stream at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm.

•

Bulletins with song sheets for Sunday worship are available on our website for those who
have internet. For those who do not have internet access, the weekly bulletin and song
sheet will be mailed by Wednesday in order to be received by Sunday. For those with
internet access, the bulletin and song sheet is available on Trinity’s website (see
instructions below).

•

Join us for noon prayer time on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) Tuesday and Friday.
Many people from Trinity & the community have been participating!

•

Don’t miss Summer Kids Club every Wednesday evening on Facebook (Trinity Church Holland)! To receive a weekly activity pack, go to https://www.trinityrc.org/
summerkidsclub.cfm and fill out the form by Friday to receive next week's activity pack.

•

The Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals will be mailed to those who do not
have internet access. For those with internet access, the bulletin, Connections newsletter
and monthly devotionals will be available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”
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COVID-19
Update
as of 7/1/2020

Trinity Church is committed to the safety of our friends and family and
will re-open cautiously according to our State and Federal Government’s
general recommendations. Our guiding principles are centered on loving our
neighbors well by utilizing safety precautions that consider the well-being of
others – especially those who are most vulnerable. We ask that you show
grace to us and others as we navigate what church looks like at “such a time
as this.”
Many of you may feel uncomfortable about coming into the building to
worship and being part of a larger gathering, and that’s OK. We also
encourage those of you who are considered “high risk” to remain safely at
home for the time being. We will continue to gather via the radio broadcast
on WHTC and internet livestream even if you are unable to be physically
present in the sanctuary at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. Our service will also be
available to listen to at a later date on our website at www.trinityrc.org under
the worship tab.
Below, you will find important information regarding what to expect as
we move forward:
PLEASE LET US KNOW:
In order for us to arrange the sanctuary to accommodate the 6’ social
distancing requirements, it is important that we know if you are planning to
attend services in the building. If you plan NOT TO return to the building any
time soon, please email or call Pastors Deb or Phil or let your elder know
within the next couple of weeks. Your response is extremely valuable as it will
help determine whether we will have 1 or 2 services when in-person services
resume.
MASKS
We ask that everyone wear a face mask, per the guidelines of the State of
Michigan. Because some folks are unable to wear masks due to a health
condition, we ask others to be diligent in order to protect these who are
more vulnerable. Please refrain from touching your eyes, nose and mouth as
well. If you do not have a mask or happen to forget it on any given Sunday,
masks will be available.
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
Please respect the 6’ social distancing parameters and refrain from hugging
and shaking hands. If you become uneasy with someone getting “too close”,
please feel free to ask them to respect your “space”. Please understand that
it might be difficult for some folks to ask others to respect their space so be
mindful of keeping 6’ between you and them.
HEALTH ASSESSMENT
Consider your health when deciding to attend church on Sunday morning. If
you are sick or anyone in your home is ill, please stay home and join us online
or via the radio. You must be fever-free and without a cough for 72 hours
before Sunday morning.

CHILDREN
There will be no Children in Worship, Time for Children or nursery on Sunday
mornings. Children must stay within an arm’s reach of their parents or
guardians the entire time they are on church property. The round tables at the
rear of the sanctuary are reserved for parents to gather with their children
during the service. Parents are welcome to bring snacks and activities for the
children in their own family.
ENTERING AND EXITING
 The Connection Café and drinking fountains will be closed. Please feel free
to bring your own coffee or water.
 Bibles, hymnbooks and friendship pads have been removed from the
sanctuary. Please bring your Bible from home. If you do not have one, we
would be happy to provide one for you.
 Doors will be open 15 minutes before the service. Please remain in your
vehicle until the doors open. Once the doors open, please abide by the 6’
social distancing guidelines and wear a mask. If you do not have a mask,
one will be provided for you.
 Please wash your hands with sanitizer upon entering the building.
 You will be greeted at the open doors and will be directed to your mailbox
to pick up your nametag, bulletin and other correspondence. You and your
family or you and your “safe circle” will then be directed to your seat(s)
which will be positioned 6’ from those around you. (SIX feet equals 4 chairs
apart. (Every other row will be taped off)
 Please remain seated until you are dismissed by row to allow for proper
social distancing. Please return your nametags to the basket before exiting
the building. You are welcome to connect with your friends once outside
while being mindful of social distancing.
 Except for the restrooms, all other areas of the building are closed on
Sunday mornings at this time.

7

DURING THE SERVICE
Worship leaders will not be masked when singing and/or speaking but will
be masked at all other times. We will not be collecting offering during the
service but offering plates will be set up in the sanctuary for you to deposit
your gift upon entering or exiting the sanctuary. Online giving is available on
our website at www.trinityrc.org.
COMMUNION
On the first Sunday of each month, we will be celebrating communion. At
this time we ask that you bring the “elements” from home as we will not be
passing the trays. We thank you for your faithfulness as we continue to figure
out how to share in community in this ever-changing environment.

We hope that you will join us in committing to THE 10 COMMITMENTS printed
below, as we try to care for each other and help our friends and family feel
safe.

THE TEN COMMITMENTS
I shall not come to church if I am sick.

I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick.
I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church.
I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church. If I
do not have one, one will be provided to me.
I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church.
I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church.
I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60,
have a preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk.
I shall exit the building when the service is over.
I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside
after the service is concluded.
I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior.
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Consistory has been meeting the second Tuesday of each month via ZOOM.
As we discern how and when to begin utilizing our building for worship, classes,
meetings, etc. we ask that you pray fervently for the decisions that need to be
made. We thank you for your continued input and support as we consider the
physical, emotional and spiritual needs of those to whom we minister. Consistory will not be meeting in July as a whole, but will meet as committees to determine our budgets for the next calendar year.

This year’s General Synod of the RCA which was scheduled to meet in June
has now been cancelled. The next General Synod will meet in June 2021 in
Pella, IA. In the meantime, you may check out the RCA website at
www.rca.org for updates from the Vision 2020 team. Their recommendation for
General Synod is expected to be available online by July 1st.

NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES
You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct your meetings.
However, there are folding chairs available at various sites outside of the
building for small groups of 5-6 who practice social distancing. In addition, if
pre-arranged with Lauren, your group/committee of 10 or less may meet in the
Connection Café. Again, please practice social-distancing and wear your
masks. There is a cleaning cart in the Café for you to sanitize the area that you
use before and after you meet. If you have any questions, please contact
Lauren.
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Summer Kid's Club
With the precautions in place to keep us safe and healthy as a community this
summer, Trinity Church will not be hosting a VBS as usual.
Instead, you can join us on Facebook each Wednesday Night through the summer
for a MidWeek Kids story, songs to sing, and challenges!
Also, we're inviting you to sign up using the web address below to receive a packet
each week. These will include some activities, puzzles, and challenges to go along
with the story that will be posted on Wednesdays.

You do not have to be a member, or even live in Holland to participate. Sign up now
on our website!
https://www.trinityrc.org/summerkidsclub.cfm

Summer Youth Group
Please join us Wednesdays on Zoom from 6:30-8pm, and also for safe,
social distance bonfires on July 22 and August 19! You can also stay
connected through our Facebook page.

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
TUESDAYS at 10 Bible Study
WEDNESDAYS at 10:00 in the theater at Appledorn West
WOW Thursday mornings at 9:30
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings at 6:30
Watch the bulletin and the website for updates for when Bible Studies will be
starting. In the meantime, be sure and utilize our devotional materials that are
available on our website or via hard copy upon request. In addition, there
are Bible Study materials available at www.trinityrc.org under the Connect
tab. This month you will find a study called “The Church in Acts”. Each week a
new study guide will be posted. We hope that you will take advantage of
these resources during your time of staying at home.

POPCORN AND PAINT
At Trinity Church

Cover to Cover Book Club will hopefully
resume in September with the first book
distributed in August. Please contact
Pastor Deb if you would like to read with us.
Herrick Library limits book clubs to 12
participants.

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
IS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

JULY 2020 CALENDAR
July 2
July 5

Community Connections Team 7pm
Lawn Chair Worship & Communion

July 6
July 7
July 12
July 14

Deacons Meeting 6pm
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Lawn Chair Worship
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm

9:30am
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July 15
July 19

Staff Meeting noon
Lawn Chair Worship 9:30am

July 21
July 26
July 28

Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Lawn Chair Worship 9:30am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm

July Birthdays
Karen DeBoer
Gregg Harper
Barb Schulze
Eleanor Nyland
Sheryl Cosby
Patti Gell
Sally Timmer

7/1
7/1
7/1
7/2
7/4
7/4
7/4

Rick Cabrera
Rob Dannenberg
Linda Joling
Sandy Kalmink
Nicole Weerstra
Dianne Moker
Rick Fisher

7/8
7/18
7/18
7/18
7/18
7/20
7/22

Barb Jacob
Roger Nyland
Stan Sal
Madi Oom
Jennifer Kroll
John Houting
Bob Hoving

7/22
7/24
7/24
7/25
7/29
7/31
7/31

July Anniversaries
Rick & Gretchen Fisher
Don & Karen Kane
Phil & Sonnet Quinn
Roger & Marge Kleis
Kevin & Carla Brower

7/7
7/7
7/8
7/13
7/20

Kelly & Marcia Brink
Jeff & Linda Joling
Bill & Jan VanAuken
Al & Alice Kooyers

7/21
7/22
7/24
7/28

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org) and Facebook page
(Trinity Church—Holland) will include more up to date
information about church events as we move through this
Covid-19 season and make decisions on a week by week basis.
REMINDER: ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A SEVERE
WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT WEATHER IS
EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR WATCH
THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS FOR INFORMATION
REGARDING TRINITY.
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lauren@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2020 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
Bob Koning
Dan Kruithof
Dave Tanis
Jan VanAuken
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Amanda Eckermann
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy
Ed Prince

Consistory Officers 2020
Vice President - Gregg Harper
Consistory Clerk - Jan VanAuken
Chair of Deacons - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Steve Lundy
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann

