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Connections
Please note that all activities and
services in this issue of Connections
are tentative at this time.
The church office and building remain
closed until further notice. Pastor Deb
(1-269-599-8730) and Pastor Phil
(1-906-298-1702) are accessible
by cell phone.

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org)
and Facebook page (Trinity Church—Holland)
will include more up to date information
about church events as we move through
this Covid-19 season and make decisions
on a week by week basis.
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE: MEDITATION
Listen to the inner whisperings of God. “Reading without meditation can be
just as dangerous as meditation without reading, for then the word of God is
merely intellectualized; it never makes the journey from our head to our heart.”
To meditate on God’s Word means to take a portion of Scripture, read only a
small section of it and digest it. Think about related passages and then move
on to the next verses. It is not the quantity of Scripture that is read, but the
quality.
When you eat, your body does not receive nutrition unless you chew and
swallow the food. It is the action of swallowing and digesting that benefits the
body. You must also swallow “Spiritual” food. Don’t stuff another bite into your
mouth until you have swallowed the first one!
Perhaps you have asked yourself the following question: If God is alive and
active in the affairs of human beings, why can’t I hear His voice today? Where
is he in all of the virus stuff? Remember, God’s voice can be heard by those
who seek to hear him. Contemplation calls you into the living presence of
God. If your focus is on God the Father, you must detach yourself from the
confusion and stresses around you in order to attach to him. Only by being in
relationship with God can you have the spiritual perception that is needed to
deal with that which is confusing and chaotic in the world.

As you meditate on God’s Word this month, I hope you will also take the
opportunity to jot your thoughts down in your journal.
_________________________________________________________

Bajema, Clifford E. At One With Jesus. CRC: Grand Rapids. 1998. P.6.

NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES
Trinity now has ZOOM capabilities so that all meetings can be held via ZOOM
until further notice. If you are attending a meeting, the link will be emailed to
your email address prior to the scheduled time. If you do not have access to
a phone or internet, please contact Pastor Phil or Pastor Deb.
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STAYING CONNECTED
Even though the church building and office are closed until further notice, we are still able to
meet remotely. Here are a few examples:
•

Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM and via live
stream at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm.

•

Bulletins with song sheets for Sunday worship are available on our website for those who
have internet. For those who do not have internet access, the weekly bulletin and song
sheet will be mailed by Wednesday in order to be received by Sunday. For those with
internet access, the bulletin and song sheet is available on Trinity’s website (see
instructions below).

•

Pastor Phil (and other Trinity friends) hosts a noon prayer time on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday on Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) that is interactive. Many
people from Trinity & the community have been participating!

•

MidWeek stories are available via Facebook (Trinity Church - Holland) each Wednesday.
Please check these out - they are wonderful and very interactive!

•

The Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals will be mailed to those who do not
have internet access. For those with internet access, the bulletin, Connections newsletter
and monthly devotionals will be available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”

Monthly Devotional:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
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A “Start Up” committee has been formed that is made up of
members of consistory, the Community Connections team and a
few others, that is exploring ways in which we can begin
gathering again when the “stay at home” order is lifted. We
imagine that this will be a gradual process to ensure the health
and safety of our members both young and old as we begin to
venture out of our homes. It will most likely involve a time of
transition as we examine all aspects of church life. Please pray for
this process so that we can be good caregivers of each other
while striving to honor God through our worship, fellowship, study
and mission. Please pray for discernment, creativity, resources
and patience as we move forward on our journey to be the
church that God has called us to be during this challenging
season of ministry.
As you are reading this, if you have any ideas to share,
please email them to Pastor Deb at deb@trinityrc.org.

April Notes from the Deacons
On April 6, we had our first deacons meeting using Zoom online. It took
us all a bit of getting used to, but overall it works well. We received a
report from Jim Allen, our facilities coordinator. He is keeping up the
building and grounds very well and we all feel very fortunate that we

have him on the job. There were no new surprises this month – thank
goodness! We discussed the possibility of getting new trees for the
playground and brainstorming ideas for the space that was recently
cleared when the sick trees were removed. We also wondered about
getting volunteers to plant flowers in the playground boxes, but of course
those plans are on hold for now. We are all looking forward to gathering
again at Trinity soon. Until then, stay well!
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Things I Have Learned
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

I never knew that April is the longest month of the year.
When mouths are covered with masks, eyes say a lot.
Hairdressers are definitely essential.
It is possible to cook 7 days in a row.
The sun still rises and sets.
It can be exciting to watch paint dry.
A trip to the mailbox is something to look forward to because getting mail
is like Christmas.
Charmin probably doesn’t need to be paying the bears to keep doing
commercials.
Even though Tulip Time is cancelled, tulips are not.
I am definitely not an introvert.
The Jetsons was a foreshadowing of communicating via ZOOM in 2020 –
wish I had a “Jane” mask.
The Big Lake is salve for the soul – and I get to live here.
I am able to measure 6’ without a tape measure.
It is possible to preach to a computer if I picture the dear faces of Trinity
folks.
I looked forward to last week’s root canal.
It does not matter how inexpensive gasoline is when vehicles don’t go out
of the garage.
My baby granddaughter thinks I live in a box – on an I Pad screen.
We truly have amazing people at Trinity who love and care for each
other in very practical ways.
Faith is the only weapon against fear.
And finally, I have learned to be more grateful in all circumstances.

I hope you are able to smile with me and celebrate the fact that even
though we cannot gather quite yet, we are family. We are brothers and
sisters in Christ. There is no stronger bond. You are so loved.
Pastor Deb

7

ENCOURAGING AND CONNECTING!!!
From Harold and Karen Brandsen
This is our daughter Julie Grady holding our
2 month old great grandson Harrison James Stafford,
and eating Goldfish crackers is our 2 year old
great granddaughter Nora Stafford. Both are
children of our granddaughter Emily Stafford
(the photographer). As you can see, we remained
safely behind the glass door (but that wasn't easy).

What I Learned During COVID 19
•

You can be late for church even when you don’t leave the house!!

•

Politicians don’t know everything – they are just political.

•

Time keeps moving; it wouldn’t be April 2020 again!!!

•

Christmas shopping can happen on Easter; the two DO go together.

•

What is old is new again!!! Remember your mother or you putting a note in the
mailbox asking for stamps? Guess what? Order stamps on line and the mailman
delivers!!! Remember the peddle wagon or someone talking about it?? Groceries are
delivered. Definitely not a new idea!!!

•

Cleaning closets and drawers is needed and therapeutic. Even glue sticks dry out!!!

•

It’s okay to burn candles during the day just for YOU!!!
Ruth Klungle

From Shelley DeFouw
My co-worker did a kind
act for me by sewing a
face mask so I can go to
the grocery store with
less of a risk. This is a
real blessing.

From Lynda Simmons
I am thankful for
technology - listening to
the wonderful worship
services and Bible study.
Also learning about
Zoom and seeing all of
my family from Zeeland
& Dorr to the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan is
a true blessing.

From Jenna Kroll
I was working on a
scrapbook of my life
and I was just flooded
with so many memories.
All I could do is smile.
Thank you Lord for
memories.

ENCOURAGING AND CONNECTING!!!
From Dave and Judy Tanis
Puzzle Time!!
From Dave and Judy Tanis
Saw this just up Apple Ave from church
when we were on our walk today.

From Judy Mulder
A hug sent to me from my
3 year old great granddaughter.

From Ed and Marlene Plaggemars
Hibiscus in Bloom

From Jim and Karen Bos
They who dwell in the ends of the earth stand in awe of Your signs;
You make the dawn and the sunset shout for joy. Psalm 65:8
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ENCOURAGING AND CONNECTING!!!
From Jim and Karen Bos
New Sandbox - Before the Stay at Home Order!

From Jim and Karen Bos
Spring awakening has begun in the Bos gardens.
Each day we see new growth! Praise the Lord!
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
TUESDAYS at 10 Bible Study
WEDNESDAYS at 10:00 in the theater at Appledorn West
WOW Thursday mornings at 9:30
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings at 6:30
Watch the bulletin and the website for updates for when Bible Studies will be
starting. In the meantime, be sure and utilize our devotional materials that are
available on our website or via hard copy upon request. In addition, there
are Bible Study materials available at www.trinityrc.org under the Connect
tab. On the left margin you will find two studies which have been adapted
from Max Lucado’s “Anxious for Nothing” and “Fearless”. Each week, a new
study guide will be posted. We hope that you will take advantage of these
resources during your time of staying at home.

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
IS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Cover to Cover Book Club - Due to closure
of the Herrick Library, there will be no Cover
to Cover book club until fall. In the
meantime, you are welcome to borrow
books from the church library. Contact
Pastor Deb and she will get them for you.
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Community Connections Presents:

POPCORN AND PAINT
At Trinity Church

All-Church Pinewood Derby Race

Postponed
Date To Be Determined
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MAY 2020 CALENDAR
May 3
May 4
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 10
May 11
May 12

May 13

Worship & Communion 9:30am
Deacons Meeting 6pm
Finance Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W. 10am
Women of the Word 9:15am
Worship 9:30am
Lady Tough Fitness 6:30pm
Adult Bible Study 10am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Consistory 7pm

May 14
May 17

Women of the Word 9:15am
Worship 9:30am

May 19

Adult Bible Study 10am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W. 10am
Staff Meeting noon
Women of the Word 9:15am
Worship 9:30am

May 20

May 21
May 24
May 25
May 26

May 27

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W. 10am
Care Closet 3:30pm
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May 31

Memorial Day
Adult Bible Study 10am
Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W. 10am
Worship 9:30am

The bulletin, website (www.trinityrc.org) and Facebook page
(Trinity Church—Holland) will include more up to date
information about church events as we move through this
Covid-19 season and make decisions on a week by week basis.
May Birthdays
Doug Schurman
Arlene VandenBosch
Anita Boss
Jenna Kroll
Linda Lampen
Anne VanderZiel
Penny Houting
Kelly Anderson
Joy McSorley
Xavier Reyes

5/2
5/2
5/4
5/4
5/4
5/9
5/10
5/13
5/14
5/14

Linda Sal
Joseph Harrington
Akeelah Sandusky
Lori Borgman
Warren Kooyers
Noah Babinski
Dan Schrotenboer
Lou Teerman
Lee Teerman

5/14
5/15
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/19
5/19
5/23
5/23

Alice Kooyers
May Kubera
Dar VanHeest
Logan Breuker
Ken Brondyke
Karen Kane
Deb Yurk
Lori Kooyers
Paul Moker

5/25
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/28
5/28
5/29
5/30

May Anniversaries
Lynn & Phyllis Post
Ryan & Ashley Breuker
Warren & Lori Kooyers
Tim & Jenna Kroll

5/2
5/4
5/16
5/16

Jim & Linda Allen
Bob & Patti Gell
Bob & Barb Long
Jim & Pat Spoor

5/20
5/20
5/25
5/25
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lgarza@gmailcom
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2020 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
Bob Koning
Dan Kruithof
Dave Tanis
Jan VanAuken
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Amanda Eckermann
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy
Ed Prince

Consistory Officers 2020
Vice President - Gregg Harper
Consistory Clerk - Jan VanAuken
Chair of Deacons - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Steve Lundy
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann

