TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

APRIL 2021

Connections
YOUNG CHILDREN AND WORSHIP
Begins Sunday April 11
For Children 2½ Yrs. - Kindergarten
Children 2 ½ yrs. through kindergarten will be excused from the sanctuary following the
children’s message and are invited to participate in worship designed especially for them.
Using a sensorimotor approach, small children will be encouraged to enter into Scripture
through song, storytelling and a time of “wondering” while in community with one another.
The Children and Worship center is special place to be with God, to hear the stories of God and
to talk with God. It is a place where our children can see, hear and feel what it means to be a
cherished child of our Creator and what it means to belong to Christ’s Church. We hope and
pray that your family will be part of this very important ministry as we intentionally disciple our
littlest people into being life-long worshippers of Jesus Christ.

Children and Worship Stories
April 11
The Light
April 18
Jesus is Risen: Appearance To Mary Magdalene
April 25
Jesus is Risen: The Road to Emmaus
May 2
The Good Shepherd
May 9
The Good Shepherd and the Wolf
May 16
Ascension
May 23
Pentecost
May 30
Baptism
If you would like more information about Children and Worship or would like to know how you
can help, please contact Pastor Deb.
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EASTER FLOWERS
Easter is Sunday, April 4! Trinity Church desires to carry on our tradition of
placing spring flowers in the sanctuary on Easter morning in honor and/or
memory of our loved ones. Typically those who wish to place flowers purchase
them and drop them off at church by noon on Good Friday. Due to our
commitment to keeping our Trinity family as safe as possible, the process of Easter flowers
will be a bit different this year.
Trinity staff will take care of purchasing flowers. We have chosen daffodils and tulips in an
effort to eliminate scented flowers which trigger allergic responses from many worshippers.
You are invited to donate toward the cost of purchasing the flowers (checks payable to Trinity
Church, with a note in the memo area designating Easter Flowers).
As in past years, if you would like your loved one remembered with a flower, we
will include that in the Easter worship bulletin. You may email
barb@trinityrc.org, drop a note to the church office (712 Apple Ave.) or leave a
phone message (396-6526 x101). Remembrances must be submitted by Palm
Sunday, March 28.
This Maundy Thursday, we will be holding a Tenebrae Service at 7pm. You
can join us for in-person worship in the sanctuary, and we will also be
broadcasting on Facebook Live. The service will open with a remembrance
of the Lord’s Supper. Please feel welcome to prepare and bring your own
elements.
The Tenebrae Service is an ancient traditional way of remembering the
Passion of Jesus - his sentencing, crucifixion, death, and burial. The story is
read from scripture, with candles being extinguished throughout. The
congregation then exits in reflective silence.
This service will be a meaningful final service of Lent and a powerful way to prepare for the
celebration and joy of Easter morning. We hope to see you in person or on Facebook!

We need your help to get the grounds ready for Spring!!
Join us on Saturday, April 3 from 8:30 am - noon (or anytime in between!!).
Bring your rakes, wheelbarrows, gloves and other garden tools. Please text
or call Rob Dannenberg to sign-up: 616-403-3923.
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March 2021 Covid Update

Although we have resumed in-person worship services, the office will
remain closed while the state is in Phase 4 which requires people to
work remotely if possible. When the state reopens to Phase 5, the
office will reopen but hours may be adjusted to minimize face to face
contact. In the meantime, if you need to meet with Pastor Deb, Pastor
Phil or another staff member, please make an appointment. In order to provide
a safe work environment for church staff, please do not enter the office area
without making prior arrangements. We know this is not ideal and that
relationships are so important in carrying out ministry so we encourage you to
call. We are here for you – but in a different way.
Pastor Deb 269-599-8730 (cell)

•
•

Pastor Phil 906-298-1702 (cell)

Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM, via live stream
at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm and live on Trinity’s Facebook page.
The bulletin, Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals are available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”

Monthly Devotional:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Daily Devotional”

If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please call the
church office and leave a message. With the landscape of Covid-19 changing frequently,
communication is especially vital to staying connected. Be sure to check the TV stations
though for last minute cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally. If
you are attending in-person services and would like your name removed from our
weekly mailing list please contact the church office (396-6526 x101).
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THE TEN COMMITMENTS

I shall not come to church if I am sick.
I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick.
I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church.
I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church.
If I do not have one, one will be provided to me.
I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church.
I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church.
I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60, have a
preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk.
I shall exit the building when the service is over.
I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside
after the service is concluded.
I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior.
Deacon's Corner
The Deacons continue to meet on the first Tuesday of the month. We have been looking into a
security camera system for the church. You may be aware that the catalytic converter was
stolen off the bus...TWICE!! The cameras will be placed outside focusing on the bus and
entrance area and inside focusing on the exit/entrance doors and the nursery. Thank you to
Benji who has done the research and will help us proceed with the project. If you have any
questions for the Deacons please let us know.
Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Neil DeBoer
Benji Garza
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy

Hands in Service
Chair of Deacons, Executive, Community Connection Team
Treasurer, Executive, Finance Team
Clerk of Deacons
Bus Committee
Executive, Restart Team

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR APRIL
April 4

Heart Songs: “Because He Lives” (Easter)
Communion

Pastor Phil

April 11

Easter People Have a Bold Faith

Pastor Deb

April 18

Easter People Belong

Pastor Phil

April 25

Easter People Practice Hospitality

Pastor Phil

May 2

Easter People Have Strong Backs
Communion

Pastor Deb
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ZOOM BIBLE STUDY AT TRINITY CHURCH
TUESDAYS AT 10:00 AM and WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 PM
TRINITY BIBLE STUDY via Zoom on your computer, tablet or smart phone from your
kitchen, in your living room, in Holland, Arizona or pretty much anywhere. I hope
you will zoom with me. Contact me, Pastor Deb (deb@trinityrc.org) or leave a
message on my cell (269-599-8730) and I will send information on how to connect.
We are studying the book of John based on Max Lucado’s book, “You Are Never
Alone” (you do not need to purchase the book). We will ponder the
questions:
• When life feels depleted, does God care?
• I’m facing an onslaught of challenges, will God help?
• When life grows dark and stormy, does God notice?
• I’m facing the fear of death, will God help me?

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST

is cancelled until further notice.

Cover to Cover Book Club
Thursday, April 22 at 7pm. This
month’s book is “Small Great Things”
by Jodi Picoult. Masks and social
distancing are required.

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 AM (in person)
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY led by Bill VanAuken. All men are invited and welcome. Please
contact Bill (billvanauken@att.net or 616–848-0934) for more information.

WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 PM and THURSDAYS AT 9:30 AM (In person)
W.O.W (WOMEN OF THE WORD). A study of Ephesians 6 based on Pricilla Shirer’s
book The Armor of God led by Jan VanAuken. Please contact Jan for more
information or to order your book (jvanauken@att.net or 616-403-8261).
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UPDATE FROM THE MARCH 21, 2021 TOWNHALL MEETING
The consistory thanks the congregation for their input at the townhall meeting Sunday,
March 21st. Based on the comments shared, the consistory decided to reconsider the
staffing proposal that was presented and give additional time to consider our staffing in
light of many of the comments made. We will dedicate much of our April 13th consistory
meeting to discuss and look at alternatives. We covet your prayers and any additional
input as we look to our future.

March 2021 Missionary Update From Rowland and Jane Van Es
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Dear Friends,
When Jeremiah, a 2013 graduate of St. Paul’s University (SPU), preached his first message to
one couple and a child at the Kitengela church plant in January of 2017 he could have been very
discouraged. He probably couldn’t begin to imagine that in just four years it would be a vibrant
congregation with an average attendance of 75 worshipers. Jeremiah says, “By the grace of God the
church has been growing from strength to strength numerically and spiritually—thanks to the great
contributions of some SPU students.”
For several years, the Reformed Church of East Africa (RCEA) congregation in Kawangware had
the vision to plant a church in Kitengela town. They had a one-acre plot that had been donated but,
because it was a bit further out of town, they weren’t sure if it was ideal for a church plant.
Jeremiah was sent to complete a survey and decided it could be used to start a church. A tent was
erected on the property and attendance was small. Eventually, some young boys who were grazing
their sheep and goats in the area drew near to listen. From this, a Sunday school was born which is still
the backbone of Kitengela church.
Another key outreach of the church is Vacation Bible School. K-12 Schools in Kenya don’t have a
three-month summer break. Instead, they are in school for three months and then have one month
off in April, August and December. This gives the church a chance to have not just one VBS, but three
each year. For the first VBS in April 2017, the kids from Kawangware traveled one and a half hours by
bus to join the 15 kids from Kitengela for VBS fun: singing, playing, memorizing scripture verses, and
getting to know God and each other.
Of course, running a church plant takes a lot of manpower, or in the case of Kitengela, plenty of
women power. Jeremiah needed help and invited some of the St Paul’s University (SPU) students from
the RCEA to serve as volunteers. The first year Winnie joined him, the second year Milly, the third year
Naomi and Michelle, and last year Vivian did her pastoral internship there. Jeremiah says that each
volunteer brought their gifts and talents and blessed the new church. Winnie helped organize the first
VBS. Milly started a weekly women’s fellowship group. She also organized her SPU friends to preach
on Sundays. Naomi and Michelle were good at mentoring youth and doing home visits. Vivian taught
the women how to crochet which became a good way for them to make a little money during the
COVID-19 pandemic lockdown.
In August 2019, Kitengela hosted the ordination of two women connected to both the RCEA
and SPU: Lydia and Rebecca (both SPU theology graduates). This year after celebrating their fourth
anniversary, Kitengela was recognized as a new congregation of the RCEA on February 7. They called
Rev. Rebecca as their first parish minister.
This new church has plans to keep on growing. Just as they started from the gift of one acre of
land many years ago, so they are expanding from another gift. One of the boys who came to an early
VBS got so excited about the church that when he told his mother about it, she donated two acres of
land that she has 150 km away. Now Kitengela church has the vision to plant a new church on that
property. Never underestimate the value of Sunday school and trust God to use all the manpower
available, especially if some of it comes from women!
We thank God for the gifts and talents of our students here at St. Paul’s University. It is always
exciting to see how God is using them. We feel privileged to play a part in their training for ministry.
Please consider supporting St. Paul's Scholarships fund to assist needy in their pursuits to become
servant leaders. Thank you for your continued partnership in mission!
Rowland and Jane
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APRIL 2021 CALENDAR

April 1

WOW in the Morning 9:30am
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service

April 14

Good Friday

April 15
April 18

7pm

April 2
April 3
April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7

April 8
April 11

Church Grounds Clean Up

8:30am - noon

Easter Worship & Communion

9:30am

Finance Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 10am
Deacons Meeting 7pm
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Worship 9:30am
Sunday School Pre-School - 5th Gr.

10:30am

April 21

April 22
April 25

April 26
April 28

Middle/High School Youth

5:30pm

April 13

April 29

Consistory 7pm

Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Worship 9:30am
Sunday School Pre-School - 5th Gr.

10:30am
Middle/High School Youth 5:30pm
Men’s Bible Study 7am
Staff Meeting noon
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm
Worship 9:30am
Sunday School Pre-School - 5th Gr.

10:30am
Middle/High School Youth 5:30pm
Worship Life Team 7pm
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am

April Birthdays
John Bedard
John Taylor
Alyssa Shull
Doug VandeWege
Jessica Richardson
Marilyn Brower
Bob Koning
Sharon Kruse

4/2
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/13

Shirley Nienhuis
Benji Garza
Stuart Emmons
Marlene Plaggemars
Crystal Lundy
Kim Schrotenboer
Joyce Dozeman

4/13
4/16
4/17
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/20

Al Nienhuis
Julaine Knap
Shirley Perez
Kaya Quinn
Gord Kossen
Bill VanAuken
Jan VanAuken

4/20
4/23
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/27
4/28

April Anniversaries
Paul & Dianne Moker
Jim & Lynda Simmons

4/11
4/17

Rudy & Jessica Richardson

4/25
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lauren@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2021 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
John Houting
Bob Koning
Dianne Moker
Dave Tanis
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Neil DeBoer
Benji Garza
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy

NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES
You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct your meetings. If
pre-arranged with Lauren, your group/committee of 15 or less may meet in
the Connection Café. Again, please practice social-distancing and wear
your masks. There is a cleaning cart in the Café for you to sanitize the area
that you use before and after you meet. If you have any questions, please
contact Lauren.
If the National Weather service issues a weather WARNING, all
services/programs at Trinity are cancelled. If Holland Public
schools are closed due to inclement weather, we are closed.

