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connections

A relationally based outreach of God’s love to our church and community
that provides help with home repairs and a variety of life skills.
Purpose:





To build relationships with our neighbors
To assist with home repairs and life skills
To encourage and mentor those with whom we work
To Share the love of Jesus through acts of service

616.396-6526

info@trinityrc.org

www.trinityrc.org

“Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” I John 3:18

Helping Hands Ministry
A more formal structure to a ministry already existing at Trinity is being kicked off in April that we hope
many at Trinity will consider being a part of.
There are Trinity members and friends who periodically find themselves in need of someone to walk along
side them for projects at their residence or with life situations. Through lack of knowledge or experience,
financial difficulties or physical limitations they are unable to take care of things that at one time were
handled by themselves or a spouse. Possibly they have no family in the vicinity to help or are hesitant to
ask a neighbor. It is the goal of the Helping Hands Ministry to become a partner in those situations helping
address needs as the skills of volunteers allow or offering knowledgeable referral for things that are
beyond the volunteers ability.
A crucial part of the success of this ministry is building a data base of individuals with knowledge and skills
in a variety of areas so that as needs become known, a team of volunteers can be pulled together to offer
help.
The scope of projects the ministry hopes to help with will not be limited to physical tasks. Although things
like building a handicap ramp, changing smoke detectors, raking leaves and fixing basic plumbing
problems can be addressed, sewing, baking help, setting up a budget, tutoring and other life needs may
also arise, so the possibility of your involvement will not be limited by lack of “construction” knowledge or
skills.
The opportunity to become a part of this ministry is open to all ages.
If this is a ministry missional opportunity you would like to be involved in or are interested in learning
more about, contact Bill Van Auken.
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Clean up
Sign up and join the crew Saturday April 7 for the annual
Spring Clean-up of our grounds and building. Bring along gloves, a rake and
whatever hand tools you like to use. Refreshments will be provided.
If you have the means of bringing a wheelbarrow, that will be helpful too.
We will start at 9:00am, stay as long as you wish. Refreshments will be provided.


The entire yard can be walked and sticks/debris picked up (wheelbarrows and rakes)



1 to 2 feet of the woods can be trimmed back/cleared (small saws, clippers, wheelbarrows)



Playground flower boxes cleaned out



Playground equipment & tables washed/cleaned (buckets, rags)



The front creek area cleared out of trees/brush/branches (trimmers, wheelbarrows, saws)



The creek area, along the gym side of church, can be cleared out of small trees/branches/debris
(trimmers, wheelbarrows, saws)
The creek area, along the back of church, can be cleared out of small trees/branches/debris – and
there are vines climbing trees towards the trail entrance that need to be cut down and cleared out
(trimmers, wheelbarrows, saws)
2 larger trees need to be cut down (chain saw)







The tall grasses at the front of church need to be cut down (hedge trimmer, clippers,
wheelbarrows)
Leaves/debris blown out of flower beds and grass boulevards (leaf blower)




Any branches that have been put in the woods can be hauled to the street
Wash windows and exterior doors




Sanitize all nursery toys
Scrub cement by exterior exits




Vacuum chairs in sanctuary
Mop choir room floor

Community Action House needs our help on Monday, April 30 from
9-11am to assist with a mass food distribution to Ottawa County
residents who meet certain income guidelines. It will be held at
Community Action House located at 345 W. 14th St., Holland.
Won't you help to make sure struggling families in our community are
provided with basic food necessities? If you are able to help, please place
your name on the sign up sheet in the gathering area. If you have any questions, please see Barb
Stehouwer or call 616-392-3384.
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SOW AND GROW COMMUNITY GARDEN
You can tell spring is coming when you see an article about gardening! This is the
third year of our community garden. We are excited to continue this program, and we
are gearing up for another successful year.
Dan Kruithof and Dianne Moker will be the contact people for the garden. Added soil
and compost are being put in, thanks to the Trinity Youth Group and their help
loading the bags of new materials into the boxes.
We are also trying to connect with the Herrick District Library with their seed sharing
program. This program allows a library card holder to obtain 5 free seed packets per
day. In addition, they will have some education on how to dry seeds, and we may be
able to share our seeds with the Holland community this fall or next spring.
We have openings! There are boxes available for any new gardeners. We would like
to have meetings to meet and talk about square foot gardening and our 2018 year.
There will be two meetings here at Trinity on April 8 after each service, and one at
Appledorn apartments to encourage participation with people from Appledorn to join
us.
Last year, raspberry shoots were donated and planted in our side garden boxes.
They grew well last year, and hopefully we will get some raspberries this year also.
Come join us and watch the garden grow this year, God is good and growing at
Trinity.
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BREAKFAST
WITH
BABY
Thank you to all who volunteered when Trinity served in January. We were blessed with over 100 children
and adults! There is an average of 28 families at each breakfast.
At this this time, we are in special need of volunteers to help serve food and hold the babies. Come as a
family and join in the fun! Please consider signing up for our next time to serve which is April 14. Time is
9-noon at New Community Fourth Reformed Church, 238 W 15th St here in Holland (corner of W 15th St and
Washington Blvd).
Current needs include diapers (size 1,4,5), wipes, new and gently used summer clothes - especially sizes 12
months to 2T and miscellaneous items for infants such as baby lotions, baby wash, diaper rash cream and
infant toys.
I thought I would share a breakfast casserole recipe.
Breakfast Enchiladas
Ingredients:
½ lbs. uncooked Chorizo or spicy pork or Sausage
1 small onion, finely chopped
½ medium green pepper, finely chopped
2 teaspoons butter
6 eggs beaten
¾ cup shredded cheddar cheese, divided
¾ cup shredded pepper Jack cheese, divided
2 cans (10 ounces each) enchilada sauce, divided
8 flour tortillas (8 inches) room temperature
1 green onion, finely chopped
Directions:
Crumble chorizo into a large skillet: add onion & green pepper. Cook over medium heat until sausage is
fully cooked: drain
In another skillet, heat butter over medium heat. Add eggs: cook and stir until almost set. Remove from
the heat: stir in the chorizo mixture and 1/3 cup of each cheese.
Spread ½ cup enchilada sauce into a greased 13 x 9 in baking dish.
Spread 2 tablespoons enchilada sauce over each tortilla.
Place 2 Tablespoons egg mixture down the center.
Roll up and place seam side down in prepared dish.
Pour remaining enchilada sauce over the top: sprinkle with remaining cheeses.
Bake uncovered, at 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes or until heated through.
Sprinkle with green onion.
In His Service,
Patricia Trevino
1 Peter 4:10
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms.
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PRAYER CONNECTION
Abiding In Christ

Patti Gell, Prayer Coordinator

Jesus said, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
will, and it will be given you”. John 15:7
Last month we explored the topic, Abiding in Christ. Let’s spend some time
together considering what that implies in practical terms.
Where do you live? Where is home? In Psalm 91 Moses describes his dwelling
place. The shelter of the Most High is his home. The shadow of the Most High, his
protection. The Almighty is his dwelling place. This passage reassures us we are
able to trust the safety of God’s love when we find ourselves in a whirlwind of
doubt and confusion. He will be our shelter. As we abide in him, he will shadow us
with his companionship. God says, “I am your dwelling”. If you are exposed to
the elements; in a tent, a hotel, a hospital or a hospice, I am with you. I will
never leave you. I will be found by you. I will be your abiding place. Your place of
peace. Where you are, I AM.
Time and again, Jesus told his followers; “Make your home in me. Let go of your
defenses. I want to laugh with you and cry with you. I’m standing at your door.
May I come in? Remain with me. Abide in me. Find rest in me.”
We abide in Christ when we acknowledge:
We have no life apart from Christ. John 15:5
We look to Jesus, always. Colossians 3:16-17
We come to him daily for cleansing and filling. 1 John 1:8-9
We study God’s Word. Hebrews 4:12
We abide – one choice at a time.
Abiding in Christ isn’t trying harder. It’s surrender. It’s being pliable as clay in the
potter’s hand. Increasingly, the desires of his heart become the things we most
long for. This is the yearning of every prayer we pray, every breath we take.
Abiding is stepping away from the cold restriction of our own expectations, into
the warmth of a dwelling known as Grace.

NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
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TUESDAYS AT 10 BIBLE STUDY
You are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings for “The Story: Getting to the
Heart of God’s Story” by Randy Frazee. Together we will watch a short video and
learn how “God’s great overarching purpose intersects with the story of each or
our lives”. From Genesis to Revelation, we will study carefully selected verses,
revealing God’s story – the greatest story ever told.
Looking ahead: There will be no Bible study on May 1 and May 8.

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West
We are studying “The Story: Getting to the Heart of God’s Story” by Randy
Frazee. We will watch and discuss a short video in order to learn how God’s
purpose intersects with each of our lives. We will look at key passages from
Genesis to Revelation that lays out the greatest story ever told!
There will be no Bible study on May 2 and May 9.

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST
Thursday, April 19 at 9:30 am., join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on 24th St. for
good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t know many folks
at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s also a
great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve your
place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign up sheet.
Looking ahead: May 17
June 21
July: No breakfast unless you would like to meet me and the mission team in California!

SUMMER MISSION TRIP
Los Angeles/Orange County, CA
Thursday July 19, 2018 – Thursday July 26, 2018
“Being the Church Where You are Planted”
As a team, we ask for your continued prayers throughout our period of preparation as we look forward to July!
We will be traveling between Los Angeles and Orange County and will be serving lunch around the city of Garden
Grove for “Friday Feed”. We will worship with Church of Grace on Sunday and will sit down with our homeless
friends and hear their stories around a potluck lunch after church. We will serve at Orange County Rescue
Mission as well as LA Rescue Mission. We will walk the streets of skid row and Hollywood. We will visit Homeboy
Industries, a ministry of reconciliation among the gangs in south L.A. We will join 1500 others in cleaning up the
city of Compton and visit the church plants there as well as their parent church, Emmanuel Reformed in
Paramount. We will see the church in action in a variety of ways as led by ordinary people that God is using in
extraordinary ways. We will bear witness to the fact that the Gospel changes people, changes neighborhoods,
changes cities and transforms Christ’s church. For many of us, we may be way out of our comfort zone so we
cherish your prayers on our behalf. Participants are:
Beth Borgman
Maddie Lambert
John & Diane Taylor

Gregg & Sally Harper
Dianne Moker

Cindy Jansen
Tim & Jenna Kroll
Mary Naber
Pastor Phil Quinn
Pastor Deb & Pat Yurk

2018 California Mission Team: We will be worshiping at Benjamin’s Hope, 15468 Riley St. at 6pm on Sunday,
April 22. Please arrive by 5:45. We will have a short meeting afterwards at McDonalds on Riley/US31.
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coming to Trinity
In 1975 Paul Hoelzley and John Scripps had an idea for a brass choir of eighteen
players to play Christian music in churches around West Michigan. They realized that
many young people spend countless hours practicing (and parents spend lots of
money on lessons!), to only use their talents in high school and perhaps college.
Then, there are few outlets to utilize their talents and abilities. Additionally, churches
were always looking for quality Christian music. Brass Christian music would definitely
be unique!! And so Jubal Brass was born. The name comes from Jubal, the first
person mentioned in the Bible regarding instrumental music. Currently, the group
numbers approximately 20 members.
At 6 pm Sunday, May 20 Jubal Brass will be with us for a hymn sing / concert. Invite
your friends and family to come out and Praise God with music.

Happy Birthday!!
Betsy DeGraaf
John Bedard
Olivia DeGraaf
Pat Bosma
John Taylor
Alyssa Shull
Doug VandeWege
Carol DeBoer
Jessica Richardson
Marilyn Brower

4/1
4/2
4/5
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/10
4/12
4/13

Bob Koning
Shirley Nienhuis
Benji Garza
Stuart Emmons
Marlene Plaggemars
Crystal Lundy
Bryan Gezon
Kim Schrotenboer
Hazel Dirkse

4/13
4/13
4/16
4/17
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/20

Joyce Dozeman
Al Nienhuis
Chris DeGraaf
Julaine Knap
Shirley Perez
Kaya Quinn
Gord Kossen
Betty Diekema
Bill VanAuken
Jan VanAuken

Happy Anniversary!!
Paul & Dianne Moker
Rudy & Jessica Richardson

4/11
4/25

Jim & Lynda Simmons

4/17

4/20
4/20
4/23
4/23
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/27
4/27
4/28

APRIL 2018 CALENDAR
April 1

Easter Worship & Communion 9:30am
Easter Worship & Communion 11:10am

April 3

Adult Bible Study 10am
9:30am Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
11:10am Praise Team Practice 7:30pm

April 4

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

April 7

Spring Clean Up 9am

April 8

Worship 9:30am
Community Garden Meeting 10:40am
Worship 11:10am
Community Garden Meeting 12:30pm

April 9

Consistory 7pm

April 10

Adult Bible Study 10am
9:30am Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
11:10am Praise Team Practice 7:30pm

April 11

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Care Closet 2:30pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Little Lambs/Travellers 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

April 14

Breakfast With Baby @ 4th Church 9am

April 15

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

April 17

Adult Bible Study 10am
9:30am Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
11:10am Praise Team Practice 7:30pm
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April 18

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Little Lambs/Travellers 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

April 19

Third Thursday Senior Breakfast 9:30am
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm

April 22

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm

April 23

Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am
Worship Life Team 7pm

April 24

Adult Bible Study 10am
9:30am Praise Team Practice 6:15pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Lady Tuff Fitness Group 6:30pm
11:10am Praise Team Practice 7:30pm

April 25

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am
Staff Meeting 12:15pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs/ Travellers 6:45pm
Teen/Adult Small Group 6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm

April 26

Hands in Service Team 6:30pm
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm

April 29

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
Kelli Green, Custodian
Barb Long, Secretary
Dave Jansen, 11:10am Worship Leader

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
hope@trinityrc.org
kelli@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org

2018 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Dan Kruithof
Sharon Kruse
Kim Schrotenboer
Jan VanAuken
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kevin Brower
Neil DeBoer
Amanda Eckermann
Ed Prince
Pat Yurk

Consistory Officers 2018
Vice President - Jim Allen
Consistory Clerk - Sharon Kruse
Classis Delegate - Dan Kruithof
Chair of Deacons - Sandy Bedard
Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann
Treasurer - Kevin Brower
Clerk of Deacons - Pat Yurk

Ministry Team Chairpersons
Hands in Service
Discipleship
Stewardship
Community Connection
Worship Life

Chris DeGraaf
Phil Quinn
Paul VanderStarre
Sandy Bedard
Ruth Klungle

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net
bedard@hope.edu
klungle875@yahoo.com

