TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH

MARCH 2021

Connections

EASTER FLOWERS
Easter is one short month away! Trinity Church desires to carry on our tradition of
placing spring flowers in the sanctuary on Easter morning in honor and/or
memory of our loved ones. Typically those who wish to place flowers purchase
them and drop them off at church by noon on Good Friday. Due to our
commitment to keeping our Trinity family as safe as possible, the process of Easter
flowers will be a bit different this year.
Trinity staff will take care of purchasing flowers. We have chosen daffodils and
tulips in an effort to eliminate scented flowers which trigger allergic responses
from many worshippers. You are invited to donate toward the cost of purchasing
the flowers (checks payable to Trinity Church, with a note in the memo area
designating Easter Flowers).
As in past years, if you would like your loved one remembered with a flower, we
will include that in the Easter worship bulletin. You may email barb@trinityrc.org
drop a note to the church office (712 Apple Ave.) or leave a phone message
(396-6526 x101). Remembrances must be submitted by Palm Sunday, March 28.
We look forward to gathering for worship this Easter as we celebrate our risen
Savior and enjoy the beauty of spring flowers!
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We are looking for donations of individually wrapped candy,
stickers or small trinkets that will fit in an Easter egg.
Please drop off your donation by Sunday, March 21
outside of the church office. Thank you!!!
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Children and Youth Ministry Update
On the evening of Sunday, January 31, a group of parents and teachers met to envision the
future of children and youth ministry at Trinity in light of Pastor Phil’s departure in late spring. It
seems that with the lengthy suspension of children’s ministry over the past months due to
Covid-19, we have an opportunity to re-think and re-birth our ministry with kids.
In addition, parents expressed feeling more comfortable about bringing their families to
church now that their children have grown accustomed to the safety protocols that have been
used in schools. We suspect there will be a gradual return to worship services by Trinity families
and know that there are also families out there that are considering looking for a new church to
call home post-pandemic. With these things in mind, and in conversations with some of you, it
has become apparent that one of our immediate needs is to provide intentional
Christian
instruction for our littlest worshipers during the Sunday morning service.
In response, Gretchen Munroe, the RCA Children in Worship (CIW) trainer for our area will
be holding a CIW training workshop at Trinity on Saturday morning, March 13 from 8:30am 12:30pm. CIW is a creative and effective way to bring Bible Stories and the foundations of worship to life for young children.
CIW moves children through the entire Bible, from “The Creation” to “Pentecost” with
several parables included. It invites children and adults to experience the wonder and mystery of
God through a unique storytelling format and multi-sensory materials. Colorful felt underlays set
the scene for wood figures to play out the stories and allow children to expand their
imagination. Textures of the various materials used and the wondering questions allow even
more senses to be stretched and developed. The figures, buildings, mountains and other
tangible materials stimulate the visual and imaginative senses of all ages.
My prayer is that between parents and other members of Trinity, we will be able to train
enough storytellers so that each storyteller along with a helper, will have the opportunity to
volunteer for one 4-week period each year.
Contact Pastor Deb via cell (269-599-8730) or email (deb@trinityrc.org) for questions and
to RSVP. May God bless you as well as Trinity Church as we look forward to “making disciples” in
the name of Jesus Christ. (Masks are required)

Executive Team Update
The Executive Team is in the process
of preparing a job description for
our next Youth Leader. Please pray
for this discernment process and
subsequent search process. The next
Executive Team meeting is March 1.
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March 2021 Covid Update

Although we have resumed in-person worship services, the office will
remain closed while the state is in Phase 4 which requires people to
work remotely if possible. When the state reopens to Phase 5, the
office will reopen but hours may be adjusted to minimize face to face
contact. In the meantime, if you need to meet with Pastor Deb, Pastor
Phil or another staff member, please make an appointment. In order to provide
a safe work environment for church staff, please do not enter the office area
without making prior arrangements. We know this is not ideal and that
relationships are so important in carrying out ministry so we encourage you to
call. We are here for you – but in a different way.
Pastor Deb 269-599-8730 (cell)

•
•

Pastor Phil 906-298-1702 (cell)

Worship services will continue to be broadcast on WHTC 1450AM / 99.7FM, via live stream
at http://www.trinityrc.org/webstreaming.cfm and live on Trinity’s Facebook page.
The bulletin, Connections newsletter and monthly devotionals are available online.

Bulletin:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-Directly below the three pictures, click on “Bulletin”

Connections:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Connections Newsletter”

Monthly Devotional:

-Go to www.trinityrc.org
-At the top of the page, click “Resources”
-At the left hand side of the page, click “Daily Devotional”

If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please call the
church office and leave a message. With the landscape of Covid-19 changing frequently,
communication is especially vital to staying connected. Be sure to check the TV stations
though for last minute cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally.
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THE TEN COMMITMENTS
I shall not come to church if I am sick.

I shall not come to church if someone in my family is sick.
I shall sanitize my hands when entering the church.
I shall cover my nose and mouth with a cloth covering while in church.
If I do not have one, one will be provided to me.
I shall maintain SIX feet between families in church.

I shall do my best not to touch my eyes, nose and mouth in church.
I shall protect our vulnerable important people (VIPs) who are over 60, have a
preexisting medical condition, and are at greatest risk.
I shall exit the building when the service is over.
I shall conduct social distancing measures while socializing outside
after the service is concluded.
I shall help others to feel safe by my behavior.

HEART SONGS
PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR MARCH
“Heart Songs“
March 7

“Victory in Jesus”

Pastor Phil Communion

March 14

“Wonderful Grace of Jesus”

Pastor Deb

March 21

“Make Me a Blessing”

Pastor Phil

March 28

“The Old Rugged Cross” (Palm Sunday)

Pastor Deb

April 4

“Because He Lives” (Easter)

Pastor Phil Communion

Next Series: “Easter People….”
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ZOOM BIBLE STUDY AT TRINITY CHURCH
TUESDAYS AT 10:00 AM and WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 PM
TRINITY BIBLE STUDY via Zoom on your computer, tablet or smart phone from your
kitchen, in your living room, in Holland, Arizona or pretty much anywhere. I hope
you will zoom with me. Contact me, Pastor Deb (deb@trinityrc.org) or leave a
message on my cell (269-599-8730) and I will send information on how to connect.
We are studying the book of John based on Max Lucado’s book, “You Are Never
Alone” (you do not need to purchase the book). We will ponder the questions:
• When life feels depleted, does God care?
• I’m facing an onslaught of challenges, will God help?
• When life grows dark and stormy, does God notice?
• I’m facing the fear of death, will God help me?

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST

is cancelled until further notice.
Cover to Cover Book Club resumes
Thursday, March 25 at 7pm. This
month’s book is “The Inn at Rose
Harbor” by Debbie Macomber. Masks
and social distancing are required.

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 AM (in person)
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY led by Bill VanAuken. All men are invited and welcome. Please
contact Bill (billvanauken@att.net or 616–848-0934) for more information.

WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 PM and THURSDAYS AT 9:30 AM (In person)
W.O.W (WOMEN OF THE WORD). A study of Ephesians 6 based on Pricilla Shirer’s
book The Armor of God led by Jan VanAuken. Please contact Jan for more
information or to order your book (jvanauken@att.net or 616-403-8261).
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Wayne and Miho Jansen
I (Wayne) provide theological and practical training for seminary students and church leaders through
the United Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ). With a shortage of trained clergy, we are building up the
next generation of local church leadership and are preparing them for various challenges within the
ministry of a church. One exciting outcome of the past year was that, although all classes were held
online, the students were very intentional at making the classes work as well as possible. Technical
difficulties frequently arose while Zoom-ing, but those problems became catalysts for stimulating
cooperative collaboration. As the year moved along, Wayne and the students created a virtual
classroom setting that was not only a learning space but also a community builder.
Midoricho Church where we attend in Tokyo celebrated Christmas 2020 in a unique way. As we
bounced back and forth between online worship and three services dividing the congregation for
social distancing during Advent, each member was encouraged to write their name on a cutout from
tracing their hand, and church members built the collection of hand cutouts into a tree to display in
the church sanctuary. The symbolic meaning behind this was to illustrate that amid the pandemic
which keeps us apart, we are all together in Jesus Christ symbolized by the Christmas Tree. The youth
also decorated the outside tree in front of our church with handmade ornaments—an activity which
they could enjoy without being close together in a room.
There were challenges due to COVID-19 restrictions. Many events and classes were canceled as states
of emergency were declared twice. This was most challenging since first, there was no precedent for
dealing with this, and second, there was no complete agreement as to what measures should be
taken or on what policy to enact. Both anxiety and depression increased among many people.
Hopes for 2021
• To learn to implement discoveries from online classes and work them into the classroom when we
return to regular in-person sessions.
• To create a classroom environment where students not only learn from the instructor but
actively learn with the instructor.
How We Can Pray
• Pray for us to be able to encourage others during this pandemic.
• Pray for us to be creative as we connect to both our students and colleagues remotely. Fellowship
is essential and we need to find alternative ways of “being together.”
• Pray for COVID-19 infection numbers to decrease, and for success in vaccine distribution.
Our partnership with our supporting churches has been an uplifting encouragement for us. Christmas
cards arrived by dozens and emails were received telling us of the prayers being offered for us. We
have also been praying for our supporting churches as we know the pandemic has been difficult for
our partners-in-mission as well. Our two main prayers related to supporting churches are one of
thanks to God for their commitment to our ministries here in Japan even as they are struggling, and
one that they will find out how God is calling them to minister in their communities at this time so
that the light will shine through them even as they are challenged.
Serving Together,
Wayne and Miho
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Update From Trinity Missionaries Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch
Every year at Audio Scripture Ministries (ASM), we take the time to create goals and desired outcomes
for our particular roles. Here are the three major goals from my ministry area:

Goal #1: Distribute 4,000 audio Bibles (Outcome - 3506)
Goal #2: Record 100 hours of scripture-based materials in local languages of Mozambique (Outcome 45 hours)
Goal #3: Implement Phase Two (training phase) of the Agriculture Project (Outcome - launching of
agricultural extension program)
Blessings of 2020
One of the most exciting outcomes was the distribution of quality seeds to 120 families in our local
community. This was such an exciting program because we were able to connect an RCA church
(Meredith Drive Reformed) with a very practical but impacting project. The seed that was distributed
was a huge blessing to the local community, and it came right at the perfect time as people were
preparing to plant their fields. It was also a great way for us to kick-off our extension program as we
visited families in their homes and were able to share God’s love with them. Since the seed
distribution happened, we have faced many weather challenges with cyclones and huge amounts of
rain, but we are seeing that the plants that have come from the quality seed we distributed have
weathered far better than the traditional low-quality seeds that are typically planted.
Another outcome was the completion of the New Testament recording in the Makua Meeto language
from northern Mozambique. There were challenges with logistics due to pandemic protocols, but by
the end of the year, we had completed this project. The completion of this recording means that
there are another 1.2 million people who now have access to God’s Word in their heart language.
A third outcome was the continuation of audio Bible distribution. It had to take on a different form
due to COVID-19 protocols, but God’s Word continued to go out in the languages of Mozambique. Because churches were not permitted to gather together for many months, there came an even greater
demand for audio Bibles. We received many great testimonies of how people had been feeling isolated and alone but how God’s Word in audio had given them hope and comfort in these difficult times.
Challenges of 2020
We cannot ignore the fact that COVID-19 was a major challenge in many aspects, but it also pushed us
to find new ways to do the ministry the Lord had called us to. The major impact for us was that travel
and the gathering of people were restricted during the lockdown periods (which continue today). This
meant logistical challenges as we tried to record and distribute audio Bibles. This also forced us to shut
down agricultural training, as groups of any size were not allowed to gather together. We were also
forced to reduce staff by half for about three months because of COVID-19 restrictions, which also
raised some challenges, especially with the agricultural project. Despite all of these challenges, we
were able to think outside of the box and continue with the ministries and, in many ways, make
significant strides ahead. We found new ways to distribute audio Bibles without gathering groups and
we also were able to transform our training program into an extension program where we were able
to visit farmers in their homes and provide training and assistance there instead of at our facility. I
think these forced changes will bring us better outcomes in the future.
One other major challenge was cyclone Chalane that hit at the end of December. Although a much
smaller storm than Idai (2019), it gave us a direct hit and caused significant damage to New Harvest
Farm and in the wider community. Crops were lost, homes destroyed, and infrastructure damaged.
We praise the Lord that many crops have bounced back, but the damage has negatively impacted
many families in our area who were just finally recovering from the losses from cyclone Idai.

Update From Trinity Missionaries Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch
At New Harvest Farm, we lost work we completed during 2020 as flash floods destroyed earthen
dams, irrigation ponds, road infrastructure, terraces, and fields. Many months of work were lost and
the landscape of parts of the farm has been re-written.

9

Learnings from 2020
In the past couple of years, our local community has faced incredible challenges from extreme
weather, crop failures, lack of economic opportunities, and now a pandemic. Despite all of these
mounting challenges, there is incredible resiliency. When we look at the challenges around us we can
feel overwhelmed and want to quit, but our neighbors' resilience pushes us on. No matter how deep
the pit feels there is always light if we will look hard enough.
Hopes for 2021
We are looking forward to the completion of the New Testament recording in the Makua Shirima
language, hopefully by April 2021. We continue to distribute audio Bibles - our first order should arrive
in Mozambique in March. We anticipate receiving the shipping container of supplies for our ministries
sometime around August. We also look forward to the continued development of New Harvest Farm.
We have made huge strides forward in the past two years and we look forward to that continuing in
2021. On a personal note, we also look forward to possibly being able to travel to the U.S. for furlough
before the end of the year. It has been over five years since our last furlough, so we are looking
forward to getting a bit of rest and also visiting our supporting churches.
How We Can Pray
• Please continue to pray for the completion of our daughter’s adoption. This has been in process for
over four years now and we are exhausted from the fight. There have finally been some positive
steps forward, but we ask for your prayers for the finalization of the adoption.
• Pray for the COVID-19 situation in Mozambique. In 2020, Mozambique was largely spared from
major outbreaks of COVID-19. In 2021, there has been a major wave that is overwhelming the
already stressed medical infrastructure.
• Please pray for more opportunities to distribute audio Bibles in Mozambique. The demand for
audio Bibles is huge, but our supply is small and the logistical challenges are numerous.
• Pray for the work at New Harvest Farm as we rebuild after the devastation of cyclone Chalane.
Pray that we continue to have great opportunities to share not only about agriculture but about
the Creator and Sustainer of life.
Additional Needs
We are excited that in 2021 we have a very practical way our supporting churches can support our
ministries here in Mozambique. We are in the process of collecting agricultural, medical, recording,
and household items that will be shipped in a container to Mozambique later this year. Logistical and
supply chain problems mean that oftentimes we struggle to get the supplies we need to push our
projects ahead. The shipping of this container allows us to acquire what we need for the development
of these ministries for years to come. It is also a great way for churches and individuals to be involved
in our ministries in a very hands-on way. There are many opportunities to collect items, rebuild used
machinery, crate up, and raise funds to cover the shipping costs. More details to come.
Thank You
We have seen very practical ways our partnerships with supporting churches have impacted ministry
over the past year: the seed distribution project, donations received for audio Bibles, and your encouragement. Because of everyone's need to use video conferencing programs such as Zoom, we have had
more opportunities to interact with supporting church congregations over the past year, which has
been a huge encouragement for us. It has helped us feel much closer despite being half a world away.
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MARCH 2021 CALENDAR

March 1
March 2
March 3

March 4

March 7
March 9
March 10

March 11
March 13
March 14

March 16

Finance Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 10am
Deacon’s Meeting 7pm
Men’s Bible Study 7am
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 7pm
WOW After Hours 7pm
WOW in the Morning 9:30am
Community Connections Team

7pm
Worship & Communion 9:30am
Middle/High School Youth 5:30pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 10am
Consistory 7pm
Men’s Bible Study 7am
Care Closet By Appointment
WOW After Hours 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Children in Worship Training

Men’s Bible Study 7am
Staff Meeting noon
WOW After Hours 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Worship 9:30am
Middle/High School Youth

March 17

March 18
March 21

5:30pm
Worship Life Team 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 7pm
WOW In The Morning 9:30am
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm
Easter Egg Hunt 11am
Palm Sunday Worship 9:30am

March 22
March 23
March 24

March 25
March 27
March 28

830am-12:30pm

Worship 9:30am
Middle/High School Youth

Middle/High School Youth

5:30pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 10am
Men’s Bible Study 7am
WOW After Hours 7pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 7pm

March 30
March 31

5:30pm
Adult Bible Study via Zoom 10am

March Birthdays
Judy Shoemaker
Ashley Breuker
Benton Myaard
Betty Nyhoff
Sydelle Kroll
Arloa Dykstra

3/1
3/2
3/4
3/9
3/10
3/11

Bob Long
Cindy Nyhoff
Wayne Reed
Anthony Sanders
Don Kane

3/11
3/11
3/11
3/13
3/27

Lynn Post
Roger Kleis
Cliff Ponstein
Elwood Rycenga
Peyton Shull

March Anniversaries
Jeff & Marsha Myaard
Glen & Shirley Vereeke
Bill & Mary Jarnagin

3/1
3/2
3/20

Al & Anne VanderZiel
Doug & Arloa Dykstra
Cliff & Nancy Ponstein

3/23
3/26
3/26

3/27
3/28
3/28
3/28
3/30
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
phil@trinityrc.org
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
deb@trinityrc.org
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
john@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer
hope@trinityrc.org
Barb Long, Secretary
barb@trinityrc.org
Lauren Garza, Custodian
lauren@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator
jhallen_48@yahoo.com

2021 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
John Houting
Bob Koning
Dianne Moker
Dave Tanis
Anne VanderZiel

Kelly Brink
Jeanne Dannenberg
Neil DeBoer
Benji Garza
Rob Harrington
Steve Lundy

NOTICE TO CONSISTORY AND ALL COMMITTEES
You are encouraged to continue using ZOOM to conduct meetings. If pre-arranged
with Lauren, your group/committee of 10 or less may meet in the Connection Café.
Please practice social-distancing and wear your masks. There is a cleaning cart in
the Café for you to sanitize the area that you use before and after you meet. If you
have any questions, please contact Lauren.

If the National Weather service issues a weather WARNING, all
services/programs at Trinity are cancelled. If Holland Public
schools are closed due to inclement weather, we are closed.

