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Connections 

Note from Pastor Deb 

In preparation for this week’s Bible Study at Appledorn, I was reading about          

Abraham’s call to “go” in Genesis 12:1-5. In this instance, the word “go” in                        

Hebrew is lech lecha which means “go to yourself”. Abraham had to leave 

not only his family and friends behind, but God also wanted him to leave his 

past - his baggage - behind in order to step forward into the future. This was 

his first test of faith in God. So often we want a roadmap, but God wants us 

to let him direct the first step as well as the next. And sometimes, this “next 

step” takes awhile and God asks us to wait. That’s often the hard part. 

 

Abraham’s final test, known as the binding of Isaac is found in Genesis 22. 

Verse 2 begins with the same words in Hebrew: lech lecha. Once again, 

God is essentially saying to Abraham, “You trusted me with your past. Will 

you trust me with your future - with Isaac - your long awaited son - your 

promised Seed?” 

 

This was a life and death moment, yet Abraham moved forward in faith, 

not knowing what would happen next but trusting in God’s faithfulness, his 

goodness, his timing and his promises. This is my prayer for Trinity. In the          

middle of this crazy season of covid; when church doesn’t feel like it used 

to; when we have experienced a lot of loss and the future is uncertain, we 

remember that God knows. He sees. He understands. He is patient with us 

and holds our future in his hands. It is up to us to recognize his voice and his 

hands at work. It is up to us to seek his way, his plan and his purpose by           

utilizing all of the many resources that he has entrusted to us. We must be 

willing to lay Trinity on the altar in a sacrifice of praise for what God has 

done, what he is doing and for what he has yet to do with us. 

 

      In Expectation – 

       Pastor Deb 
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Sermon Series 

JANUARY 30 I Wonder What Happens When I Die, Part 1 

FEBRUARY 6 I Wonder What Happens When I Die, Part 2 

FEBRUARY 13 I Wonder What Happens When I Die, Part 3 

FEBRUARY 20 I Wonder About Grace 
 

FEBRUARY 27 Rev. Dr. Mark Poppen. Guest Pastor  

 

 

Coffee’s On!   
We are in need of people to get the pots brewing and set out the cups 

and such and clean up afterwards. It’s a fairly simple way to serve your 

church family and visitors alike. Many hands make light work, so ask a 

friend to join you! If you would like to get involved, call or email Sandy 

Bedard: 616-212-3944 or bedardjs@comcast.net.  

A huge thank you to Doug and Lavonne VandeWege and Jeff Joling                                                      

who are our worship coordinators for the month of February! 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2 

Lenten Sermon Series: “GIVE IT UP!” 

Lynn Post passed away on January 17.                                                 

The Post family gathered for a private time of remembrance, 

but would like to invite the congregation                                                     

to visit with Phyllis for coffee following the                                         

worship service on Sunday, February 6. 

 

If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please call the church 
office and leave a message. If you already receive the bulletin and Connections, etc. in the mail, 
you need not contact the office. If you are attending in-person services and would like your 
name removed from our weekly mailing list please contact the church office. Be sure and check 
the tv stations for last minute cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally. 

mailto:bedardjs@comcast.net
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Children And Worship: Ages 3 - 2nd grade 

 This program focuses on children (and their teachers!) experiencing God through 
storytelling and wondering together. It is a special time of worship and we need YOU to 
prayerfully consider how you can be a part of it. 

 Storytellers and Helpers are always appreciated. Everything is prepared for you 
in advance. Children In Worship meets during the service on Sundays. You can find the 
sign up sheet on the Information Table. Please contact Lauren Garza with any questions 
(lkgarza@gmail.com or 616-990-0937). 
 

How YOU can be involved: 

• Take a turn in the nursery playing with our youngest members.   

• Sign up to teach or help in the Children In Worship center.  

• Be a Wednesday night small group leader.   

mailto:lkgarza@gmail.com
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Cover to Cover Book Club 

4
th
 Thursday of every month 

Reading List 2022 

January 27  “Growing Up Amish” by Ira Wagler 

February 24  “The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry” by Gabrielle Zevin 

March 24  “The Daring Ladies of Lowell” by Kate Alcott 

April 28  “Writing My Wrongs: Life Death and Redemption in an  

   American Prison” by Shaka Senghor 
 

May 26 “I, Eliza Hamilton” by Susan Halloway Scott  
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TUESDAYS at 10:00 Video Bible Study in the Connection Café 

Join Pastor Deb on Tuesday mornings for the video study “Following the 

Messiah” filmed in the Holy Land and  led by experts in the field of archeol-

ogy who will connect the physical history and geography of Israel with the 

words of the Bible. There is no Bible Study on February 22 and March 1.  

WEDNESDAYS At 10:00 BIBLE STUDY in the Theater at Appledorn West  

Residents of Appledorn West are invited to join Pastor Deb on 

Wednesday mornings for the 6 week video study, Mysteries of the 

Messiah. Messianic Rabbi Jason Sobel helps us understand how the 

Bible fits together as a whole to offer one complete picture of           

Jesus. We will discover what the Old and New Testament reveal about who 

God is, how he relates to us, and what he is doing today in the world. There is 

no Bible study on February 23. 

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST                              

Thursday, February 17 at 9:30am, join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans 

on 24th St. for good food and good conversation with good 

friends. Don’t know many folks at Trinity? It’s a great                        

opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s also a great 

opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve 

your place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate 

that on the sign up sheet.  

       Looking Ahead:  Thursday, March 17 

       Thursday, April 21   
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Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
All men are encouraged to join this group Wednesdays from                       
7:30-8:30am (most often some head off for breakfast following our study) 
in the Gathering Area. Study materials will be provided. Contact Bill Van 
Auken if you have questions and for more details (billvanauken@att.net). 

Covid Update  

Ottawa  County is experiencing a large number of COVID-19 cases. 

Our hospital system continues to be overwhelmed and our doctors 

and nurses are worn out. The Health Department strongly                             

recommends that all persons, whether fully vaccinated or not, wear 

masks indoors. As a result, we are encouraging everyone to wear a mask while 

inside our building. We believe this is the best course of action for the following 

reasons: 

• We desire to provide a safe place for worship and other group gatherings. 

• We understand COVID-19 exposure (and potential exposure) causes a             

major disruption to our ministry and life schedules. 

• We understand that COVID-19 creates a real and present danger to                      

expectant mothers, those who are older and those with immunocompro-

mised systems. 

• We are seeking to follow the example of Jesus who always put the needs of 

others ahead of his own.  
 

We will be re-evaluating our strategies on a regular basis as a consistory. We 

thank you for being so understanding. 

Wednesday Family Dinner Menu 

6:00pm in the Gym 
 

Feb. 2  Baked Potato Bar, PB&J,  Salad 

Feb. 9  Breakfast Casseroles, Muffins, PB&J 

Feb. 16 Grilled Cheese & Soup, Salad, PB&J 

Feb. 23 Pizza, Salad, PB&J 

javascript:void(0)
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Wayne and Miho Jansen - Japan 

The United Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ) sees our main commitment as            
educating people to become Christian ministers and leaders in Japan. Wayne 
teaches classes in the Practical Theology Department and is also teaching a    
Clinical Pastoral Practicum connected with Kichijoji Hospital in Tokyo. The two 
major goals are training ministers to be effective church pastors and teaching 
students to better understand parishioners and themselves through hands-on 

clinical pastoral training.   
 

Blessings of 2021 

The greatest blessing was becoming closer to the students in my classes BECAUSE OF our need 
to switch back & forth from in-person to online classes. This bothersome situation was a  cata-
lyst in helping us & the students to cooperate in making classes deliver as much as possible. 
 

Challenges of 2021 

A major ongoing challenge is the Covid-19 pandemic. We are constantly going back and forth 
between online and in-person classes, and students and faculty are suffering from pandemic 
fatigue. It has affected our ministry in that we need to be ready for abrupt changes at any 
time, and we find difficulty when some of our students who are not so digitally equipped            
cannot get easily connected. That causes inequality between the students in the classes—
especially as we have students ranging in ages from 19 to 85.  
 

Another challenge is the decline of our student body. Classes now often have fewer than half 
the students from when we began working at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary (TUTS) in 
2002, so class dynamics are less animated than in the past. 
 

Hopes for 2022 

We are looking forward to more in-person pastoral time with our students. A few of our goals 
are: 
-To connect in person with each of the students I am personally responsible for as a                    
homeroom teacher. 
-To write two articles to submit in TUTS’ theological journals. 
-To encourage students to reach beyond the theological boundaries they enter seminary with. 
 

How We Can Pray 

Keep praying for the Holy Spirit to lead. In this pandemic, we mostly need wisdom to know 
how to deal with problems as they suddenly appear. We need prayer to help us continue as 
long-term pastors for the relationships we have had for decades and prayer for how to                        
appropriately deal with unexpected changes for which we cannot fully prepare.  
 

Thank You 

Our supporting churches have been very good in sending us cards, letters and emails of                 
support. We received a gift from one church that we could apply to the seminary’s installation 
of a better Wi-Fi system which was a great need in this time of online classes and seminars. 
Our seminary can now understand better how the local churches that support us are a real 
part of our RCA partnership with the institution and the UCCJ. Thanks to your generosity, we 
feel very cared for - truly blessed. 
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FEBRUARY 2022 CALENDAR 

Feb 1  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Basketball 6pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Feb 2  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff  Meeting 12:15pm 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Feb 3  WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Feb 6  Worship & Communion 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Feb 7  Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
  Finance Team 7pm 
 

Feb 8  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Basketball 6pm 
  Consistory 7pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Feb 9  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Feb 10 WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Feb 13 Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Feb 14 Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
 

 

Feb 15 Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Basketball 6pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Feb 16  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Feb 17 Third Thursday Senior Breakfast 
                9:30am 
  WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Feb 20 Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Feb 21 Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
 

Feb 22 Basketball 6pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Feb 23 Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Feb 24 WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
  Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm 
 

Feb 25 Bread House Prayer Service 6pm 
 

Feb 27 Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Feb 28 Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
  Worship Exploration Team 7pm 
   

VOLUNTEERS WANTED: 

Church Office coverage for the month of 

February – Tuesday, Wednesday and/or 

Thursday afternoons. Please see Pastor 

Deb for more information. 
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Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526       

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2022 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

John Houting 

Ruth Klungle 

Dianne Moker 

Dave Tanis 

Bill VanAuken 

Anne VanderZiel 

Deacons 

Sandy Bedard 

Kelly Brink 

Jeanne Dannenberg 

Neil DeBoer 

Benji Garza 

Tom Lampen 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor              deb@trinityrc.org 
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer                      hope@trinityrc.org 
Barb Long, Secretary                         barb@trinityrc.org 
Lauren Garza, Children’s Ministry                     lkgarza@gmail.com 
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator              jhallen_48@yahoo.com 
Dan Kruithof, Custodian             dan@trinityrc.org 

February Birthdays 
Mallory Burgett 2/8  Diane Taylor  2/9  Rob Harrington  2/22 
Doug Dykstra  2/8  Wyatt Wilkinson 2/11  Shawn Shull  2/23 
Tim Kroll  2/8  Rodger Dalman 2/19  Karen Bos    2/27 

February Anniversaries 
Gord & Elsie Kossen  2/2     Rob & Jeanne Dannenberg  2/13 
Tom & Linda Lampen  2/11     Doug & Robin Dams   2/22 

REMINDER: ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A SEVERE 

WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT WEATHER IS              

EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR WATCH 

THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS FOR INFORMATION                                

REGARDING TRINITY. 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8am-4:30pm  
 

The deadline for bulletin items is Tuesday noon.   
 

After Hours Emergency Contact:  

Pastor Deb: 269-599-8730 (call or text) or deb@trinityrc.org 


