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Connections 

New Sermon Series 

January 2    Rev. Phil Quinn, Guest Pastor  Communion 

JANUARY 9   I Wonder If It’s Ok To Have Doubts About God 

JANUARY 16    I Wonder Why I Should Join the Club/Be a Christian 

JANUARY 23  I Wonder……Why Me? 

JANUARY 30  I Wonder What Happens When I Die, Part 1 

FEBRUARY 6  I Wonder What Happens When I Die, Part 2 

FEBRUARY 13  I Wonder What Happens When I Die, Part 3 

FEBRUARY 20  I Wonder About Grace 

A Huge Thank You to  

Doug and Lavonne VandeWege  

who are our worship coordinators  

for the month of January! 
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Note from Pastor Deb 

It’s very quiet in the office on this Tuesday morning before Christmas and I have time to                

reflect on 2021 as it comes to a close. Although today, December 21st is indeed the                 

shortest day of the year, it probably won’t feel much shorter that other days because there 

is a lot going on in this world that is pretty burdensome and weighs heavily upon us. But… 

Because of the Lord’s great love                                                                                         
        we are not consumed, 
       for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
      great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 
     therefore I will wait for him” (Lamentations 3:22-24). 
 

These words from Scripture cause me to reflect on the many ways that God has been             

faithful this year.  

God is giving Pastor Phil the desires of his heart as he pursues his call to finish his schooling 

to become a counselor. Although he was called away from Trinity, God brought Lauren              

forward for our Children’s Ministry and subsequently Dan for our custodial needs. God has 

faithfully placed these servants of Christ in leadership positions in his church. Both Lauren 

and Dan are visionaries and Kingdom thinkers – for such a time as this. 

The men and women ordained by God to serve on our consistory have been leading through 

a difficult season of Covid, yet have not shirked their responsibility to love our congregation 

well and to be good stewards of our resources. God has provided the technology that we 

have needed to reach beyond the walls of our building and has supplied our leaders with 

creativity and flexibility as we minister to those He has entrusted to us. God has called our 

leadership to think “out of the box” as we move forward in spite of a culturally polarizing 

climate. God is faithful. 

Our consistory has been praying for ways to expand the use of the beautiful building and 

grounds that we have been blessed with. God answered that prayer by bringing Bread 

House Church to us – a congregation that was looking for a new home. Together we                       

minister side by side to very different people groups, yet with the same message and                      

mission. Now our building is the center for ministry four nights a week and on Sundays. 

Great is Thy faithfulness. 
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And speaking of buildings, a few years ago, we wondered if we would have the funds in hand 

to pay for a new boiler to replace the one that is original to the building. Yes, the funding was 

there for installation in October. God is faithful.  

The pandemic has been hard on individuals, on families, on friendships, on our economy and 

on the church. The Church will probably never look the same as before – but that’s OK.    

Challenges are a catalyst for change. The church is not to be stagnant – it is to be dynamic.  

The Church is a living organism with Christ as the head. As John Calvin once said, “No                      

difficulties can prevent the Lord from delivering and restoring his Church whenever he shall 

think fit”.  

Our job is to wait and not run ahead of God’s plan for us. And while we wait - to get ready. To 

be prepared. To pray fervently. To seek God’s will for Trinity. To serve faithfully when given  

opportunities that may often seem beyond our comfort level. To watch carefully so we             

recognize God’s hand at work behind the scenes or a bit down the road. And finally, get ready 

to be in awe.                 

Pastor Deb 
 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed they hand hath provided. 

   Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.   
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SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE 

From Kim Schrotenboer and the Salvation Army - Thank you 

for those who helped make Christmas just a bit brighter for 

35 children from the Holland area by contributing to the          

Salvation Army Angel Tree.  

Children And Worship: Ages 3 - 2nd grade 

 This program focuses on children (and their teachers!) experiencing God through 
storytelling and wondering together. It is a special time of worship and we need YOU to 
prayerfully consider how you can be a part of it. 

 Storytellers and Helpers are always appreciated. Everything is prepared for you 
in advance. Children In Worship meets during the service on Sundays. You can find the 
sign up sheet on the Information Table. Please contact Lauren Garza with any questions 
(lkgarza@gmail.com or 616-990-0937). 
 

How YOU can be involved: 

• Take a turn in the nursery playing with our youngest members.   

• Sign up to teach or help in the Children In Worship center.  

• Be a Wednesday night small group leader.   

Deacon Corner 
We are grateful for the financial support Trinity has received - some in the building and           
others listening on the various media possibilities.  
We are also grateful to other listeners who have contributed to our financial well being.   
With the year end approaching and a new year with many uncertainties, we have been asked 
about a wish list of items that could use special funding.  
  

1.  Major repairs and upgrades to the snow melt system. 
2.  Back up circulation pump for the new boiler. 
3. Technology updates (phone, sound, computers). 
4.  Storage building for bus and other equipment. 
5.  Updates and major maintenance of the building and parking lot. 
6.  Other projects that may surface as the new year progresses. 
 

Thanks for your consideration. If you have questions, please contact a deacon.  
Sandy Bedard   Jeanne Dannenberg  Benji Garza 
Kelly Brink    Neil DeBoer    Tom Lampen 

mailto:lkgarza@gmail.com
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Coffee’s On!   
We are in need of people to get the pots brewing and set out the cups 

and such and clean up afterwards. It’s a fairly simple way to serve your 

church family and visitors alike. Many hands make light work, so ask a 

friend to join you! If you would like to get involved, call or email Sandy 

Bedard: 616-212-3944 or bedardjs@comcast.net.  

Wednesday Family Dinner Menu 

6:00pm in the Gym 
 

Jan. 12 Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fries, PB&J,  Salad 

Jan. 19 Chicken Wings, Fries, Mac & Cheese, Salad, PB&J 

Jan. 26 Tacos, Salad, PB&J 

Please sign up at the Information Table by the Sunday prior. Everyone welcome! 

REMINDER: ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A SEVERE 

WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT WEATHER IS              

EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR WATCH 

THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS FOR INFORMATION                                

REGARDING TRINITY. 

 

If you would like to receive communications from Trinity in printed form, please call the church 
office and leave a message. If you already receive the bulletin and Connections, etc. in the mail, 
you need not contact the office. If you are attending in-person services and would like your 
name removed from our weekly mailing list please contact the church office. Be sure and check 
the tv stations for last minute cancellations as we are unable to contact everyone personally. 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
All men are encouraged to join this group Wednesdays from 7:30-8:30am 
(most often some head off for breakfast following our study) in the         
Gathering Area. Study materials will be provided. Contact Bill Van Auken if 
you have questions and for more details (billvanauken@att.net). 

mailto:bedardjs@comcast.net
javascript:void(0)
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TUESDAYS at 10:00 Video Bible Study in the Connection Café 

Begins 1/11/22. Join Pastor Deb on Tuesday mornings for the video study 

“Following the Messiah” filmed in the Holy Land and led by experts in the 

field of archeology who will connect the physical history and geography of 

Israel with the words of the Bible. 

WEDNESDAYS At 10:00 BIBLE STUDY in the Theater at Appledorn West 

begins 1/12/22. Residents of Appledorn West are invited to join Pastor 

Deb on Wednesday mornings for the 6 week video study, “Mysteries 

of the Messiah”. Messianic Rabbi Jason Sobel helps us understand 

how the Bible fits together as a whole to offer one complete picture 

of Jesus. We will discover what the Old and New Testament reveal 

about who God is, how He relates to us & what he is doing today in the world. 

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST                             
Thursday, January 20 at 9:30am. Join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans 

on 24th St. for good food and good conversation with good 

friends. Don’t know many folks at Trinity? It’s a great                        

opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s also a great 

opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve 

your place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign 

up sheet.  

       Looking Ahead:  Thursday, February 17 

       Thursday, March 17   

Cover to Cover Book Club 
4

th
 Thursday of every month 

7:00 PM 

Reading List 2022 

January 27  “Growing Up Amish” by Ira Wagler 

February 24  “The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry” by Gabrielle Zevin 

March 24  “The Daring Ladies of Lowell” by Kate Alcott 

April 28 

May 26  
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Covid Update  

Ottawa  County is experiencing a rapidly rising count of COVID-19 

cases. In fact, we are higher now than in any previous time during 

the pandemic. Our hospital system is once again overwhelmed 

and our doctors and nurses are worn out. The Health Department 

strongly recommends that all persons, whether vaccinated or not, wear 

masks indoors. As a result, we are encouraging everyone to wear a mask 

while inside our building. We believe this is the best course of action for the 

following reasons: 

• We desire to provide a safe place for worship and other group gatherings. 

• We understand COVID-19 exposure (and potential exposure) causes a         

major disruption to our ministry and life schedules. 

• We understand that COVID-19 creates a real and present danger to                   

expectant mothers, those who are older and those with immunocompro-

mised systems. 

• We are seeking to follow the example of Jesus who always put the needs 

of others ahead of his own.  
 

We will be re-evaluating our strategies on a regular basis as a consistory. We 

thank you for being so understanding. 
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Update from Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch 

December 2021 
 

Dear Friends,  
As we just celebrated Thanksgiving, we reflected on all that has happened over the past month-- 
we have much to be thankful for! At the top of this list is that, after nearly a 5-year wait, on              
September 24 we finally received Zinha’s adoption certificate which means that she is now                   
officially a Vanden Bosch! This has been such an incredibly long and difficult fight and even two 
months later it is almost hard to believe that it is over. We praise the Lord for completing on earth 
what we know was completed long ago in heaven. The completion of Zinha’s (now officially Luzia 
Joy Vanden Bosch) adoption set off a flurry of activity as we had to get/change birth registries and 
civil documents and all that fun stuff. Each one of those meant sitting for hours at government 
offices and fighting systems and  personnel that are not used to dealing with adoptions. Praise the 
Lord in the end our perseverance paid off and we now only need to get her passport, which we 
hope to do in the next couple of weeks. 
 

During this time we also were able to get Julieta’s birth registry and civil document complete which 
means that in October we finally had all the documents we needed to travel as a family of five               
outside of our province. We hadn’t had a family vacation in nearly 5 years so we took advantage of 
our newly found freedom and were able to have a week at a beautiful beach about a 7-hour drive 
from our house. It was an amazing week of fun in the sun and sand and making new memories as a 
family. 
  
Many of you may now be wondering when we may be able to travel to the US for a much-needed 
furlough. That is still a very good question. Earlier this month we officially submitted the                       
paperwork to begin the adoption of Julieta. We find ourselves still traumatized by the terrible                 
experience we had with Zinha’s adoption, but we hope that Julieta’s will go more quickly. Her 
adoption is being done at the district-level court (instead of the larger provincial-level court) with a 
different judge and prosecutor, so we pray that we will find favor and it will move along much more 
quickly. Our lawyer seems confident that we will even be able to petition the judge to give a court 
order to be able to travel with Julieta to the US before the adoption is complete. We hope that  
possibly in early 2022 we can make the long-awaited journey to the US as a family. Please pray 
with us as there are still many unknowns and hurdles that will need to be passed before that can 
happen. 
  
Even with all of the excitement and extra activity in our family life, the                 
ministries have also continued to move ahead. Despite continued restrictions 
due to the pandemic, small-scale audio Bible distributions have continued in 
many areas around the country. At one recent audio Bible distribution in the 
northern province of Nampula, our colleague reported that “So many people 
who received the audio Bibles were weeping with joy after hearing God’s 
Word in their language for the very first time”. The recording team has also 
been busy continuing to record the Old Testament in the Makua language 
from northern Mozambique. 
 

(over)  
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New Harvest Farm has seen some highs and lows over the past months. In October we had a great 
time spreading God’s love through the distribution of high-quality seed to over 160 subsistence 
farming families in our area. There was great joy and excitement in the local community to receive 
such a blessing. In November we hit a low as we had to deal with theft from the small shop we 
have set up to help local farmers have access to quality inputs. Through the highs and the lows, we 
know that God is in control and we trust that He will use this farm to draw many people to Him. 
 

The Compassionate Care team continues to make their palliative care visits. It's been a real blessing 
to be able to distribute things that came in the container. We have been able to generously give 
blankets, hats and feminine hygiene packs to our patients, their families and the community. There 
have been some really difficult cases we've been involved in this year. I'd like to ask you to pray for 
our friend and patient Fernando who we've been working with for 1 1/2+ years to heal a wound on 
his leg. It's coming but it is discouraging that it's taking as long as it is. I think I can honestly say that 
our entire compassionate care team is looking forward to our scheduled two weeks off over  
Christmas. But, before that we'll have the privilege of giving out Christmas parcels to our 15               
palliative care patients-- that is always a highlight of the year. 
  
As we all push towards the end of the year we want to thank you all for your prayers, love and  
support. We're getting closer to being able to plan a trip back to the US. Please will you also pray 
that travel restrictions do not limit us when the time comes and we are ready to go to the US. As of 
now there are very few COVID cases in Mozambique and we feel very safe and COVID has limited 
effect on our lives. 
  
We hope you all had a special holiday celebrating Thanksgiving with your friends and family.  
 

God Bless You, 
Chad, Dara, Nede, Luzia and Julieta 
 
How you can pray: 
•    Praise the Lord with us for the completion of Zinha's adoption! 
 

•    Praise the Lord for the safe arrival of the container earlier this year and the blessing that the 
contents of that container are for our ministries and those in our local community. 
 

•    Pray for a quick and straightforward adoption process for Julieta.  
 

•    Continue to pray for the Compassionate Care team as they face many challenging situations. 
 

•    Pray for rain. The seasonal rains are nearly a month late now and it has many people already 
worried about the crops for this year. 
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JANUARY 2022 CALENDAR 

Jan 1  HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
 

Jan 2  Worship & Communion 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Jan 3  Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
 

Jan 4  Basketball 6pm 
  Deacon’s Meeting 7pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Jan 5  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Staff  Meeting 12:15pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Jan 6  WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Community Connection Team 7pm 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Jan 9  Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Jan 10  Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
  Finance Team 7pm 
 

Jan 11  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Basketball 6pm 
  Consistory 7pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Jan 12  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Jan 13  WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Jan 16  Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 

Jan 17  Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
 

Jan 18  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Basketball 6pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Jan 19  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Jan 20  WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Third Thursday Senior Breakfast @ 
          Bob Evans 9:30am 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Jan 23  Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Jan 24  Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 
  Worship Life Team 7pm 
 

Jan 25  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Basketball 6pm 
  Bread House Bible Study 7pm 
 

Jan 26  Men’s Bible Study 7:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Wednesday Supper 6pm 
  VBS 6:30pm 
  WOW After Hours 7:30pm 
 

Jan 27  WOW In the Morning 9:30am 
  Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm 
  Bread House Family Night 7pm 
 

Jan 30  Worship 9:30am 
  Children in Worship 9:45am 
  Bread House Worship noon 
 

Jan 31  Bread House Praise Practice 5pm 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8am-4:30pm  
 

The deadline for bulletin items is Tuesday noon.   
 

After Hours Emergency Contact:  

Pastor Deb: 269-599-8730 (call or text) or deb@trinityrc.org 
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Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526       

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2022 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

John Houting 

Ruth Klungle 

Dianne Moker 

Dave Tanis 

Bill VanAuken 

Anne VanderZiel 

Deacons 

Sandy Bedard 

Kelly Brink 

Jeanne Dannenberg 

Neil DeBoer 

Benji Garza 

Tom Lampen 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor              deb@trinityrc.org 
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer                      hope@trinityrc.org 
Barb Long, Secretary                         barb@trinityrc.org 
Lauren Garza, Children’s Ministry                     lkgarza@gmail.com 
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator              jhallen_48@yahoo.com 
Dan Kruithof, Custodian             dan@trinityrc.org 

January Birthdays 
Rick Dykstra  1/1  Pat Trevino  1/11  Jim Simmons   1/24 
Kathy Helmus  1/2  Dick Boss  1/13  George Jacob  1/25 
Ruth Klungle  1/4  Sonnet Quinn   1/13  Marge Kleis   1/28 
Dave Tanis   1/4  Elsie Kossen  1/14  Tiffany Shull  1/29 

January Anniversary 
Ed & Marlene Plaggemars  1/21    


