
   
 TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH  MAR 2023 

Connections 

 

Lenten Series: MODELS OF PRAYER 

February 26 “Prayer of Confession:  Nehemiah”  

March 5  “Posture of Prayer:  Hezekiah” 

March 12  “Alongside in Prayer:  Esther” 

March 19  “Listening Prayer I:  Elijah” 

March 26  “Listening Prayer II:  Elijah” 

April 2  “Abba Prayer:  Jesus”  Palm Sunday 

April 9  Resurrection Sunday   Easter 

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST. Thursday, March 16th @ 9:30 am. Join  

Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on 24th St. for good food and good conversation with 

good friends.  Don’t know many folks at Trinity?  It’s a great opportunity to get 

to know each other better. (It’s also a great opportunity to invite a 

friend).  Sign up today in order to reserve your place at the table!!!  If you need 

a ride, please indicate that on the sign up sheet.  

 Looking ahead: Thursday, April 20 

Office hours for 2023: Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 WEDNESDAYS at 10:00 in the theater at Appledorn, West 

Residents of Appledorn, West are invited to join Pastor Deb on Wednesday mornings for Ray 

VanderLaan’s Video study “That The World May Know”. This is a great time to be zoomed 

away to the Holy Land with Ray and his fellow travelers as he makes the biblical narrative 

come alive at archeological digs throughout Israel. Each week is a stand-alone study so if 

you cannot commit to an entire series, you are still welcome to join us.  It’s a great time to 

get to know your neighbors.  
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Remembering People 

By Ronald Blauwkamp 

 “Greet the friends by name” – 3 John 14b 

 Why is greeting fellow worshippers “by name” important in the church con-

text?  Here are two statistics that answer that question.  First, eighty percent of 

all members of any church say that the friendliness of fellow members is the 

key reason they joined that church or continue to attend there.  Second, 

eighty percent of all members decided in the first ten minutes after their first 

visit whether this was a “friendly” church by how many people talked to them. 

In light of those statistics, knowing fellow attendees and greeting them by 

name is a very important activity.  We all should be intentional about it and 

we all should practice remembering names and faces. 

Contrary to what many think, remembering people is much more a skill than 

an art.   There is a definite system to it that has been taught for at least 2,000 

years. 

The system has three separate parts: 1) picturing the name, 2) picking a key 

feature of the person’s face, and 3) combining 1 and 2 in an attention-getting 

way. 

Step 1 is picturing the name.  All names are picturable.  Some are directly pic-

turable: Dome, Crabbe, Holmes, Wiseman, Barber, etc.  All others can be pic-

tured using the “sounds like” system.  Suppose you meet a visitor named “Jim 

Fornurackus.”  You ask Jim to repeat his name.  Then you check with him by 

asking, “I heard Fornurackus.  Is that correct?”  Now you picture what that 

sounds like, namely, “four” “new” “rackets.”  If you want to remember his first 

name also, you picture those “four new rackets” in a high school 

“gym.”  Voila, you have pictured his name. 

Step 2 is picking a key feature on Jim’s face.  If Jim has a scar or a birthmark or 

other unique feature, your job is easy.  Most people don’t have features so 

unique; but everyone is different, so pick something: ears, eyebrows, lips, jowls, 

nose, mustache, mouth shape, etc.  Don’t pick clothes or jewelry because 

they might be different the next time you meet.  The key is to really pay         

attention and concentrate. 
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Step 3 is combining the picture of the name and the key feature in a memora-

ble way.  How can you make this combo-picture memorable?  Jerry Lucas, 

the memory expert, suggests ADEOS.  A is for action.  D is for distortion. E is for 

exaggeration.  O is for out of proportion. And, S is for substitution. 

Now, let’s apply this to Jim Fornurackus.  You’ve picked the large hairy wart on 

Jim’s chin.  So, you picture a gym in which four new rackets, with price tags at-

tached, are hitting (action) large (tennis ball sized is distortion) hairy warts all 

over the place.  The gym is filled with hundreds (exaggeration) of these warts. 

By the way, don’t tell Jim your memory picture!!!!!!! 

Next week, as you’re walking out of the sanctuary you see this man with a 

large hairy wart on his chin.  I’m fairly sure you will remember his name.  Be 

sure to greet him “by name.” 

Here’s the challenge for a church like ours.  Try to meet one new person (new 

to you) each Sunday.  At the end of the year, you’ll know the names and fac-

es of fifty or more fellow worshippers.  You’ll be well on your way to “greeting 

the friends by name.” 

An Evening with a Purpose Resumes… 

...and YOU are Invited! 
 

Come together with other women for  

Dinner, fellowship and simple hands-on projects 

that benefit our community and world. 
 

March 16, April 20 
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 Cover to Cover 

         Book Club 

 

 

 

The 2022/2023 Book Club meets the 4
th
 Thursday of every month at 7:00pm.  We still have a 

few spaces available. Contact Pastor Deb if you would like to join. 

 

Reading List 2022/2023 

September 22  “True Sisters” by Sandra Dallas 

October 27  “The Paris Wife” by Paula McLain 

November 17*  “The Alice Network” by Kate Quinn 

December 15*    “The Children’s Blizzard” by Melanie Benjamin 

January 26  “Have A Little Faith” by Mitch Albom 

February 23  “Dancing With the Enemy” by Paul Glaser 

March 23  “Every Note Played” by Lisa Genova 

April 27  “Finding Dorothy” by Elizabeth Letts 

May 25   “Garden Spells” by Sarah Addison Allen 

The Instant Church Directory will 

be updated this spring! If you have 

any updated photos or contact  

information, please submit it to 

Samantha no later than April 20, 

2023. Feel free to stop by in      

person or send the information 

and/or pictures to                                 

samantha@trinityrc.org.  
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Chad and Dara Vanden Bosch 
 

Through your generosity, New Harvest Farm was able to bless the 75       

members of the farmers’ association in the village of Mapisse in central 

Mozambique. NHF was able to not only provide these subsistence farmers 

with agricultural training and inputs, but also audio Bibles containing God’s 

Word in their heart language. Each of these farmers now has the opportunity 

to dive deeper into our “growing with God” training program as they listen to 

God’s Word. 

 

One morning I (Chad) found Mario (pictured below right) waiting for me     

outside of our home. After greeting him, I asked how I could help him and his 

response was “I am sick and I’m hoping you may have the cure.” I was a bit confused at this and was ready to 

get Dara to deal with a medical issue until he continued. “My sickness is that I don’t have God’s Word. I need 

God’s Word to give me strength. Brother, can you help?” This was a request that I was happy to fulfill and 

just one of the hundreds of people who have received God’s Word in audio through the generosity of His 

people.   

 

Endurance is a word that comes to mind for me (Dara) in thinking about 2022. 

The compassionate care team endures a lot. Our faithful visits to our           

palliative care patients often shows slow progress, but through our              

persistence we’ve seen healing. One patient in particular, Fernando, has 

battled with a wound on his leg for nearly three years. Our team has been 

providing wound care and supplies for him through this whole process. Fer-

nando knows that if he would have gone to the local health care system they 

likely would have amputated his leg. Due to the support of the compassionate 

care team and the wound supplies sent from the U.S. in the container pro-

jects, we have been able to watch this wound heal with complete closure 

around the corner. This has changed the life of this young teacher and father. 

Because of this faithful persistence, Fernando walks and is back to the      

classroom. Thank you. 

  

We also were able to provide some of our patients the opportunity to do more arts and sewing. This is an 

opportunity most people have had little experience with. To have the chance to be distracted and given 

something to do other than sit and think while not feeling well is an unusual gift in Mozambique. We had  

patients hand sew quilt tops for themselves (with fabric squares sent in the container and crochet large art 

pieces that they can enjoy. 
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Our challenges of 2022  

One of the biggest challenges we faced over the past year was the death of our farm manager, Salvador, at 

New Harvest farm. Just the loss of Salvador was devastating for the farm as he was a crucial part of the team 

and one that I had discipled for 7 years. But what has made this even more of a challenge is that he was  

murdered and found near the farm. This has, for good reason, caused a lot of fear among the staff and  

neighbors and has cast a cloud over the project. There is an ongoing police investigation and we pray that the 

culprits are found and there can be some closure with the family. 

Another major challenge this year was, once again, extreme weather conditions. Droughts and floods again 

plagued our area and caused destruction of crops and a local food crisis. This was the third consecutive year 

of crop failures and many of the local farmers are on the brink. This has put a lot of pressure on the work of 

New Harvest Farm to help provide nutrition and continue to help the local farmers build resilience into their 

farms.  While this has been a challenge, it has also continued to open up new ministry opportunities as more 

subsistence farmers seek help during these challenging times.  

Along with my (Dara) theme of endurance also comes challenges and fatigue. Our family’s situation with the 

adoptions added to the prolonged endurance of not leaving Mozambique for seven years. This made every-

thing—family life and ministry—extra challenging. It kept us on our knees asking for the Lord to give us 

strength when we were weak.   

Please pray 

•    Pray for the family of Salvador, the former farm manager at New Harvest Farm, as they mourn his loss 

and seek answers to his senseless death. Pray for peace and that they may see the Lord at work during this 

heartbreaking situation. 

•    Pray for our family as we return to Mozambique after our furlough ends in March. Pray for rejuvenation 

as we step back into some challenging ministry situations. Pray that the Lord prepares our hearts and        

provides all that our family needs to get back into the routine of ministry life after being in the U.S. 

•    Pray for more audio Bibles to be made available for distribution in Mozambique. The requests we have 

for audio Bibles still far outnumber the devices we have available to distribute. To contribute to audio Bibles 

or any of our mission projects, please visit our webpage.   

•    We praise the Lord that the adoptions of Luzia and Julieta came through and we were able to return to 

the U.S. in October. This was a long time coming and we saw the Lord do a lot for our families with the      

expedited completion of Julieta’s adoption. We are grateful for the time we’ve had in the U.S. to reconnect 

with family and share so many new experiences with our family of five.  

 

Thank you, 

Chad and Dara  

https://go.rca.org/e/824133/vandenbosch/3hkbm8/512397604?h=k7SAxWBUimAKLuQwN7vAcHumexTkVukk6tkT0W7hIYs
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ABOUT THE SHOW 

It’s 1990 and Iraq has just invaded Kuwait. Anna King knows that war is contrary to her Amish 

ways and figures her father might not approve of her getting involved in any way. Yet, 

wanting to do something to help America’s troops, Anna and her feisty friend Sofia volunteer 

to write letters of encouragement to the men who are deployed into the conflict. Anna just 

wants to be a blessing… Sofia just wants to find a husband.  What could possibly go wrong 

with such a pure and noble mission ? 

It turns out plenty! Especially when all these lonely pen pals happen to get a weekend pass 

to surprise the girls, and end up arriving at Fern’s Cheese Shop where the two girls work - on 

the very same day!  

Will Anna’s father find out about her secret mission? Will Sofia finally find a husband? Will 

true romance be in the air for Anna (or is it just the Limburger cheese?)    

Come watch the drama unfold at Blue Gate Musical’s hilarious new show, Dear Soldier Boy, 

written by Martha Bolton, with original songs composed by Wally Nason. 

Bus Trip to Blue Gate Theatre in Shipshewana, IN 

Saturday, May 20  

9:00am to 7:00pm 
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Day Bus Trip to Shipshewana, IN: On Saturday, May 20 there will be a bus trip to the Blue 

Gate Theatre in Shipshewana. Tickets are $65 and include transportation, your ticket to 

the play  “Dear Soldier Boy” & buffet at the Blue Gate Theatre. The bus is limited to 20 

people, however, if it fills up we have volunteers willing to drive. This will allow everyone 

to still purchase tickets & sit with the group. Payment will be required by Easter (April 9). 

 9am—leave Trinity Reformed Church 

 Stop @ Rise’n Roll Bakery & Deli 

 1pm—”Dear Soldier Boy” Show 

 3:30pm—Buffet at Blue Gate  

 7pm—Approximate return time 

You can sign up at the information table or call the office @ 616-396-6526! We hope 

you’ll join us! 

Horrocks  

Market 

 Bus Trip 

Due to popular request, there will be a bus trip to Horrocks Market on Saturday, March 11. The bus 

will leave Trinity at 10am and return around 2pm. The plan is to have lunch at Horrocks. This trip is 

limited to the first 20 people to sign up. There is a sign-up sheet at the information table. We hope 

you will join us! Feel free to call the office @616-396-6526 to sign-up, as well! 
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Winter Schedule 

 
March 12 and 26 

Trinity Church Children’s Choir 
The Children's Choir continues to meet Sundays at 10:45-11am. 

PRAYER WALL 

We invite you to offer up a visual representation of your prayers. Add your prayers to the 
prayer wall as a sign and symbol of our connectedness in God. 

Children and Worship ~ Sunday School 
 

Children and worship for 3 yr. olds - 1st grade will be available every Sunday in March.  Thank you to our 
teachers and  helpers who serve in the Worship Center.  
 

Sunday school for 2nd - 5th grade meets during worship in the youth room.  We are studying unit 1 of the 
Gospel Project: From Creation to Chaos. 
 

                     Thank you to our Trinity Family for the love and care of our youngest members! 
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Coffee’s On!   
We are in need of people to get the pots brewing and set out the cups and such 

and clean up afterwards. Many hands make light work, so ask a friend to join 

you! If you would like to get involved, contact Sandy Bedard: 616-212-3944 or 

bedardjs@comcast.net.  

 

 If you are attending in-person services and would like your name                   
removed from our weekly mailing list, please contact the church office.  

Opportunities To Serve at Trinity 
 Launder towels, tablecloths etc after dinners or events 

 Organize and sort through library books and library resources 

 Pick up diapers from Nestlings for Care Closet 

 Bake cookies for fellowship time following Sunday worship 

 Prepare and/or help with Sunday morning coffee time 

 Work with pastor/custodian on sanctuary decorating 

 Water urn in front of church 

 Care Closet volunteers once per month 

 Substitutes for Wednesday morning bulletin folding 

For more information,                                                                                                        
please give the church office a call (1-616-396-6526)                                                                           

or email samantha@trinityrc.org 

Lead Pastor Search Team Update 

About a month ago the Pastoral Search Team was dealing with a lack of qualified             
candidates. Then, the Prayer Team got busy and all of the sudden we had lots of promising 
resumes. We have done five interviews so far. Two candidates stand out right now. We are 
arranging second interviews.   
 
Many thanks to the team members who have put countless hours into this effort! They are 
passionate about Trinity's future. They are inspiring to be around. So far, all the decisions 
have been unanimous. While we are well aware that no one person can magically solve all 
our problems, you can not miss a feeling of optimism as we envision what could be.  

mailto:bedardjs@comcast.net
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Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526       

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2023 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

Gregg Harper 
John Houting 

Ruth Klungle 

Dianne Moker 

Lynda Simmons 
Bill VanAuken 

Deacons 

Sandy Bedard 

Neil DeBoer 

Benji Garza 

Tom Lampen 

Steve Lundy 

Shirley Perez 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor              deb@trinityrc.org 
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer                      hope@trinityrc.org 
Samantha Valentine, Secretary             samantha@trinityrc.org 
Lauren Garza, Children’s Ministry                     lkgarza@gmail.com 
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator              jhallen_48@yahoo.com 
Dan Kruithof, Custodian             dan@trinityrc.org 

March Birthdays 
 
Judy Shoemaker 3/1  Arloa Dykstra  3/11  Donald Kane   3/27 
Betty Nyhoff  3/9  Bob Long  3/11  Roger Kleis   3/28 
Sydelle Kroll  3/10  Cynthia Nyhoff 3/11  Cliff Ponstein  3/28 

March Anniversaries 
 
Glen & Shirley Vereeke 3/02 Douglas & Arloa Dykstra  3/26 Cliff & Nancy Ponstein  3/26 
    

REMINDER: ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A SEVERE 

WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT WEATHER IS              

EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR WATCH 

THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS FOR INFORMATION                                

REGARDING TRINITY. 

Church Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday — 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

 

After Hours Emergency Contact  

Pastor Deb Yurk: 269-599-8730 (call or text) or deb@trinityrc.org 
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