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Defining Moments...
I believe that Trinity Reformed Church is at the point of a defining moment!
Let me explain.
The work of ministry within the church is never done by one or even a small handful of individuals.
Our engagement as the church with one another to fulfill God’s mission in the world is done by the
united work of all God’s people. The context for our work is here at Trinity Reformed Church on
Apple Avenue in Holland Michigan. We are to look, love and serve those within our church and
community to the best of our ability. God empowers us for this work by the Holy Spirit, and gives us
the message of salvation in Jesus Christ to share. This work of ministry is accomplished by God’s
people under the encouragement and leadership of pastors and teachers. Ephesians 4:11-13 says it
this way: ,
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
As you know, we as a church are amid a vision for ministry called Forward in Faith. You have been
an integral part of the development of this ministry vision. Financial commitments have been made.
Structural changes are in process, both in our ministry teams and staff structure. The Consistory has
made commitments for the ongoing encouragement and development of our staff members. Staff
members are in process of being hired. Program ministries are underway for this new season of
church life. These changes and developments are intentional and guided by prayer and
discernment.
With new staff members coming on board and changes taking place, you might think that your
participation in the ministry of the church would become less important. The contrary is actually true.
You are vital to every moment of ministry that happens at and through Trinity church. In fact,
ministry wouldn’t happen at all if it were not for your ongoing support and participation on a daily
basis. Our ministry model here at Trinity is one that follows Ephesians 4 quite closely. We believe
that the staff members of the church are not here to “do” ministry alone, but that we are each called
to help guide and empower all the church for “works of service.” When we each take an active role
in loving others, providing for those in need and raising up the next generation of disciples, then we
are looking like the church that God envisioned.
In Exodus chapter 18 Moses faces a defining moment in his leadership over the people of Israel.
His father-in-law Jethro comes to him and admonishes him to develop a new model of ministry.
Jethro sees that Moses is becoming overwhelmed doing this work all alone. As a result, Moses
empowers others to engage in guiding and directing the people in a more effective way. He enlists
others to work alongside of him in leading the people of Israel. Read that chapter today and you will
see what I mean.
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Defining Moments…

(con’t)

I started this article saying that I believe Trinity church is at the point of a defining moment. I
suppose only looking back on today from some point in the future will confirm that statement or
not. So I say it with caution, but also with anticipation! If we as a church embrace our Forward in
Faith ministry vision; if we love, support and work along-side of our church staff; if we engage in
“works of service” to our church and community, then I truly believe that we will see the fruit of our
work together!
Let us together make today a defining moment!
Blessings,
Pastor Chris DeGraaf

BREAKFAST WITH BABY
Did you know that Trinity partners with New Community Fourth Reformed Church
to host Breakfast with Baby each month? There are 5 other churches involved as
well. We collect baby supplies such as diapers, wipes, seasonal clothing (new and
used), cribs, strollers, bedding items and just about anything else a baby needs (NO
used car seats). New moms and their families are invited to join together for
breakfast at Fourth Church. There they are loved on by volunteers who prepare the
breakfast, hold their babies, engage them in conversation and help them to shop for baby needs.
You can be involved by donating baby items (place in the box in the office) or preparing food and/or
setting up and serving the breakfast when it is Trinity’s turn. Our next turn is coming up on Saturday,
October 11. Look for the sign up sheet in the gathering area and sign up to help. If you have any
questions, please contact Jan VanAuken (394-4906).

COMMUNITY KITCHEN AT WESTERN SEMINARY
At midday in the seminary Commons, Community Kitchen feeds about 100 people of all
backgrounds, incomes, faiths & social positions. Five days a week, year-round the
kitchen welcomes people to nourish their bodies & spirits. Staffed by volunteers
from local churches & the seminary, the ministry is sponsored by Community
Action House & Western Seminary. Trinity has committed to serving the first
Thursday of every month. You do not need to sign up – just be at the seminary commons at
11:00am – stay as long as you can, leave when you must. You will be blessed!
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Introducing Rev. Deb Yurk
Trinity Reformed Church Pastor of Senior Adult Ministries
My husband, Pat and I consider it a great privilege to be part of the Trinity family. Although I have lived in
Southern California since 2007, I come to you from Kalamazoo where
we have served congregations of the Reformed Church since 1993:
Trinity RCA, Kalamazoo, CenterPoint (formerly Third Reformed,
Kalamazoo), Crystal Cathedral, Garden Grove, CA and Church of Grace,
Garden Grove. It’s good to be home.
Pat and I have 4 children and 4 grandchildren with 2 more on the way.
Brian and Michelle live in Holland with Porter and Marjorie and a baby
boy soon to arrive. Brian teaches Math at Hope College and Michelle
runs a daycare out of their home. Pastor Kevin and Rachel live in Hull, IA
with 3 yr. old Oliver and baby Adelynn who will come into the world this
month. Kevin and Rachel serve the reformed church in Hull. Steve and Ashley and 16 month old Rylee
live in Byron Center. Steve is an aeronautical engineer for GE and Ashley is a nurse. Meghan remains in
California where she is finishing up her teaching credential. She is currently doing her student teaching
with 5th and 6th grade at risk children and will finish up in January. She will then be looking for a teaching
position. Pat will be commuting from Holland to Three Rivers where he is employed as a Systems Analyst
for American Axle and Manufacturing.
God has given me a passion for His Church. I believe that God puts a congregation of individuals together
with just the right mixture of gifts, passions and abilities to accomplish His purpose in their city. To help
build His Church, God has called me to proclaim His Word to hearers of all ages, to instruct them and
disciple them wherever they might be on their spiritual journey. God has called me to intentionally
connect people in His Church and to help them discover their “sweet spot” in ministry so that they can
become the men and women that God has called them to become. God has called me as an equipper
and an encourager so that His followers can be sent out as leaders with Kingdom vision to use their
influence to win others for Christ.
I look forward to serving with you as your Pastor of Senior Ministries and Care. I hope you will join me on
this adventure as we focus on the senior community, build relationships with our neighbors, embrace
them wherever they are on their journey, walk with them in times of joy and times of sorrow and love
them well. I thank you - we thank you - for this opportunity to serve.

INTRODUCING CINDY JANSEN
Cindy Jansen is Trinity’s new custodian. Cindy was born and raised here in
Holland. She has one son, Travis Jansen. Cindy became a member of Trinity Church on
March 20 of this year, and joined the staff on July 28.
In her spare time, Cindy enjoys spending time with friends & family, having a
great meal or watching the sun set. She also enjoys helping others and loves to clean &
organize, whether it be cleaning closets or decorating her apartment. Her goal is to
purchase a newer car, but she feels very blessed with what she currently has.
Welcome Cindy! It’s great to have you as a member of the Trinity staff!
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A Special Invitation!

October 29, 2014 6:00-8:00pm

Events for the Evening:
6:00-7:00

Pre-Candy Dinner

6:30-7:30

Games and Activities for Children and Families

7:30-8:00

Parade of Costumes & Indoor Trick or Treating

Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Ave.
Holland, MI 49423
616.396.6526
trinityrc.org
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Stewardship Online Survey
Trinity Church is partnering with Barnabas Foundation on an exciting stewardship journey. Our
stewardship team will lead us as every aspect of our church life becomes a part of this important
process.
This is your opportunity to help determine our future! Our church will be participating in an online
congregational survey. This confidential survey about how we, as church members use our time,
talent, treasure and creation care will be launched on Sunday, October 26. Your response will play
a critical role in determining the foundation upon which we build a new stewardship program
together.
Each person’s participation will help provide an accurate profile of the attitudes and practices of
our congregation as it relates to stewardship. No one from our church will see survey responses.
All information is confidential and will be released to our church from the professional data
processing center in an aggregated form only. This online survey will not only provide a factual
profile of our members as a whole, but will help our church better focus on the strengths and
challenges that the survey provides.
Please pray for our Stewardship Team as they lead us in discovering the biblical understanding of
stewardship of our gifts to the glory of God.

Stewardship

Dee Post

When I was asked by Ken Neevel to serve on the Stewardship Team, I wondered how I could be
an asset to the team. After I read the material Ken distributed to the team members, I realized that
being a good steward didn’t only mean my financial gifts, but meant “time” and “talent” as well.
Well, I don’t knit, crochet or sew anymore, so what talents do I have? When I thought about it, I
realized having become a widow, preceded by several years of my husband’s illness, I had
learned a great deal about the trials of caregiving and experiencing grief. I have found myself
bonding with others who are experiencing the same ups and downs that I have experienced at
that time in my life. I enjoy being around people and I feel like I am a good listener. Sometimes a
person needs someone there just to know that they are having very normal feelings. It seems as
though I can communicate along those lines and it creates a bonding situation.
I have also found myself encouraging others to get some exercise, even if it is just a short visit to
Evergreen Commons to show them what it available. Even a short walk around the block to use
up some of that stored up energy can help. It is surprising how good you can feel just by getting
out and about, and often a conversation can lead into some amazing topics and a wonderful
friendship. I also enjoy sending a blank card with a handwritten note just letting a hurting person
know that I’m thinking of them.
I know I don’t spend as much time in the sharing of “me” that I should. But I now realize I really do
have some talents and maybe I can expand on them. I can then find new ways of applying myself
in other areas in bringing joy to others as well as myself.
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10 TIPS FOR INTERACTING WITH A CANCER PATIENT
1. "You are strong and will get through this." This sends the message that the cancer patient needs to be
tough to survive, that survival is their responsibility and if they don’t do well, they are to blame. Instead,
encourage the person to express their feelings and try to give them positive support.
2. "How are you feeling?" This might surprise you, since you may feel that this sort of phrase shows that
you care. But so many people ask, that it gets old and annoying after a while. Remember, cancer is NOT
who the person is & they likely do not want to exclusively talk about it. Instead, check in with them about
other aspects of their life – their work, relationships, interests, hobbies etc. Just because someone is
diagnosed with cancer doesn’t mean they stop being the person they were before.
3. "Can I do anything to help you?" It's a nice sentiment, but it's too broad. Instead, offer to do something
specific for the person. Say, for example, "I'd like to bring you dinner. Would Tuesday or Wednesday night
be better?" Or maybe you could buy groceries, take care of their kids one afternoon or give the person a ride
to treatment. If there’s a spouse or friend in charge of logistics, ask that person what you can do.
4. "How serious is the cancer?" Don't ask detailed questions about the diagnosis or treatment plan. Some
people are more private than others, so don't pry - only discuss these matters if the person brings them up.
5. "My grandmother/mom/sister/aunt/friend had cancer..." Telling a story about a family member or
friend who has or had cancer is simply irrelevant - and it's especially a bad idea if it's a fatal story. Think
about what it’s like being in the cancer patients’ shoes. Would you want to hear that? Those of us who have
entered a world we prayed we never would, are more than aware that there are those who have not beaten
their disease, and have even had to say goodbye to family & friends with cancer. We DON’T need to hear
your horror stories. Instead, make a conscious effort to be encouraging and positive.
6. "I read an article in the newspaper that said you should..." Please don't play doctor - the patient
already has at least one of those. If someone wants information, they will ask for it. They are already being
inundated with information and advice from a medical team, so your two cents about an article from a
newspaper, magazine or online publication isn't necessary.
7. "Your hair looks good like that." Never call attention to hair loss or a change in hair color or texture or
a wig due to cancer treatment. It's a devastating outward sign of being different. Same goes for comments
about weight loss or anything else that reminds the person that life is different. They see it every day in the
mirror – they don’t need others reminding them.
8. "God doesn't give you more than you can handle." This phrase is often tossed around because
somehow people think it’s encouraging to someone struggling. Not only is it not encouraging, it’s not true.
We are often faced with circumstances that are more than we can handle on our own, but there is no
circumstance that God cannot handle. Regardless, don’t say this. It likely isn't going to make the person with
cancer feel any better.
9. "I know how you feel." The truth is - you really don’t. If you've been through cancer, you may have an
understanding, but unless you are going through the patient's identical experience, you have no idea how
they feel. Instead, try to stay focused on the person’s needs and concerns.
10. "You must have done something to get it." This happens a lot with skin cancer and lung cancer
patients – the first assumption is that the person’s lifestyle choices caused the cancer – and often it is said to
the person. This is unkind & inappropriate. Don't bring up the potential cause of the cancer as that unfairly
assigns blame to the patient.
Please remember - Every cancer patient has a different opinion and experience. If do you say or do
something awkward, rude or out of line, just ask for a redo! It's ok to make mistakes. We'll understand.
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All Women Are Invited
to

LADIES NIGHT OUT
An Evening With A Purpose. . .
Come for dinner, fellowship, and a variety
of hands-on activities that benefit Trinity’s
care ministry, missions, and outreach.

Third Thursday of the Month
Dinner: 5:30 to 6:15
Activities: 6:15 to 7:45
Dessert: 7:45 to 8:00
Sign up at the information table.
$5.00 for dinner and all activities.

Schedule for Coming Year







October 16
November 20
January 15
February 19
March 19
April 16

News From the People Care Team
On September 8, the People Care Team hosted a baby shower for Logan Breuker (and
mom and dad, Ryan & Ashley). A big thank you goes out to all who organized this fun
evening and to everyone who attended and supported the Breuker family.

Connection Cafe reopened on September 5. Thank you to all the volunteers that
have signed up to help - the response has been great! Everyone always appreciate
the treats - please keep them coming! If you have not had the opportunity to be
involved in the Connection Café, you are missing an opportunity to meet some great
people. Please help us to plan ahead by signing up at the information table in the
Gathering Area.
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Care Closet

Hazel Dirkse
Trinity’s Care Closet started three years ago. A big
“Thank You” goes out to all of you for helping to keep the
Care Closet supplied and ready to help those in need.
When Care Closet began, Good Samaritan Ministries
would send us a list every Wednesday of five families in
need. They would come to the Care Closet to receive
cleaning & personal supplies and baby needs. We
continued to work with Good Samaritan Ministries until
this past May. We had helped many people, which was
good, but we never really got to know them.
Trinity continues to have a connection and a great
relationship with Good Samaritan Ministries, but the Care
Closet is now run independently by our church. Clients
are now coming directly to us and we get the opportunity
to talk with them and really get to know them, and many
become our friends. We are supplying their physical
needs and also are able to offer them our friendship.
Care Closet was previously open from 4:30-6pm on
Wednesdays. We have expanded our hours and are now
open 3-6pm. We have increased our time for two reasons:
first - it gives us the opportunity to spend more time with
each client and second - the number of families requesting
help has almost doubled! Because of this, the Care Closet
shelves empty much more quickly, so we continue to need
your help to keep our shelves stocked.
If you have some free time and would like to help with
Care Closet, please sign up at the information table in the
Gathering Area. There is room for three names on the sign
up sheet, but we can often use extra hands to fill orders or
to talk with our clients. If you have any questions, please
see or contact Hazel Dirkse (335-3937).
The Care Closet is a part of Trinity’s mission connections.
Not only does the Closet provide for physical needs, we
also have been given the privilege of praying with some
of our clients. We ask for your prayers and continued
support of this vital ministry to those in need in our
community.

MY FRIEND JESUS
When I was alone,
You were there to hold my hand.
When I cried,
You counted my tears.
When I was in the dark,
You shined a beautiful light on me.
When I was afraid,
You gave me Your shelter.
When I was hurt,
You healed me.
When I was doubtful,
You filled me with hope.
When I felt unloved and worthless,
You embraced me in Your loving arms.
When I had no one to talk to,
You gave me caring friends to listen.
When I thought my life was over,
You showed me it was just beginning.
When I was ready to give up on everything,
You gave me strength to persevere.
KSW
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Missionary Focus
Chad Vanden Bosch
RCA Missionary
Serving in Mozambique
Since January of 2006, Trinity Church has supported Chad Vanden Bosch as a missionary
of the Reformed Church in America in partnership with Audio Scripture Ministries. In the
beginning Chad served with ASM on three continents, but now is based in Mozambique,
Southeast Africa.
Nearly one billion people worldwide can't study the Word of God because they can’t read.
This is especially true in the country of Mozambique, where just 20 percent of the
population is considered literate. The only official language of Mozambique is Portuguese,
which is spoken mostly as a second language by about half of the population. More than 40
other languages are commonly spoken.
Mozambique now has one of the fastest growing churches in all of Africa, but due largely
to a lack of access to the Scriptures, spiritual growth and discipleship has been severely
hampered. In Mozambique, as in many parts of the world, making the Bible available means
providing Scriptures in audio form. As director of African operations for Audio Scripture
Ministries, Chad oversees audio scripture recording and distribution projects throughout
Africa. He travels from his base in Mozambique to new project locations in order to set up
recording and distribution programs and train personnel in recording equipment and
techniques. In addition to the recording studio in Xai-Xai in the south, Chad is currently
embarking on setting up a small recording studio in the central region, outside of Chimoio
City.
Chad was married to Dara Hillstrom on Aug. 24, 2013 and together they have just adopted a
daughter, Nede. This was a long, frustrating, stressful journey that Dara started down back
in 2008. See Chad’s most recent newsletter (www.rca.org/mission-update-vandenbosch-814) for the details of how God answered their prayers in an amazing and unexpected way.
Learn more about Chad and his work by watching his presentation on the computer
monitor on the mission table or pick up his most recent newsletter. To encourage you to get
to know him better, there will be a quiz on Sunday, Oct. 26, and the person who scores the
highest will win a gift card to Crane’s in the City in downtown Holland!
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USED BICYCLES NEEDED!!
Last year, the Community Action House Bicycle Refurbishing Team refurbished 302
donated bicycles. Clients working with CAH may be eligible to receive a free bicycle for
transportation to work and for general travel. Their children receive a free bicycle for
transportation to school and for recreation. Remaining bicycles are sold at a reasonable
price to individuals who need safe, reliable transportation or who want to surprise their child with a ‘new’
bike. Proceeds from bicycle sales help support the many programs administered by CAH, helping us achieve
our purpose: ‘End poverty in our community and help families prosper’.
Please consider donating a bicycle to Community Action House, especially adult bikes.
Bikes may be brought to the General Store at 694 Michigan Avenue, Holland. MI 49423.
If you are unable to bring your bike, call Chris DeWaard (616.594.5451 x.144) to arrange
for pick up. Thank you!

Help Nestlings Diaper Bank!!
Nestlings Diaper Bank supplies all
the diapers for Trinity’s Care
Closet free of charge!! This
wonderful organization has the
goal of distributing 75,000 diapers in 2014 to those
on a limited income in the Holland area.
Nestlings hosts Diaper Wrapping Days the 2nd
Friday of every month from 1pm-3pm and the 3rd
Monday of every month from 9:30am -11:30am.
If you would like to volunteer to help re-package
diapers, please stop in at 650 Riley St., Suite L (in the
Riley Square on Riley St. between Butternut and
144th Ave.) during those times. For more
information, go to www.nestlings.org or call
616-298-1009.

Holland Hospital
Volunteer Services
Whether you are available one
day a month, several hours a
week or even for a one time special event,
Holland Hospital Volunteer Services
needs you! Learn new skills, meet new
people, and use your gifts to brighten
another's day. Volunteers are a valued part
of our health care team. For more
information, visit hollandhospital.org, click
on the 'Jobs' link at the top of the page
then select 'Volunteer Opportunities'
or call (616) 394-3140.
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OCTOBER 2014 CALENDAR
October 1 - Family Dinner 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm
October 2 - Women of the Word 9:30am
Community Kitchen at Western Seminary

11am

Consistory Meeting 7pm
October 5 - Worship and Communion 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
October 6 - Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
October 7 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults 6:30pm
Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
October 8 - Care Closet 3pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm
October 9 - Women of the Word 9:30am
Turning Pages Reading Group noon
Finance Team 6:30pm
October 11 - Breakfast with Baby at 4th Church 9am
October 12 - Worship 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
October 13 - Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
October 14 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults

6:30pm

Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
October 15 - Family Dinner 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm
Mission Team 7pm

October 16 - Women of the Word 9:30am
Ladies Night Out 5:30pm
October 19 - Worship 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
October 20 - Stewardship Team 6:30pm
Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
October 21 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults

6:30pm

Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
October 22 - Care Closet 3pm
Family Dinner, 6pm
Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm
Wednesday Night Worship 7pm
October 23 - Women of the Word 9:30am
Turning Pages Reading Group noon
Worship Team 7pm
October 26 - Worship 9:30am
Sunday School for All Ages 11am
Area 51 High School Youth 6pm
October 27 - Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am
Trinity Men’s Chorus 7pm
October 28 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults

6:30pm

Ladies Fitness 6:30pm
October 29 - Fall Festival Spectacular 6-8pm
October 30 - Women of the Word 9:30am

Happy Birthday!!
Glen Vereeke
Ali Neevel
Travis Jansen
Becky DeKorte
Layla Obaseki

10/2
10/4
10/8
10/14
10/15

Al VanderZiel
Jim Bos
Lydia Anderson
Darrell Sandusky
Sally Harper

10/15
10/18
10/22
10/23
10/25

Jeanette Olbrich
Nancy Quillian
Jennifer Timmer
Caleigh Harrington

10/29
10/29
10/30
10/31

Happy Anniversary!!
Steve & Crystal Lundy
Roger & Judy Mulder
Garland & Shari Munger

10/1
10/12
10/16

John & Sandy Bedard
Ken & Kathy Brondyke
Ron & Mick Gebben

10/20
10/21
10/27

Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org

info@trinityrc.org

Pastor: Chris DeGraaf

chris@trinityrc.org

2014 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Jim Allen
Carol DeBoer
Dan Kruithof
Dianne Moker
Doug Schurman
Bill VanAuken

Kelly Brink
Kevin Brower
Rob Harrington
Ross Helmus
Tom Lampen
Steve Schurman

MINISTRY TEAM CHAIR PERSONS
Pastor Chris DeGraaf - Executive
Doug Schurman - Finance
Dianne Moker– Mission Team
Steve Schurman - Building and Grounds
Teresa Harrington - Spiritual Growth
Bill VanAuken - Worship
Jason Shoemaker– People Care
Ken Neevel—Stewardship

chris@trinityrc.org
douganddawnschurman@yahoo.com
D.moker28@gmail.com
sschurman0502@gmail.com
harringtont@westottawa.net
billvanauken@att.net
JasonShoemaker31@gmail.com
ken@rca.org

If you would like to join one of the Ministry Teams or if you have any ministry ideas,
please contact one of the Chair Persons.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED AT TRINITY CHURCH














Connection Café: Prepare, Serve, Clean Up Provide Goodies
Youth Leader
Nursery Attendants (Infant and Toddler)
Visit Shut-Ins
Monday Morning Work Group (small maintenance projects around the church)
Community Kitchen at Western Seminary (1st Thursday@11am)
Breakfast With Baby @ New Community 4th Church (Oct. 11 from 9-11:30am)
Trinity Care Closet (Oct. 8 & 22 from 3-6pm)
Worship Leader / Praise Team
Join a Ministry Team
Sound Room (training provided)
Volunteer in the Church Office
Start / Lead a Small Group Based on Your Favorite Hobby

