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Welcome to the September Connections!

As you grab a sweater for the slightly cooler breeze and get ready for the
appearance of everything pumpkin spice, we hope you enjoy the news and
stories and updates in these pages.....

Here you'll learn about our upcoming sermon series on how we can know
God through the world around us. You'll get an update on some changes
coming to our Children & Worship program, as well as an invite to get
involved! And flip a few more pages in and you'll find an update on our
Churches In Mission Team, and you'll get a glimpse of the beautiful quilting
work of Jan VanAuken in this month's Trinity Creates column. And a bonus
column as we enter the nominations process again: notes from our elders
and deacons about what it looks like to serve in this current season of our
congregation’s life.

Also, make sure you flip back to our Community Notes to get the latest on
our bible studies and groups starting up this month, birthdays and
anniversaries, the return of the 2™ Sunday Brunch, and an invitation to still
sign up for the Bus Trip to Frederick Meijer Gardens coming up on
September 12!

A snapshot from our August Community Picnic! There were chili dogs, ice
cream, popsicles, epic games of checkers, sidewalk chalk, and good
conversation! (Be sure to flip to the back to see a few more photos)



Like a Beautiful Book: Knowing God Through Creation

From September 1 to October 4, churches around the world and across
traditions set aside 5 Sundays to explore what we can learn about God
from the creation around us and about our responsibility as stewards
and care-takers of what God has made. This year, we are joining them!

But in true Reformed fashion, we are grounding our reflection in the
wisdom of The Belgic Confession. In Article 2, the Belgic lists the means
by which we know God. The first way we know God is by the creation of
the universe which is "before our eyes like a beautiful book in which all
creatures great and small are letters to make us ponder the invisible things
of God." So from the smallest lady bug to the largest polar bear, we can
ponder the ways of God as we attend to the world God made.

If we pay attention to the creation that is "before our eyes like a beautiful
book", what do we learn about God? What do we learn about how we
are to live as God's people?

Let's ponder this beautiful book together!

September 6 | Psalm 19

. The World and the Word
like'a 48

beautiiul
book

September 13 | Genesis 2:8-20
Our God and a Garden

September 20 | Genesis 9:1-17
A Rainbow and a Promise

September 17 | Colossians 1:15-20
The Cross and Creation

October 4 | Revelation 21:1-5, 22:1-5
A City and a Garden

We know God....by the creation,
preservation, and government
of the universe,

to make us ponder

the invisible things of God:
God's eternal power and
divinity...

From Belgic Confession Article 2

The heavens declare the glory
of God; the skies proclaim the
work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they
reveal knowledge. They have
no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.

Yet their voice goes out into all
the earth, their words to the
ends of the world.

From Psalm 19




TRINITY KIDS’ CORNER

Check out these good
children’s books available
at the Children’'s Worship
area in the sanctuary!
We're trying something new!

As our younger ones have aged up and out of the
Children & Worship curriculum, we're going to try

q a new thing from Sept-Dec.

“Baptized.
m“"*"Water

QBathere
P ahedahle

During our new Children's Story Time (hame still
TBD), leaders will use a short video format called
The So&So Show which engages kids in bible

stories with humor and a little slapstick fun. Each Sunday,
video will be framed by discussion and prayer and September 20
song! Children’s Story

Time Begins!
And instead of every week, we are going to try a g

balance of in-worship and out-of-worship for our

young ones. Children's Story Time will run on the All kids are welcome
2" and 3" week of the month. This means our to join Mrs. Lori to
kids are always in worship when we come to the chat about the
Table on the 1* Sunday - to either participate or .
— - : summer, sing songs,
SOPHIE® - become familiar with the sacrament. q q
L L and get re-connecte
HEIDELBERG CAT °
All kiddos (and grandkids!) from kindergarten age after the summer
to 5™ grade are welcome to join! break!

And we'd love feedback from parents and kids as
we try this new thing...

Hey! Have you led Children & Worship before? Or want to
know more before volunteering as a Story Time leader?
Join Lori Kooyers after the service on Sunday, September 6
for a brief orientation and discussion for the fall!



How is Churches in Mission Going?

The Churches in Mission Team has been working hard to listen well to our
church congregants and neighbors. We are proud to say that we've
conducted 40 interviews, which means we've gathered over 200
answers to questions that will shape a next step for Trinity's outreach
ministry. We've also answered questions about demographics for our
church and neighborhood; which will also give us clarity about the needs
and passions we have in our commubnities.

The team awaits a reading packet this month, which Western Theological
Seminary will provide now that we've completed the interviews. This
reading packet will have information that will be an aid in helping the team
tease out what we've heard and get curious about what it means to
respond faithfully as a church. We hope to identify guiding questions,
tension points, and next steps for local mission.

One team member remarks that the interview process has been;

“So insightful, I've discovered unexpected ways that people relate to
one another. This has helped me realize the importance of asking
instead of assuming I know how others think and engage within their

/
GOAL OF
E’I‘;ﬂE ISTO GET
TO KNOW OUR
NEIGHBORS...

community.”

“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, and mind. This is the first and
most important command. And the
second command is like the first: ‘Love
your neighbor as you love yourself™
-Matthew 22:37-49

Have you noticed the Churches
in Mission Bulletin Board by the
sanctuary and sound room?
Stop by to learn more about
the program and where Trinity
is at in the process!



Dear Trinity Family,

It seems impossible to realize it's time to ask members of
the congregation to serve as a member of our church
consistory again. Last year when | provided an update of
how much the deacons had taken care of and the
projects that were started, | was approached by many
members, who stated they had no idea the deacons were
responsible for so many things in our church.

This past year has been busy again, but the pace has
not been as frenetic! e have continued to gather
information related to placing a pavilion in our church
yard. The need for a covered, level place to gather was
demonstrated again at our picnic a few weeks ago. You
will hear about this on September 6th and 13th.

Working with Jim Allen the roof painting and subsequent
sidewalk repair was done. The continuing maintenance of
our church is becoming more intense as the church ages.
Jim is great at coming up with innovative solutions!

The fence surrounding our a/c unit needed repairs and
painting, again working with Jim a cost effective solution
was found. We want our church grounds to reflect the
care and love we have for our fantastic facility.

Personally, the biggest highlight of this past
year was our consistory “retreat”. The
consistory members spent a long afternoon
talking about what Trinity was in the past and
how we see Trinity in the future. We certainly

want to continue sharing our church with our
community. Many ideas were presented,
there needs to be discernment and planning
around the ideas, but how exciting for our
future!

T
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The roof being painted in the fall of 2025.
Look at the difference!

As deacons we are charged with caring for congregants
and community in a way that differs from the Elders. As
such, we provide Gateway gift cards in a meaningful way
to the community and care closet clients. We also
oversee the benevolence fund. We have helped many
in our community this year!

Personally, serving as deacon has been a blessing! My
faith has deepened.. I've learned so much about Trinity!
Done work that filled my soul and made lasting
relationships with fellow consistory members.

If you are contacted and asked to consider serving as a
deacon or an elder, | would encourage you to pray about
what that would mean to you and how you would grow
in your faith!

Jay Lynn Wheeler, Chair of Deacons
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WHAT'S IT LIKE TO BE AN ELDER?

Might you be curious about being an Elder for your
church? Let me share a little bit about what it is like to be
a new Elder.

Let's start with a broad overview: Contact, Care,
Prayer and Participate.

CONTACT

Every Elder has 20 or less contacts/families in their
elder group. Make a call, send a card, text or email. Let
them know you are their Elder.

Elder Groups

DID G
Ul

Each elder is
partnered with a
deacon, to ensure
we help care for all
of our congregants
needs!

Pastor Amanda Cell: 616-402-4671 or Email: amanda@trinityrc.org
Lot ot

ot 51302008

CARE

As you get to know “your people” you will also know
what concerns they have, what joys they have, and
what sorrows they are experiencing.

PRAYER

Pray with your people, for your people and for their
families. This is also a big part of caring.

PARTICIPATE

As part of the Consistory, you will participate in a
monthly day time meeting. One month it will be just the
Elders and the next month will be the full Consistory.

Last year, we held two bonus meetings...a Consistory
Retreat in the fall and a budget workshop in the
summer!

NO WORRIES

Please don't worry about what to do, what to know,
what to say, when to say it, etc. You will have a past
Elder Mentor who will help answer your questions!

These are just the basic duties of an elder. \We have
other tasks we help with throughout the year, such as
communion or Sunday morning responsibilities on a
5-week rotating schedule (or what we call Elder In
Charge).

This simply means you are the point person for a
Sunday morning worship service. The responsibilities
are simple, but your presence is important. See below
what they would look like on a typical Sunday morning
(once every 5-weeks).

" Join pre-service worship prayer at gam

" Help deacons collect the offering

" Consider (but not required!) leading the
congregational prayer, when not covered.

" Welcome guest preachers

" Fillin greeting and other duties, as needed.

I hope this information has given you courage to pray
and discern God’s will for your participation in our
Church family.

Dee Hubbard, Elder



Here’s the 2nd installment of our new Connections
column for 2026-2027! Over the course of the
next year, we are exploring all the different ways we
live into the image of our God through our
creativity and craft.

This month, we highlight our very own Jan
VanAuken who shares with us some of her creative
work...

Q: What do you create?

Jan: Quilts of various sizes

Q: When and how did you begin creating this way?

Jan: | enjoyed sewing garments in my teen years and
transitioned to quilting by using a kit for my first one,
followed by using patterns.

Now | enjoy doing some of my own designing. | like
cutting the fabric, running the sewing machine, some
hand stitching, viewing the finished product, feeling the
textures, the eye candy of colours, and giving them
away.

Our creative work “is a reflection of God’s
creativity, an evidence that we are made in the
image of God.”

-Francis Schaeffer

Q: What is one of your favorite things you've created?
Jan: A 10'x10" quilt called “Color My World" which took 18
months to complete and won 2" place in the Tulip Time
Quilt show. It almost fills a wall in our home.

Jan's award-winning “Color My World" quilt
above and in process to the left
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A Prayer for Quilting

Q: How does creating in this way impact your
connection with God? Guide my hands to work as Your hands worR,
Jan: Creativity is a process, so I've learned to enjoy the to know the power of Your love in every stitch |
process, not only the finished product. | imagine God make, in every thread | knot. May my hands be
enjoys the process of shaping us, his creatures. guided by the same love and care with every

quilt | make, knowing that this love and care
I hope my quilts bless the recipients, both family and was and is and will continue to be a gift of
friends, known and unknown, with joy and comfort and blessing to the one it is intended for.
love. Sometimes | get feedback and that is icing on the
cake. May the works of my hands be pleasing in

Your sight, O God. Lord, bless my work today.
| pray for the recipients as | construct the quilts.

As | choose materials and patterns, may | be

Top: A quilt made for a reminded of the uniqueness You blessed us all
grandchild with.

Bottom Left: A quilt made As | cut each length of thread, may | be

for a friend who reminded of the doors that must be closed in
nicknamed it “The QR our lives so that a new and stronger door may
Code™ be opened.

Below: A smaller quilt
intended for wall-hanging
or as a table-topper

As | twist each knot, may | be reminded of a
bond of love so strong, nothing will break it.

As | sew each stitch, may | be reminded of the
healing power of Your grace in each of us.

As | concentrate on my craft, may | be
reminded of the love and care You put into
each of our lives.

As | add my last stitch, tie my last knot, cut the
final cord, may | be reminded of the
completeness with which You commanded in
each of us before we were ever given to this
life.

by Patricia Hauze
©2003, Patricia Hauze (used with permission)

Thanks for sharing, Jan!

If you’re still interested in sharing your own creative
endeavours, send along to the Church Office photos and
your own answers to our 4 questions. We’d love to share
in an upcoming issue!



Sign up
using this
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Are you hungry?

JOIN US AT BOB EVANS ON 24™ ST
Thursday, September 17 at 9:30AM

Trinity Care Closet

This month, Care Closet needs the following items. Would you please consider making a donation to
assist our neighbors who could benefit from some extra support?

Look for the donation basket located on the Welcome Desk!

Thank you very much for your continued support of Trinity's Care Closet.

Donations of the Month

SEPTEMBER
DISH SOAP

+
LIQUID HAND
SOAP

a._
!ﬁiﬂ! Trinity

Reformed Church



Trinity Bus Trip

to
7

i mihdoor and outdogr exhibits

Saturday, Sepember 12, 202

Dale Chihuly is an American artist who transforms spaces with experiments in color, light,
transparency, and form. He is known for his exhibitions and large-scale architectural
installations around the world and for revolutionizing the studio glass movement.

Join us for a bus trip to one of the nation's most beautiful botanical gardens and sculpture
parks. Price includes general admission to the Garden and Sculpture Park plus the indoor
Chihuly exhibit.

Optional use of the Hop-On, Hop Off tram for touring the gardens is available for $10.

Departure Location Trinity Parking Lot

Departure Time 9:00 AM

Indoor gallery tour 10:15 am

Explore the gardens 11:00 am- 4:00 pm

Lunch On your own at the Cafe, or you may bring a sack lunch which

can be kept by staff while you explore.
Depart Meijer Gardens 4:30 PM

Cost $28 per person (includes bus transportation, garden admission
and indoor exhibit)

Optional $10 additional to ride the Hop-On/Hop-Off tram. Purchase this
ticket on-site.

Sign up at the Welcome desk. There are 20 seats available on the bus.

Payment is required by Sept 6 If youd like to drlve. separately,
srale clheelke sul s Ty Chuet please note that on the sign-up sheet and

See Sandy B for more info you can still get the group ticket price.

VSV VEYE VS VS VS VS VEVEVEVEVEVZVEVEVENE



Second Sunday Brunch

Sundday, September 13

A Food Club

We are hosting a mini food drive for our
friends at Community Action House!
Let's help build a stronger and healthier
community by stocking the shelves with

pasta (whole wheat or gluten-free
OATMEAL & YOGURT varieties) and pasta sauces.
BREAKFAST BAR :
Please join us, in the gym, after the Sunday - pg0 — -
morning worship service. Further details on how RE=d | bt )
you can participate and RSVP can be found at the ; =AIE o r i S

. o | Doy
Welcome Desk. ' . x:i-

*

.

Women of the Word

SiBible Suill The Tuesday morning women's Bible study will
Vomsles e ST resume meeting on Tuesday, September 15"

at 9:30AM in the Reflections Room.
% All are welcome!
We will be studying the Book of Matthew.
Tuesdays 9:30-11:00am

Reflections Room
Interested in joining us?
Reach out to Dee Hubbard for more information.

Contact: Dee Hubbard 616-566-5520



Thanks for joining us for our Community Picnic!

3 A s e

Goven to Cover Book Glub

The 2026/2027 Book Club will meet for the first time this season
on Thursday, September 24 at 7pm.
If you are interested in joining, please let Sharon Kruse know!

September | The Impossible Fortune by Richard Osman

October | Capote’s Women by Laurence Leamer

November | Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus

December | NO MEETING

January | Horse by Geraldine Brooks

February | Something to Look Forward To by Fannie Flagg

March | Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict/Victoria Christopher Murray
April | The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid

May | Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt

Cover to Cover Book Club will meet in The Reflections Room at Trinity
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September Birthdays .
4
Sandra Coverstone 09/01 Neil DeBoer 09/21 .
Linda Johnson 09/02 Karen Brandsen 09/22
Jayden Silva 09/03 Simon Garza 09/22 a N
Robin Dryer 09/16 Mary Verburg 09/27 s
Steve Lundy 09/18 Beth Borgman 09/28
Shirley Vereeke 09/19 Judy Blauwkamp 09/29
Teresa Harrington 09/20 Nita Bos 09/30
'-
A Y ] ]
‘e September Anniversaries
Dave + Judy Tanis 09/01
\
4 John + Penny Houting 09/12
Dan + Kim Schrotenboer 09/19
¢ 1 Py Ron + Judy Blauwkamp 09/29



Sunday

Monday

September 2026

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

30

Amanda | Vacation
8:00am- 9:00amTRC
Worship Team

31
1:00pm-2:00pm
Churches in

1
7:00pm- 9:00pm
Bread House

2
10:00am-
11:00am Bulletin

3
5:30pm-6:30pm
Bread House

5
Church Building
Closed at 8pm

10:45am- 11:30amTRC
Post-Service Coffee
11:00am-
12:00pmBread House
Coffee & Breakfast
11:00am-
11:30amDigging
Deeper
11:30am-12:00pmBH
Set-up + Rehearsal
12:00pm-
4:00pmBread House
Worship

Practice
5:30pm-8:00pm
Athletic
Sensations |
Baton Twirling
Class

6:00pm-7:30pm
Girl Scout Troop
Meeting
7:00pm-9:00pm
Bread House
Bible Study

6:30pm- 9:00pm
Bread House
Family Night
7:00pm
Community
Connections
Meeting

Rehearsal - Mission Team Bible Study Folding Group Set-up
%i?:hr{g 11:00amTRC | njeeting (Cafe) 6:30pm- 9:00pm
10:45am- 11:30amTRC | 5:00pm-7:00pm Bread House
Ef-sotézen:\-”ce Coffee Bread House Family Night
12;OOmeread House Pralse & WOFShIp
Coffee & Breakfast Practice
11:00am-
11:30amDigging
Deeper
11:30am- 12:00pmBH
Set-up + Rehearsal
12:00pm-
4:00pmBread House
Worship
5:00pm- 8:00pmaAll
City Youth Fall Kick-
Off Event
g‘oo - 9:00amTRC 7 8 9 10 1 12
Worship Team Labor Day 9:00am- 10:00am-~ 5:30pm-6:30pm | Patriot Day 9:00am Frederik
Rehearsal 11:00am- 10:30am Care 11:00am Bulletin | Bread House Meijer Gardens |
8\}3oahm_ 11:00amTRC | 1:00pm Closet Packaging | Folding Group Set-up Bus Trip
T045am-11:30amTre | Executive Team | 7:00pm-9:00pm | 10:00am- 6:30pm- 9:00pm Church Building
Post-Service Coffee Meeting Bread House 12:00pm Care Bread House Closed at 8pm
11:00am- 5:00pm-7:00pm | Bible Study Closet Family Night
Coffocd reaifust - | Bread House 7:00pm
11:00am- Praise & Worship Community
%%gOS?Dngmg Practice Connections
11:30am- 12:00pmBH | 6:00pm-8:00pm Meeting
Set-up + Rehearsal Finance Team
12:00pm- i
4:00p?nnl13read House l\/Ieetmg
Worship
B ooamae | 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship Team 5:00pm-7:00pm | 9:30am- 10:00am- 9:30am- 6:00pm- Church Building
Rehearsal Bread House 11:00am WOW | 11:00am Bulletin | 10:30am Third 9:00pm Bread Closed at 8pm
9130ahm- 11:00amTRC | Praise & Worship | Book of Matthew | Folding Group Thursday House
Yoo Practice 12:30pm- Breakfast Leadership
11:45amSecond 2:30pm 5:30pm-6:30pm | Meeting
Sunday Brunch Consistory Bread House
10:45am-11:30amTRC
6:00pm-7:30pm Set-up
Second Sund
Biﬁggh e Girl Scout Troop 6:30pm-9:00pm
%Eggaﬁéread House Meeting Brea-d Ho-use
Coffon 2 Broakfast 7:00pm- 9:00pm Family Night
11:30am- 12ﬁOOpmlBH Bread House
Set-up +R i
126:0%%%6 earsa Bible Study
4:00pmBread House
Worship
gpoo o00amTRE 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship Team 5:00pm-7:00pm | First Day of 10:00am- Connections 6:00pm- Church Building
Rehearsal Bread House Autumn 11:00am Bulletin | Deadline 9:00pm Bread Closed at 8pm
\%3Oahm'11ZOOamTRC Praise & Worship | Holland Classis Folding Group 5:30pm-6:30pm | House Prayer
Tousar 11:30amTRe | Practice Meeting 7:00pm- 9:00pm | Bread House Meeting
Post-Service Coffee 5:30pm-8:00pm | 9:30am- Worship Life Set-up
10:45am- e Athletic 11:00am WOW | Meeting 6:30pm-9:00pm
TogmTrinity Talkst | Sensations | Book of Matthew Bread House
12:00pmBread House | Baton Twirling 11:45am- Family Night
Coffee & Breakfast Class 12:45pm Staff 7:00pm- 8:00pm
o aaomeH Meeting Cover to Cover
12:00pm- 7:00pm- 9:00pm Book Club
4:00pmBread House Bread House
Worship Rihlg Sty
§-7oo - 9:00amTRC 28 29 30 g o
Worship Team 5:00pm-7:00pm | 9:30am- 10:00am- 5:30pm- 6:30pm 11:00am-
Rehearsal Bread House 11:00am WOW | 11:00am Bulletin | Bread House 6:30pm Jimenez
%i?sah% 11:00amTRC | Praise & Worship | Book of Matthew | Folding Group Set-up Baby Shower

Church Building
Closed at 8pm

To view the most up-to-date calendar online go to trinityrc.org/resources/calendar




Trinity Consistory

Elders: Deacons:
Teresa Harrington, Vice President Jay Lynn Wheeler, Chair
Dee Hubbard Neil DeBoer
Bob Koning Rick Fisher
Tom Lampen Warren Kooyers, Treasurer
Jan VanAuken Dianne Moker

Trinity Staff

Rev. Amanda Bakale, Pastor amanda@trinityrc.org
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer hope@trinityrc.org
Samantha Valentine, Office Administrator samantha@trinityrc.org
Jim Allen, Facilities Coordinator jim@trinityrc.org
Dan Kruithof, Custodian dan@trinityrc.org

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday | 9gam to 1pm

After Hours Emergency Contact Pastor Amanda | 616.402.4671

712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423

Trlnlty (616) 396-6526

Reformed Church

www.trinityrc.org | info@trinityrc.org
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	I hope my quilts bless the recipients, both family and friends, known and unknown, with joy and comfort and love. Sometimes I get feedback and that is icing on the cake.
	I pray for the recipients as I construct the quilts.

	Top: A quilt made for a grandchild
	Bottom Left: A quilt made for a friend who nicknamed it “The QR Code”!
	Below: A smaller quilt intended for wall-hanging or as a table-topper


	A Prayer for Quilting
	Guide my hands to work as Your hands work, to know the power of Your love in every stitch I make, in every thread I knot. May my hands be guided by the same love and care with every quilt I make, knowing that this love and care was and is and will continue to be a gift of blessing to the one it is intended for.
	May the works of my hands be pleasing in Your sight, O God. Lord, bless my work today.
	As I choose materials and patterns, may I be reminded of the uniqueness You blessed us all with.
	As I cut each length of thread, may I be reminded of the doors that must be closed in our lives so that a new and stronger door may be opened.
	As I twist each knot, may I be reminded of a bond of love so strong, nothing will break it.
	As I sew each stitch, may I be reminded of the healing power of Your grace in each of us.
	As I concentrate on my craft, may I be reminded of the love and care You put into each of our lives.
	As I add my last stitch, tie my last knot, cut the final cord, may I be reminded of the completeness with which You commanded in each of us before we were ever given to this life.
	Thanks for sharing, Jan!
	If you’re still interested in sharing your own creative endeavours, send along to the Church Office photos and your own answers to our 4 questions. We’d love to share in an upcoming issue!
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	Saturday, September 12, 2026
	Women of the Word
	Book of Matthew
	Interested in joining us?
	Reach out to Dee Hubbard for more information.
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	Thanks for joining us for our Community Picnic!
	Psalm 91
	You have an angel
	right by your side
	taking care of you
	both day and night
	when trials befall
	and you struggle with it all
	Look at your angel
	and you will not fall
	Though you
	may hurt
	Clench your fist
	Open your hand
	Pretend a kiss
	your angel
	will catch your kiss
	in her hand
	Now you stand
	and walk away
	You will be
	fine today
	Written and submitted by Linda Louisa Johnson
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