
 Have you ever asked the question,  

      "What on earth am I here for?"  

 

It is a question that many if not all of us have 
asked ourselves at some point in life. The answer 
to that question has life changing implications. 
Make sure you donôt miss even a week of this   
important series of sermons based on the        
best-selling book "The Purpose Driven Life" by 

Rick Warren. Pastor Chris will explore the five purposes from a Biblical perspective 
and help you to discover God's purpose for your life. 

  

April 27  We were planned for God's pleasure 

So your first purpose is to offer real worship. 

May 3  We were formed for God's family 

So your second purpose is to enjoy real fellowship. 

May 10  We were created to become like Christ, 

So your third purpose is to learn real discipleship. 

May 17  We were shaped for serving God 

So your fourth purpose is to practice real ministry. 

May 24  We were made for a mission 

So your fifth purpose is to live out real evangelism. 

 

It is my prayer that through this sermon series we will all grow in the Biblical under-
standing of what it means to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  We all have the opportunity 
to become more like Christ through the attitudes and actions of our lives.  If you have 
a copy of the book ñThe Purpose Driven Lifeò I would encourage you to dust it off and 
begin reading it.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Chris  
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Progress Updates for April and May  
  

Landscaping ï Thank you! 
Thank you! Thank you! To all 
those who helped make our 
work day a huge success.  As 
you can see all of the old 
landscaping has been re-
moved and we are ready for 
the installation of our new 
landscaping.  That work will 
be taking place on the week-
ends over the next month.  
Make sure you check out our 
progress each week.  All of 
the new landscaping will be 
giving our church grounds a beautiful and inviting look. 

Search Team for Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry and Care ï We are currently receiving re-
sumeôs and pastoral profiles for this position.   The job description and advertisement for the 
position have been finalized and published in many places.  If you know of someone who is 
interested in this position please encourage them to contact the church office for more infor-
mation. We will be receiving applicants until May 16.  

Custodian ï The Consistory has placed an advertisement in our church publications as we 
begin the process of looking for a part-time custodian.  This position will be a combination of 
building upkeep/cleaning as well as coordination of volunteers to have our building continually 
ready for our ministry programs. If you are interested in this position please see pastor Chris 
for a job description.  

Roof ï replacement of the roof has been approved and the contractor selected. We donôt have a 
specific date for this work to be done, but we are on the contractorôs work schedule for the 
summer. Updates will be shared as we have a more specific time frame.   

 



"Jesus really messed me up!"  Shane Claiborne shared this quote about how he 

really changed when he truly encountered his savior in Jesus Christ.  What does 

it mean to be a true follower of Jesus?  Some of the things that Shane shared at 

Genesis were an echo from Pastor Chris's sermons based on the book Not a 

Fan.  The point is that when we declare Jesus as Lord of our lives, that commit-

ment should transform us and we should look and act differently.  I was convict-

ed to consider to what extent do I really put others first, or do I just do whatever 

is in my best interest?  On our last day, we saw a video of an  Indian nun com-

forting a starved orphaned boy who was writhing in his pain.  Her hands were   

moving up and down him and over his head; gradually his writhing ceased and 

his eyes were locked onto hers as she was  administering the love of Jesus to 

him.   My words and actions should wash over a person as this nun's hands did 

over that   hungry, hurting boy.  We   encounter people all the time who are hurt-

ing in this world and hungry for God's love; it's our job to follow Jesus daily and 

share that love!                                                        

        -Teresa Harrington 

Grand traverse resort is a great place for      

Genesis. The staff was very helpful and 

seem to connect with the youth. I think the 

senior high youth group where vary recep-

tive of the message and challenge put be-

fore them. There is so much happening 

for them and it still gave ample time for 

reflection. The prayer chapel with all its 

stations of prayer was wonderful. I hope 

that this will be an opportunity way into the      

future for all the youth to experience!                   

      ð  Rob Harrington   

GENESIS 2014  
What a great mountain top experience.  I wish worship could 

be like it was at  Genesis all the time.  A weekend like this is 

why I will always do Youth Ministry, even when I am old and 

grey!  All of the tough times we have  working with students are 

made up for by these times when I see Godôs children worship 

Him  authentically.  ð  Jon Wolters    

I had so much fun at Genesis 

this year. It was one of my last 

youth retreats as a senior. I'm 

glad I got to spend time with 

everyone. And I'm going to miss 

going on them, but I know God 

has amazing plans for me and I 

can't wait to find out what.         

      ð  Alani Dannenberg 

My experience at Genesis was amazing! 

It was so much fun getting to get closer 

with this group of people. Everything 

about it was great, even the small times 

when I just got to hang out in our room. 

The speaker was really cool and always 

had something interesting to talk about 

in his sermons. I really look forward to 

doing this again in my Senior year!  

 ð  Noah Helmus  



Genesis 2014 was truly amazing! Going to a gathering where there are so 

many Christians all together and worshipping in one building is an    amaz-

ing feeling, it gave me a glimpse of what Heaven will be like some day. The 

band played, and their songs made me want to just celebrate Gods glory. 

The  speaker was amazing! The stories he told were  inspirational and 

made me want to go and do something to show God's love to others, he 

said something that I think stuck with most of the students and leaders 

"Calcutta is everywhere" it was basically meaning that you don't have to 

travel to the other side of the world to find those in need, you can find them 

right here in your hometown. On the last day, our last session my cousin 

(Kim), Mady and I went to the front by the band. This time when they start-

ed singing and playing I just couldn't stop myself from smiling because I felt 

Gods presence, the message was once again amazing and then we had 

communion, and getting that many people through communion can take 

quite sometime. A youth group gathered their members and held hands 

and started singing "Sanctuary" they   invited us along and the mumbles in 

the room died down as thirty or so people started singing, expanding all the 

while with others who wanted to join. The band joined us and we were all 

singing "Sanctuary"; it was powerful and I left Genesis that same day with a 

whole new perspective, I was sad but I knew my plan was to spread Gods 

glory, knowing that I will once again some day have that same mountain-

top experience and   perhaps with my plan put into action, I would have 

others I'd be able to share that experience with.   

ð  Caleigh Harrington 

Genesis was an amazing experience, I looked forward to it 

each time I went and this year was my last and I am so sad 

that I  cannot experience this again.  I hope many other youth 

groups have the chance to experience this like I did it truly 

makes a  difference and I am thankful I had the opportunity 

to be involved in a program like this.  ð  Kim Pelon 

Genesis was a fun and educational event for me. 

The speaker did a very good job at explaining and 

challenging us in the subject of reaching out. He 

gave real life examples and with each example 

gave some sort of challenge or motivation to go 

along with that event. The games and fun opportu-

nities were available and easy to find and take part 

in. The band Rush of Fools did a wonderful job 

with the music and the worship time we had. Gen-

esis was a great trip and by far one of the most 

Influential retreats I've been a part of!    

ð  Zach Hamilton 

Genesis was an absolutely 

amazing experience. Our 

youth group really grew to-

gether through things like    

Archery tag, devotions, play-

ing games, and just  hanging 

out. I absolutely loved the 

speaker he really challenged 

me to live my life more like 

Jesus lived. Also, Rush of 

Fools, the band that led wor-

ship, was absolutely amazing! 

I had such a fun time at Gene-

sis, and grew in my faith 

through of it. I am so glad we 

got to go!  ð  Mady Buursma  



 

Thank You!! 

Thank you to all who volunteered their 

time, and cooking skills, and to our chil-

dren on our Wednesday Night Family 

Nights. What a good time to worship, 

talk, learn and listen. Thank you to all 

who came and enjoyed a good meal, if 

you want to continue to get together with 

friends you have made along the way, 

feel free to meet with friends any night of 

the week in your backyard during the 

summer months!  

 Easter Egg Hunt 2014 

Was a huge hit with the kids, we had a 

beautiful day and they had fun,        

decorating their bags, searching for 

eggs and listening to the Easter Story! 

Thank you to all who came to help           

volunteer Saturday for our Spring Clean up!   


