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There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under the heavens.
Ecclesiastes 3:1

As we approach the end of another year, we often take a look back on both the joys and
struggles that we have experienced in 2016. Our lives are filled with a variety of emotions and
events that shape who we are and who we become. The birth of a grandchild brings hope and
joy. The death of a parent brings grief and the reminder of our own mortality. A new job brings
greater purpose and security. A new sickness brings difficulty, struggle and regular doctor
appointments. Our lives often seem to be a contrast of emotional highs and lows.
Looking back is a healthy exercise for us though – it can provide us perspective, help us
in our daily decisions and direct our future steps. We should all take time in our personal and
family lives to look back and see what God has done. In turn as well, we should consider
today what God is doing in our lives, what God is teaching us, and consider wisely each next
step. God’s leading into our future certainly takes into account where we have been and what
currently fills our thoughts and lives. When we consider the whole scope of life, we see the
thread of God’s presence with us through it all.
Trinity Reformed Church has been on a similar journey over the past 105 years as well.
Great joys have filled our life together. Tough times, division and heart-ache have been part of
our story as well. Emotionally charged arguments have been heard within the walls of this
church as well as many “parking lot” meetings. These joys and difficulties have shaped us.
Some we embrace with joy – others we wish we could forget. Through it all though, God’s
people here at Trinity Church have been responding of the call of God to spread the Good
News of the gospel of Jesus Christ within our community. The thread of God’s presence has
been woven into the very fabric of who we are as a church community.
As 2017 quickly approaches, we should do two things. First, look back and see what
God has been teaching us. Second, we should look forward to where God is leading us and
boldly step forward in faith. As your pastor here at Trinity, I pray that together we might
prayerfully consider what we have learned and where God is leading. I believe that God has
more good things in store for us as a church family. I believe we all take part in living into
those good things. Let’s together commit to following God’s leading and step out in faith as
God leads us into 2017.
Blessings,
Pastor Christopher DeGraaf
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THANK YOU GRETCHEN!!
At the conclusion of 2016,
Gretchen Fisher will be retiring
as our Assistant Treasurer.
Gretchen has served Trinity Church
in this role for the past 30 years!
As a congregation we give great thanks
to Gretchen for her dedication
to serving God in this way.
Please take an opportunity to say
congratulations and thanks to
Gretchen over the next month.

THANK YOU!!
Hanging of the Greens held on November 20 was an evening filled with
meaningful activity. All of this activity translated into the lovely sanctuary
we enjoy every Sunday during Advent. Many hands strung lights, set up trees,
put up the manager scene, made Christmas cards for shut ins and our
missionaries, put the Advent wreath in place, made and decorated cookies
and the list goes on and on!!! The experience of preparing our place of
worship and our hearts for the coming Messiah never grows old. A big thanks
to all who participated!! Your efforts are definitely on display and
appreciated by all who enter our doors to worship.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Our Christmas Eve service will be Saturday
December 24 at 4pm. The theme of this
service will be Bringing Our Gifts to the
Savior. What do you have to offer?
Maybe you can sing, present an
appropriate reading or poem, perform
a liturgical dance to your favorite Christmas
carol or play a musical instrument.
Have an idea? Please sign up at the table in
the gathering area or see Pastor Chris or
John Taylor by December 15.

CHRISTMAS DAY AT TRINITY
Our Christmas Celebration continues
at 9:30am and 11:10am
Christmas Day.

Bring your family and friends
as together we worship the
Newborn King!
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Senior Ministries Christmas Breakfast Potluck
December 14 at 9:30 am at Trinity
Sign up today for our 2nd annual Christmas breakfast. If you
would like to provide a dish to pass, please select either an
egg dish, bakery item or fruit. Who do you know that could
use an extra lift this holiday season? Invite a friend to join you
for a time of good food, good conversation and celebration.

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS FOR OUR SHUT-INS
Be a part of the true spirit of Christmas by blessing Trinity’s shut-ins.
You are invited to get involved in the following ways:
＊

Cookies - Donate, help pack and/or deliver homemade cookies. Cookies need to
be to church before worship on Dec. 18. Immediately following worship that day,
the cookies will be arranged on individual plates and then during the week of the
18th, they will be delivered. Please sign up at the information table

＊

Christmas Cards - A list of Trinity shut-ins is available at the information table in
the gathering area. Prepare your cards and drop them in the designated box by
December 11. The cards will be sorted and delivered with the Christmas cookies.
Questions? See Pastor Deb or call the church office (396-6526) Thank you!!

Salvation Army Angel Tree
Trinity Church is sponsoring a Salvation Army Angel Tree again this year. Tags
representing children in need in the area are on the tree in the Gathering Area.
Choose a tag, purchase a toy and/or cold-weather item for the child & bring it
back to church UNWRAPPED between November 20 - December 18.
Questions? Contact Kim Schrotenboer (392-0522). Thank you!
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365 JOURNEY IN THE WORD






Are you gonna make it? Did you do it? We would love to know if you were able to
complete the 365: Journey the Word by reading your Chronological Bible this year.
Please contact the church office at 616-396-6526 and let us know. Really, really
close? Let us know that. We will be celebrating what God has done the Pancake
Breakfast sponsored by our Youth on Sunday, January 15 following both services.
Do you have a story to share? How has reading the Bible together as family, as
friends and/or a congregation affected you and yours? Let Pastor Deb know so that
we can encourage others.
500 Bibles. That’s how many have been distributed during 2016. God’s Word spread
far and wide through 365, across ethnicities and language groups, across age groups,
to both able - bodied and the physically limited, and the wealthy and the
impoverished. The Bible was shared regardless of denominational ties and whether
recipients are mature believers, baby Christians or those yet to be convinced. God’s
Word is at work in the world to accomplish His purpose. May you be blessed on your
journey as you continue to seek his Will through the studying of His Word.
As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.- Isaiah 55:10-11

Assistant Treasurer
Trinity Church is looking to fill the position of Assistant Treasurer
beginning January 1, 2017. If you are interested in applying for this
position, please submit a resume to Pastor Chris as soon as possible.
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK
TUESDAYS, 11:00 am – noon Through December 6
“That the World May Know” Bible Study led by Pastor Deb. Visit the Holy
Land with Ray VanderLaan and get an up-close look at the places we
read about in the biblical text. Each week we will watch a short video,
filmed on location, in order to understand the culture and the people of
biblical times. Then we will follow up with a faith lesson to help deepen
our own journeys of faith. Watch God’s Word come alive! Hope you will join me in the
Connection Café.

TUESDAYS, NOON – 1:00 PM
365 Bible Study. Bring your Chronological Bible and join us as we
continue to read and study God’s Word together. Getting a bit behind?
Our group will help you re-engage with the Scripture. We meet in the
Connection Café. There will be no Bible Study on Tuesday, December
27th. This group will resume for 2 weeks in January 2017: January 3 & 10.

WEDNESDAYS, 10-11AM
365 Bible Study in the Theater at Appledorn West (3rd floor). There will be
NO Bible Study on Wednesday, December 28th. This study will resume
for 2 weeks in January 2017: January 4 & 11.

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST RESUMES IN JANUARY
Please join Pastor Deb for breakfast at Bob Evans at 9:30 am on Thursday,
January 19, 2017. Bring a friend. The conversation is welcoming. The folks
are friendly. The service is great and the food delicious. Come get to know
the people you sit next to on Sunday morning a little bit better. Know
someone who is tired of eating alone? Invite them to join you. A sign up
sheet will be available in January.
Looking ahead:

Thursday, February 16th
Thursday, March 16th

LOOKING AHEAD


Beginning in February 2017: Senior Bible Study “Tuesdays at 10:00” at Trinity.



Beginning February 2017: Ray VanderLaan’s “That the World May Know” on
Wednesdays at 10:00 am at Appledorn West.

7

8

DECEMBER 2016 CALENDAR
Women of the Word 9:30am
Dec 14
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am

Dec 1

Community Kitchen @ Western
Seminary 11am
Worship & Communion 9:30m
Worship & Communion 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
Hands in Service Team 6:30pm
Adult Bible Study 11am
365 Adult Small Group noon
Staff Meeting 2:30pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
365 Small Group @
Appledorn West 10am
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
365 Teen/Adult Small Group

Dec 4
Dec 5
Dec 6

Dec 7

6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm
Women of the Word 9:30am

Dec 8

Turning Pages Reading Group

365 Small Group @
Appledorn West 10am
Care Closet 3pm
Family Dinner 6pm
Little Lambs 6:45pm
Travellers 6:45pm
365 Teen/Adult Small Group

Dec 15
Dec 18

Dec 20

Dec 21

noon

Congregational Dinner & Meeting

6:30pm

Dec 10

Breakfast with Baby @ 4th Church

Dec 11

Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am
Middle/High School Youth 5pm
365 Adult Small Group noon
Staff Meeting 2:30pm
Discipleship Team 6pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Praise Team 7pm

Dec 13

10am
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Dec 22
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 29

6:45pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm
Senior Christmas Breakfast 9:30am
Women of the Word 9:30am
Worship Life Ministry Team 7pm
Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am

Middle/High School Youth
Christmas Party 5pm
365 Adult Small Group noon
Staff Meeting 2:30pm
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Praise Team7pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
365 Small Group @
Appledorn West 10am
All Church Dinner & Christmas
Party 6pm
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm
Women of the Word 9:30am
Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm
Christmas Eve Worship 4pm

Merry Christmas!!
Worship 9:30am
Worship 11:10am

Church Office Closed
Teen/Adult Basketball 6:30pm
Praise Team7pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Adult Choir Practice 6:45pm
Women of the Word 9:30am

December 8, 2016 - Congregational Meeting
Dinner is at 6:30pm. Subs and beverages are provided - please sign up to bring
a salad or dessert to pass. The meeting will begin at 7:15pm.
Please join us as we review the blessings of the past year and look forward to 2017
to celebrate God’s goodness here at Trinity Reformed Church!
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Trinity Reformed Church
712 Apple Avenue Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526 Fax: (616) 396-8513
www.trinityrc.org
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TRINITY STAFF
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director
Gretchen Fisher, Assistant Treasurer
Barb Long, Secretary

chris@trinityrc.org
phil@trinityrc.org
deb@trinityrc.org
john@trinityrc.org
gretchen@trinityrc.org
barb@trinityrc.org

2016 TRINITY CONSISTORY
Elders

Deacons

Gregg Harper
Dan Kruithof
Kim Schrotenboer
Nancy Smith
Bill VanAuken
Paul VanderStarre

Sandy Bedard
Kelly Brink
John Houting
Tim Kroll
Matt Oom
Pat Yurk

Happy Birthday!!
Kimberlynn Oom
Al Kooyers
Mary Naber
Emily Anderson
Barb Long
Barb Stehouwer
Ed Prince
Joyce Warncke

12/1
12/3
12/3
12/5
12/5
12/5
12/7
12/8

Ken Borgman
Andrea VanNuil
Lori Sandusky
Andrew Bedard
Vern Houting
Amanda Coverstone
Gretchen Fisher
Kelli Green

12/11
12/11
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/19

Joyce Harper
Jim Allen
Linda Allen
Bob Gell
Dan Kruithof
Bev DeKorte
Amanda Eckermann
Ramona Garza

12/19
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/24
12/28
12/31

Happy Anniversary!!
Vern & Leona Houting

12/1

Rob & Teresa Harrington

12/16

Gregg & Sally Harper

SNOWBIRDS!!
As you prepare to travel to warmer
climates for the winter months, please notify
the office with your winter address and phone
number, as well as the dates you will be gone
so we may stay in contact with you.
Thank you!
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