
   
 TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH DECEMBER 2018 

connections 

Advent Is Here! 

December 2 – December 25 
 

 

 

OFFER YOUR GIFTS TO THE SAVIOR                   

WEDNESDAY    DECEMBER 19 

Following dinner at 6pm, we will gather in the               

Sanctuary for our Annual “Offer Your Gifts to the 

Savior” service. Children are invited to participate 

in a Christmas pageant. Musicians, dancers,               

painters, readers and writers are welcome. What 

gift would you like to share either as an individual 

or as a group? Sign up at the information table! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT SUNSET: SERVICE OF CAROLS @ 5:00 PM     

Join us as we gather to sing the beloved carols of the season. Piano, organ and 

candlelight provide the setting for families joining together to celebrate the birth of 

the Christ Child.  

 

 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE 

Bring an ornament with your family’s name on it 

as well as the date, and we will hang it on our 

big Christmas Tree.  Together, we are family and 

every year we will put your ornament on our 

tree  to symbolize our loved ones who call Trinity 

“home”.   Questions???? Call Pastor Deb. 
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CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS FOR                                                                

TRINITY SENIORS 

Be a part of the true spirit of Christmas by blessing Trinity’s shut-ins.                                                            

You are invited to get involved in the following ways: 

＊ Cookies - Donate, help pack and/or deliver homemade cookies. Cookies need to be to 

church before worship on Dec. 16. Immediately following worship that day, 

the cookies will be arranged on individual plates and then during the week 

of the 18th, they will be delivered. Please sign up at the information table.  

＊ Christmas Cards - A list of Trinity shut-ins is available at the information 

table in the gathering area. Prepare your cards and drop them in the 

designated box by December 16. The cards will be sorted and delivered 

with the Christmas cookies.  

Questions? See Pastor Deb or call  the church office (396-6526) Thank you!! 

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE 

Trinity Church is sponsoring a Salvation Army                                                
Angel Tree again this year.                                                                              

Tags representing children in need in the          
area are on the tree in the Gathering Area.                                                                                  

Choose a tag, purchase a toy and/or                        
cold-weather item for the child                                          

& bring it back to church                                                        
UNWRAPPED by DECEMBER 12.                                                                             

Questions?                                                                                       
Contact Kim Schrotenboer (392-0522)                                   

Thank you! 
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Trinity Day of Service  

“Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others,  

as faithful stewards of God’s grace  

in its various forms.”                        

        1 Peter 4:10                                                                        
 

On Sunday, December 30, we will be worshipping 

God by serving our community. We will gather at 

9:30 to share breakfast together, pray and be sent 

to be the Body of Christ in the community. There 

will be many projects and opportunities for             

everyone to engage with on this day – right at     

Trinity and out in our community.  

You don’t want to miss this amazing time of              

fellowship and serving. 

There will be something for everyone to do no  

matter your age or ability. Please come and invite 

others to share in serving together.   
 

Morning Schedule:  

9:30am     Gather for Breakfast  

10:00am    Prayer, Song and Sending  

10:15am-12:00pm  Being the Body of Christ                                             

     in the Community  
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Trinity Sponsored Basketball Team 

Trinity is sponsoring a Holland Rec basketball team this winter. Shirts with the Trinity logo 

have been designed and the team is ready to play! Come out and cheer them on! 

December 6  8:30pm  At Pine Ridge School, 623 W 40th St. 

December 13 8:30pm  At Pine Ridge School, 623 W. 40th St. 

December 20 8:15pm  At Holland Christian High School 

January 3  6:30pm  At Pine Ridge School, 623 W 40th St. 
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Note from Pastor Deb  

 The turkey has been eaten, black Friday has come and gone and the greens have 

been hung. The stores began decorating even before the kids went trick or treating and 

the radio has been playing Christmas music for a whole month already. It’s that time of 

year again.   

 Some of you may feel excited about decorations and parties and family get-

togethers.  Others may dread the busyness, the noise, the chaos and the messiness. Still 

others feel a deep sadness because this is when the losses feel the greatest and loneliness 

the worst. Wherever you find yourself, you are not alone. We, the people of Trinity, bring all 

sorts of emotions and stories to the table. We bring both sadness and gladness because of 

our differing circumstances – and both are welcome here. 

 We are family and when we strip away all of the fa-la-la of the season we are left 

with the real message of Christmas. We are loved so much that God sent his only Son to be 

born in a manger – fully human yet fully divine. We are loved so much that God grew his 

Son into a man that taught what it means to love God and to love each other. We are 

loved so much that he allowed his Son to die on the cross in payment for our sins – so that 

we might be forgiven. We are loved so much that we don’t have to do anything to earn 

this gift of grace. We just have to accept the gift by acknowledging that we are indeed 

sinners and that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior – there is no other. 

 This Advent season, my prayer for you is that wherever you are on your journey, you 

will know how special you are to your Creator. I pray that you can experience true joy 

found only through Jesus and that it will put everything else in your life in perspective. May 

you ponder “What Child is This”.  May you “Wonder as [You] Wander”. May you experience 

“O Holy Nights”,  and  then “Go Tell it on the Mountain” (or on the nearest sand dune). 
 

“[May] the LORD bless you and keep you. May the LORD make his face shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you.  May the LORD turn his face toward you and give you his peace.” 
 

Note from John Taylor 

 Just a couple invitations from your Worship Director: We have come through a difficult time 
in the life of our church, but as I have said several times, I feel like this is the healthiest that I have 
seen Trinity Church since we came 4 years ago. And there are some great potentials in the future, 
especially in the next couple months. 
 One program that it seems the Lord has always blessed is MidWeek. This is our gathering 
on Wednesday evenings. It includes a well-balanced meal, a time for group worship (ably led by 
Dave Jansen), activities for Travelers, a Bible Study for adults (led by Pastor Deb), and the Choir 
has its weekly rehearsal. The exciting thing has been to see how much it has grown, particularly 
from friends from the community. There are always a good number that come for the economical 
meal, and often the basketball guys have an open gym night. Come check it out! 
 Another program that has been an amazing blessing each year during the Christmas season 
is Offering Your Gifts to the Savior. This is a time for anyone to volunteer to sing a solo, read a           
poem, draw a sketch, perform a dance, or to offer whatever your gift may be! This will be                       
Wednesday, Dec. 19, rather than the usual Sunday night. There is a sign-up sheet at the                             
information counter in the gathering area. Bring your gift! 
 Finally, we are having a special Christmas Carol Sing for our Christmas Eve service this 
year. Since sunset that evening will be at 5:07 PM, that’s what time our service will be, with our final 
carol at 6:00. We hope to also have some visiting brass players join our own trombonists to                          
accompany the beautiful carols of the season. Hope you can join us and invite your whole extended 
family. 
 We wish all of you the blessings that came when Jesus came to earth—His salvation, His 
peace, His comfort, and His joy! 
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Note from Pastor Phil 

 Advent is upon us! Our sermon series for the month leading up to Christmas is “Season’s 
Greetings” –  looking at all the kinds of messages we take in during this season. With the radio          
playing Christmas music next to toy commercials, Amazon popping up with amazing gift deals, and 
my mailbox stuffed with donation requests and credit card offers… there really is a war on                   
Christmas – a war for our attention.  
 As you go into the season, try to notice the voices demanding things from you, whether its 
to buy the right gift, or to send out the perfect Christmas card, or to have your home lit up brighter 
than your neighbor’s. Listen for the voices that call you to stillness. That call you to awe. That call 
you to love and to connection.  
 This would be a great month to follow our devotional – you can pick up a copy in the church 
or visit our website to sign up for an email version. This month will be messages from you – from 
members of the Trinity Church family. And there will be many opportunities for us to gather –               
Sunday mornings, MidWeek, and even Christmas Eve – to listen for the voice of our Savior in the 
midst of the noise. Merry Christmas! 
Youth Group Update 
Beginning December 2, Youth Group will return to the 5-8pm schedule. Youth Group members will 

be preparing the meal together – thank you to Gregg and Sally Harper for volunteering to help with 
meal planning and purchasing! Want to help with that? Connect with them or with Pastor Phil. We 
still need women to volunteer as mentors – see Pastor Phil for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Deb Koopman 
 Meet Deb Koopmans who is joining the Trinity organist rotation. As a teenager, Deb 

began accompanying musical groups and soloists, both instrumental and vocal. She then 

earned a BS Degree from Northwestern College in Orange City, IA with a music emphasis. 

Upon moving to Holland, Deb joined Holland Public Schools as the pianist for middle 

school choirs. She did this for 22 years as well as teaching piano in her home studio for 30 

years. Deb continues to use her talents as organist for various local churches including her 

own, First Reformed Church providing music for regular services, weddings, and funerals. 

 Deb and her husband have lived in Holland for 43 years. They have three children, 

five grandchildren, with another grandchild due in in December. 

 Trinity is pleased to welcome you as together we praise and worship God. 

December 19  

Offer Your Gifts - A special MidWeek as our Trinity 

family leads us in an evening of worship and gifts 

offered to the Savior.  

What gift will you offer? 

December 26 

No MidWeek - See you in 2019! 



 9 NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK 

 THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST   
We will not meet at Bob Evans in November or December.  

We will resume on January 17. 

SENIOR MINISTRIES CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 

December 20  at 9:30 At Trinity 

Join us for a delicious breakfast prepared by you! Call the 

church office or sign up at the information table to bring a 

breakfast casserole, fruit or pastry item (if you are able). It’s 

hard to beat a good hot breakfast on a cold winter                        

morning with a cup of coffee and good friends. There is no 

charge for this event but please RSVP at 616-396-6526 and let 

us know that you are coming and if you are able to bring a 

dish to pass. 

Cover to Cover Book Club meets the 4th Thursday of the 

month at 7pm. We still have a couple of openings. Hope 

you can join us!  

TUESDAYS AT 10 BIBLE STUDY  
You are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 for “That the World May 

Know: Cultures in Conflict” by Ray VanderLaan. Experience the Bible in historical 

context as we discover how Paul communicated the Good News of Christ to the 

most powerful court in Athens and settled among the Greco-Romans of Corinth.  

How do you live in a culture where wealth and class, worship of multiple gods and 

decadent pleasure is valued above all else? How do you live a life that glorifies  

God? Please join me for this 5 week video study in the Connection Café.                    

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West 
 

We are studying Phillip Keller’s book, “A Shepherd Looks at the 23rd Psalm”. Each 

week we will look at one line of this beloved psalm from an actual shepherd’s                        

perspective. What does is mean that the Lord is My Shepherd? What does it mean 

to be content?                                                                    
Bible Study will not meet on 12/19/18, 12/26/18 and 1/2/19 
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Facilities Coordinator Job Opening – Trinity is hiring! This position is full time, averaging 30 

hours per week. This is an opportunity to care for a beautiful facility dedicated to ministry 

and work alongside and with a committed and caring staff. Please contact info@trinityrc.org 

to inquire and apply.  

mailto:info@trinityrc.org
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Facilities Coordinator Job Opening (con’t) 
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 16 DECEMBER 2018 CALENDAR 

Dec 2   Worship & Communion 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 

 

Dec 3  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
  Stewardship Team 7pm 
 

Dec 4  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
 
 

Dec 5  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
 
 

Dec 6  Women of the Word 9:30am 
  Community Connections Team 7pm 
 

 

Dec 9  Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 

 

Dec 10  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
  Consistory 7pm 
 

 

 

Dec 11  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
 

Dec 12  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Care Closet 2:30pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
  

Dec 13  Women of the Word 9:30am    

 

Dec 16  Worship 9:30am 
  Senior Christmas Cookie Event 11am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm    

 

Dec 17  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Dec 18  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm    

 

Dec 19  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Family Dinner & Offering Gifts to               
         the Savior 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm    

 

Dec 20  Senior Christmas Breakfast 9:30am 
 

Dec 23  Worship 9:30am 
    

Dec 24  Christmas Eve Service of Carols 5pm 
 

Dec 25  Merry Christmas!! 
 

Dec 26  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
 

Dec 30  Day of Service Worship 9:30am 

    Happy Birthday!! 
Kimy Oom      12/1   Ken Borgman   12/11             Jim Allen                        12/21 
Al Kooyers       12/3   Andrea VanNuil  12/11             Linda Allen             12/21 
Mary Naber      12/3   Macy Christiaans  12/13             Bob Gell                         12/21 
Emily Anderson     12/5   Andrew Bedard  12/17             Dan Kruithof             12/22 
Barb Long      12/5   Sydney Christiaans 12/17             Bev DeKorte                 12/24 
Barb Stehouwer     12/5   Vern Houting  12/17             Amanda Eckermann   12/28 
Ed Prince       12/7   Amanda Coverstone 12/18             Ramona Garza             12/31

 Happy Anniversary!! 
Vern & Leona Houting   12/1   Rob & Teresa Harrington 12/16 
Gregg & Sally Harper   12/9    



 17 

Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526      Fax: (616) 396-8513 

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2018 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

Jim Allen  

Dan Kruithof 

Sharon Kruse 

Kim Schrotenboer 

Jan VanAuken 
Paul VanderStarre 

Deacons 

Sandy Bedard 

Kevin Brower 

Neil DeBoer 

Amanda Eckermann 

Ed Prince 

Pat Yurk 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries  phil@trinityrc.org 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care   deb@trinityrc.org 
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director      john@trinityrc.org 
Dave Jansen, 11:10am Midweek Worship      David@trinityrc.org        
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer      hope@trinityrc.org 
Barb Long, Secretary        barb@trinityrc.org 

Ministry Team Chairpersons 
Hands in Service    
Discipleship     
Stewardship    Paul VanderStarre   pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net 
Community Connection  Sandy Bedard    bedard@hope.edu 
Worship Life    Ruth Klungle    klungle875@yahoo.com 

Consistory Officers 2018  

 Vice President - Jim Allen  

 Consistory Clerk - Sharon Kruse  

 Classis Delegate - Dan Kruithof  

 Chair of Deacons - Sandy Bedard  

 Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann  

 Treasurer - Kevin Brower   

 Clerk of Deacons - Pat Yurk   


