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Hope and Healing 

Forgiveness is Hard Work 
“Forgive and forget,” the old saying goes. It is not possible. Things that urgently plead for forgiveness are the 
same things that cannot be forgotten. The need for forgiveness announces that something happened that will be 
hard to forget. Old wounds remain tender and always are vulnerable to bursting open again as new wounds. 
 
Both the wounded and the one who wounds are incapable of forgetting the hurt. Hurts received and hurts delivered 
have a way of becoming benchmarks in life. If we are honest with ourselves, we will confess that our most vivid 
memories include those of being hurt or of causing someone else pain. “Forgive and forget” are the oil and water 
of our lives. They will not mix. They cannot be combined. 
 
The incompatibility of forgiveness and forgetfulness makes forgiveness the hard work that is seldom done. The 
memory of hurt always threatens to undo the promise of forgiveness. Too often the promise of forgiveness is             
canceled by an active memory of the hurt. If we are honest with ourselves, we will confess that the promise of             
forgiveness is often broken by our memory of the pain we caused or experienced. Forgiveness is hard work indeed. 
  
How should we approach the hard work of forgiveness? The first step might be confessing that forgiveness does not 
mean starting over. Starting over is not possible. The best we can hope for is a chance to begin again. Starting over 
is the illusion that wounds can be removed. Beginning again is the truth that wounds always leave scars. Once 
wounded, a person always is aware of the wound. A wound that heals and leaves a scar can become a symbol of 
strength and an invitation to move ahead. 
  
Genesis 2 and 3 focus the insight that forgiveness is more about beginning again than it is about starting over. The 
wonder of Eden is punctuated with the observation that the man and the women “were naked and not 
ashamed” (Gen 2:25). The next paragraph of the story reports that sin opened the eyes of the man and the woman, 
and their nakedness became a cause of shame as they attempted to cover their nakedness with leaves (Gen 3:7). 
  
Once the wound of sin enters the picture, there is no going back to naked innocence. The only hope of humanity is 
the grace of forgiveness. The Creator covers the nakedness with permanent clothing (Gen 3:21), making it possible 
for the couple to begin again. 
  
Forgiveness is the hard work of acknowledging that a wound has been made and the willingness to allow the 
wound to heal. Healing always means the formation of a scar. Forgiveness is the hard work of living with the scar. 
Forgiveness means that we remember the wound but resolve to live beyond it. In forgiveness we find the gift of  
beginning again and putting aside the false hope of starting over. 
  
The hard work of forgiveness includes giving and receiving the gift of beginning again. The wounded and the one 
who wounds must confess the pain of sin. Only then is there hope of moving forward, the gift of beginning again. 
  
The hard work of forgiveness is about receiving and giving. When we are wounded we need to find the space to 
heal. When we wound we need to give the space to allow others to heal. In the receiving and giving, forgiveness 
takes shape. We find the courage to accept the gift of beginning again. We set aside the false hope of starting over. 
  
Richard Wilson is professor of theology and chair of the Roberts Department of Christianity at Mercer University 
in Macon, Ga.     

Article printed from EthicsDaily: https://www.ethicsdaily.com 
URL to article: https://www.ethicsdaily.com/forgiveness-is-hard-work-cms-3497/ 
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I AM A CHURCH MEMBER 
 

Each week, we are exploring  God’s Word as we live into the calling given to 

each one of us as God’s people – the Body of Christ. You will have the                    

opportunity to respond to the call to renew your commitment, to go “all in” 

on the call that God has placed on your  life to be part of His Church. 
 

September 30  Pastor Deb  “I Will Not Let My Church Be About 

          My Preferences and Desires” 
 

October  7  Pastor Phil   “I Will Lead My Family to Be Healthy 

          Church Members” 

  WORLD WIDE COMMUNION  
 

October 14  Pastor Deb  “I Will Be The Church Where I am 

          Planted” 
 

October 21  Pastor Phil   “I Will Treasure Church Membership 

         As A Gift” 
 

October 28  Pastor Deb  Acts 11:  “Evidence of God’s  

        Grace”  

 

    SERMON SERIES: “LETTERS TO THE CHURCH” 
 

November 4  Pastor Phil   Letter to the Church at Corinth 

        COMMUION 
 

November 11  Pastor Deb  Letter to the Church                                        

        at Thessalonica 
 

November 18  Pastor Phil   Letter to the Church at Galatia 
 

November 25  Pastor Deb  Letter to the Church at Philippi 
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From Pastor Deb Yurk 
On October 7, churches all over the world will celebrate World Wide Communion Sunday. 

It’s one of my favorite worship celebrations. Regardless of one’s ethnicity or country of  

origin, whether prisoner or free, male or female, rich or poor we all come to the table as  

one. Whether young or old, healthy or ill, democrat or republican, we share the cup and  

break the bread together. And each time we celebrate the sacrament of communion,  

we are joining those that have gone before us and those who have yet to come, in pro 

claiming one Christ. 
 

Whether we find ourselves in a church with a steeple, or in a great cathedral in Europe, or  

in a grass hut in the jungles of Africa or hidden in a darkened room where Christianity is  

forbidden – we celebrate what God has done, is doing and will do through his Son, Jesus,  

by sharing the elements. Perhaps we are sharing cubes of white bread or paper-thin                   

wafers blessed by a priest. Maybe we will pass the naan, the tortillas, the pitas or the matzo  

to symbolize the body of Christ broken for each of us. Perhaps there is wine or grape juice  

or simply water that is poured, representing the blood of Christ shed for us. Or maybe, just 

maybe, believers join us on this particular Sabbath without anything to eat or drink but  

meet us at the table as One. One Church. One body – to proclaim One God. 
 

As we have been studying together what it means to be a member of the Church, a body  

of which the head is Christ, I continue to marvel at the resilience of His Church. It takes such  

courage to live out our faith in a world that calls itself “the norm”. It takes such boldness to  

speak truth when it would be much easier to stay quiet. It requires perseverance and               

discipline to focus on the race set before us instead of veering off track by all of the                    

distractions surrounding us. And think of the men and women of the church throughout the  

ages - men and women who have sacrificed much for the Gospel, men and women who  

have died for their faith. 
 

As we gather for communion this month, I pray that you experience the fullness of what it  

means to share the bread and the cup. The place of worship, the table and the elements  

may look different depending on where you live in the world – but God’s promise remains  

the same. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever  

believes in him shall not perish but will have eternal life” (John 3:16).  
 

The Holy Supper we celebrate is a feast of remembrance, of communion and of hope.  

We come remembering that our Lord Jesus Christ perfectly fulfilled the law, even to  

death on the cross. Because of God’s eternal covenant of grace, we are accepted. We  

will never be forsaken…We come in hope believing that as surely as we eat this bread  

and drink this cup, we will be raised from the dead into eternal life.  
 

This is the truth that I claim.           
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Our 1998 bus has served us well for 20 years, but the time has come to                 

invest in more reliable transportation for those in our Trinity family that need 

a lift to get to worship and be in community. Thanks to some generous                

donations we are able to put a sizeable down-payment on a new bus. This 

vehicle will have a wheelchair lift with space for 2 wheelchair riders and will 

provide seating for 20 others. We expect to take delivery some time in                      

November.   

If you would like to contribute towards the purchase and help lower the 

amount financed, you may do so through regular collection, writing “BUS” in 

the memo, or drop off your contribution at the office.  

A special   THANK YOU   to our drivers  

Rob Harrington,    Rob Dannenberg,     Ed Borgman,  

John Houting   and   John Bedard  

for their work to evaluate and choose the model and features 

of the new bus, and for their dedication to safely driving so 

many of our family members to and from the church! 
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Incredible Event 

Raising the Roof  in Christian Song! 

Sunday, September 30 at 3:00 pm 

Community Hymn Sing 

Holland's New Civic Center Place 

Let's help fill the 2,000 seats!  

Free Admission 

Bob Batastini - Song Leader 

 

Living Truth 2 
Living Truth 2 is an independent musical ministry that presents some 150 plus concerts per year. These                 
concerts are performed in churches, camps and prisons. Living Truth 2 is primarily an acoustical style                     
presentation which includes more than a dozen instruments. Those instruments range from antique to                     
contemporary and include: acoustic guitar, Appalachian dulcimers, bass guitar, bell chimes, djembe drum,           
guitar – zither, glockenspiel, hammered dulcimer, harpolek, mandolin-guitar, Marxaphone, melodica, psaltery, 
recorders, soprano saxophone and wooden flute. Elroy and Tammie Kosters will bring these unique                           
instruments to us at 6:00pm, Sunday November 4. 
 

Elroy Kosters was born in South Dakota, the youngest of five children. He moved to Michigan in 1963 and 
joined Living Truth full-time in 1995. Tammie is the youngest of seven children. From a very early age, Tammie 
was part of the family group known as the “Bauman Bread of Life Bearers”. The family traveled throughout 
Michigan spreading the gospel through the spoken word and song. Prior to joining Living Truth full-time,           
Tammie taught music and English in grades 6 to 12 as well as giving private voice and piano lessons. 
 

Make plans now to come and hear those favorite hymns presented in new ways by unique musical                              
instruments. There will also be opportunity to participate in singing the familiar hymns of faith. Light                                  
refreshments will follow. A free will offering will be taken to support Living Truth 2 and these special events. 
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK 

 THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST   
Thursday, October 18 at 9:30am., join Pastor Deb at Bob Evans on 24th St. for 

good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t know many folks 

at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s also a 

great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve your 

place at the table!!! If you need a ride, please indicate that on the sign up sheet.  

We will not meet at Bob Evans in November or December. We will resume on January 17. 

SENIOR MINISTRIES THANKSGIVING DINNER 

 Thursday, November 8 At Noon  

Please be our guest for turkey with all the trimmings.   

Hymn Sing with John Taylor at the piano afterwards. 

Please sign up at the information table or call Trinity 

Church office at 616-396-6526 to reserve your spot! 

SENIOR MINISTRIES CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 

December 20th  at 9:30 

At Trinity 

Cover to Cover Book Club will meet the 4th 

Thursday of the month at 7pm. We still have a 

couple of openings. Hope you can join us!  

TUESDAYS AT 10 BIBLE STUDY  
You are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings beginning October 9 at 10:00 for 

“That the World May Know: A Clash of Kingdoms” by Ray VanderLaan. Experience 

the Bible in historical context as we discover how Paul communicated the Good 

News of Christ to Philippi – a Roman colony that worshiped false gods.  Please join 

me for this 5 week video study in the Connection Café.    

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West 
 

October 10-December 12, We will be studying Phillip Keller’s book, “A Shepherd 

Looks at the 23rd Psalm”. Each week we will look at one line of this beloved psalm 

from an actual shepherd’s perspective. What does is mean that the Lord is My 

Shepherd? What does it mean to be content?                                                                   

Bible Study will not meet on 11/21, 12/19, 12/26 and 1/2/2019 
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Join the crew Saturday November 3 for the annual 
Fall Clean-up of our church grounds. Bring along 

gloves, a rake, and whatever  
hand tools you like to use.   

If you have the means of bringing a  
wheelbarrow, that will be helpful too.   

We will start at 9:00am, stay as long as you wish.  

Refreshments will be provided. 

Tasks will include: 

Remove annuals from playground planters 

Trim down tall perennials  

Gather the tall grass trimmings and load into 
trailer 

Spread woodchips in the Apple Trail 

Pull weeds 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday, Nov 21 

Pizza at 6 pm 

Worship in the Sanctuary at 6:45 pm 
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An Invitation to YOU! Do you have a favorite Scripture passage? Do you have 

something you would like to share about it? For the season of Advent, Pastor Deb 

and Pastor Phil would like to invite you to share your thoughts as part of our                             

Devotional Ponderings in December. Please submit your writing to the church 

office (or email to deb@trinityrc.org or phil@trinityrc.org) by Thanksgiving for                    

inclusion in this special edition of the Advent Devotional. 

ADVENT IS COMING! 

December 2 – December 25 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS   WEDNESDAY     NOVEMBER 28 

OFFER YOUR GIFTS TO THE SAVIOR WEDNESDAY    DECEMBER 19 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT SUNSET: SERVICE OF CAROLS @ 5:00 PM     

This Advent, we are decorating the Trinity Family 

Tree during “Hanging of the Greens” on                         

November 28. Bring an ornament with your                 

family’s name on it as well as the date, and we 

will hang it on our big Christmas Tree. Together, 

we are family and every year we will put your               

ornament on our tree to symbolize our loved 

ones who call Trinity “home”. Questions????                 

        Call Pastor Deb. 

mailto:deb@trinityrc.org
mailto:phil@trinityrc.org
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SEPTEMBER 2018 CALENDAR 

Oct 1  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 
 

Oct 2  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm    
 

Oct 3  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
 
 

Oct 4  Women of the Word 9:30am 
  Community Connection Team 7pm 
 
 

Oct 7   Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 
 

Oct 8  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
  Consistory 7pm 
 
 

Oct 9  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm    
 

Oct 10  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Care Closet 2:30pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
 
 

Oct 11  Women of the Word 9:30am 
 
 

Oct 14  Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 

Oct 15  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Oct 16  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
   

   
 

Oct 17  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
 
 

Oct 18  Third Thursday Senior Breakfast 9:30am
  Women of the Word 9:30am 
  Ladies Night Out 5:30pm 
 
 

Oct 21  Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 
 

Oct 22  Women’s Bible Study Circle 9:30am 
  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
  Worship Life Team 7pm 
 
 

Oct 23  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm    
 

Oct 24  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
 
 

Oct 25  Women of the Word 9:30am  
  Cover to Cover Book Group 7pm 
 
 

Oct 28  Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 

Oct 29  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Oct 30  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3-5pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
Oct 31  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting 12:15pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 

    Happy Birthday!! 
Glen Vereeke      10/2   Al VanderZiel   10/15  Jeanette Olbrich         10/29 
Jade Quinn       10/7   Jim Bos   10/18  Nancy Quillian             10/29 
Sandra Lundie      10/10     Lydia Anderson  10/22  Nayeli Bruursema       10/30 
Dennis Snyder      10/12  Darrell Sandusky  10/23  Stella Sanders             10/30 
Becky DeKorte      10/14  Nick Christiaans 10/24  Jennifer Timmer         10/30 
Layla Obaseki       10/15  Sally Harper  10/25  Caleigh Harrington     10/31 

 Happy Anniversary!! 
Steve & Crystal Lundy  10/1    Ken & Kathy Brondyke  10/21 
John & Sandy Bedard  10/20    
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Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526      Fax: (616) 396-8513 

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2018 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

Jim Allen  

Dan Kruithof 

Sharon Kruse 

Kim Schrotenboer 

Jan VanAuken 
Paul VanderStarre 

Deacons 

Sandy Bedard 

Kevin Brower 

Neil DeBoer 

Amanda Eckermann 

Ed Prince 

Pat Yurk 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries phil@trinityrc.org 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care   deb@trinityrc.org 
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director      john@trinityrc.org 
Dave Jansen, 11:10am Midweek Worship      David@trinityrc.org        
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer      hope@trinityrc.org 
Barb Long, Secretary        barb@trinityrc.org 

Ministry Team Chairpersons 
Hands in Service    
Discipleship     
Stewardship    Paul VanderStarre   pvanderstarre@sbcglobal.net 
Community Connection  Sandy Bedard    bedard@hope.edu 
Worship Life    Ruth Klungle    klungle875@yahoo.com 

Consistory Officers 2018  

 Vice President - Jim Allen  

 Consistory Clerk - Sharon Kruse  

 Classis Delegate - Dan Kruithof  

 Chair of Deacons - Sandy Bedard  

 Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann  

 Treasurer - Kevin Brower   

 Clerk of Deacons - Pat Yurk   


