
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH DECEMBER 2014 

connections 

Trinity Reformed Church  

Presents 
 

CAROLS OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASONCAROLS OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASONCAROLS OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON   
 

 

December 14, 2014 at 6pm 
 

Featuring John Taylor and FriendsFeaturing John Taylor and FriendsFeaturing John Taylor and Friends   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue, Holland MI 49423 

616-396-6526 
info@trinityrc.org 

Carol Sing Scripture Readings 

Instrumentals Vocal Ensemble 

A Free will offering will be received to 

help supply Christmas care boxes for 

those in need in our community.  
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Anticipation—Advent! 
This is the word I have been hearing quite a bit around Trinity church lately. There is        

excitement in your hearts as we look forward to how God is at work among us. I am excited 

about the journey we are on and am praying that God will reveal his will and way on our 

journey of faith!  

Advent and Christmas are also times of anticipation! Both church tradition and the Biblical 

story call us to look forward to the Savior who is “God with us.” This Advent and Christmas 

season we will be looking at several different participants in the story of the Savior’s birth.  

Each person of the story has different expectations, hopes, fears, and humanness to      

process on the journey. Along their journey they come to see how the Savior fulfills their   

greatest longings or breaks all their expectations. Along with these characters of the story 

we too may identify with their particular fear. We might share the same burdens that they 

carry. Our joy might flow from a joy we see at work in their hearts and lives. No matter our 

experience, we too are called to be part of the storyline of faith.   

It is our prayer that God will speak powerfully through the Biblical story and through worship 

in the coming month. Join us on the journey!  

Blessings, 

Pastor Chris  

Advent and Christmas Worship Themes 
 
November 30  
Luke 1:5-25   Zechariah - Doubt 
 
December 7  
Luke 2:1-20  Shepherds – Shame 
 
December 14  
Matthew 1:18-25  Joseph – Idealism  
 
December 21  
Matthew 2:1-8, 16-18 Herod – Pride  
 
December 24  
Luke 1:26-38  Mary – Heaviness  
 
December 28  
Luke 2:22-35  Simeon – Anticipation  

Christmas Eve Worship 

 

Our Christmas Eve Worship service 

will begin at 7:00pm  

 

Invite your family, friends and     

neighbors to this special service of   

worship and praise to Jesus Christ   

our Savior! 

 

A special offering will be received for 

Audio Scripture Ministries  
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STEWARDSHIP 

As a member of the Stewardship Ministry Team, I was asked to submit an article on stewardship.  

Most of us think about money (treasures) when we hear the word “stewardship”, right? I know I 

did.  

When I was first asked to join the Stewardship Ministry Team, I was thinking “I’m not sure I want 

to get involved with the subject of money (treasure)”. That can be very difficult to talk about and 

few want to hear about it. However, once I read some of the information, I realized there was 

more to this than “money”. Stewardship is also about time, talents and trees. 

What I really want to share about is “time and talents”. I don’t think I have many talents to share. I 

can’t sing, I can’t play a musical instrument and I struggle with public speaking (so no standing in 

front of you preaching for this guy) or walking up to strangers and talking to them. I am involved 

with several ministry teams (Stewardship and Worship), and I currently serve as a deacon on   

consistory, volunteer in the sound room and make the podcast that you can listen to online. Once 

in a while I will run a soundboard as well, which still requires more practice. I enjoy putting            

everything together in the script that will be shown on the screen during worship. Yes, I am the 

one that makes those mistakes that get shown on the screen as well. Those are the challenges 

that come with the territory of being willing to serve. 

I decided to join the Stewardship Ministry Team to learn how I could be better equipped to give of 

my time, talents and treasures, while hopefully challenging others to do the same. As Forest 

Gump said, “that’s all I got to say about that…” 

By Kevin Brower 

Special Christmas Offering  

Our special Christmas offering this year 
will go to Audio Scripture Ministries.  
Dara VandenBosch is starting a new 
Hospice program for children with 
AIDS. The program will allow Chad and 
Dara to distribute care packages along 
with stuffed animals that contain a 
pocket with an audio player. The audio 
player has children’s Bible story       
messages. Thank you for your support 
and generosity for this important     
program.   

The offering will be received at our 
Christmas Eve worship service which is 
at 7:00pm. If you have offering            
envelopes you may use the envelope 
labeled “Christmas Offering”  

Endowment Funds 

In your church mailbox you will find a letter 

explaining our church endowment funds and 

their availability for use for the coming year.  

Please take some time to read over that      

information and fill out a request form for their 

use. These endowment funds continue to be 

such a blessing for the ministry of Trinity 

church family and our community. We         

encourage you to talk with others about how 

we might partner together to be a blessing to 

others in our community in the name of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK 

THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST - Thursday, December 18 at 9:30am. Join Pastor Deb 

at Bob Evans on 24th St. for good food and good conversation with good friends. Don’t 

know many folks at Trinity? It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other better. (It’s 

also a great opportunity to invite a friend). Sign up today in order to reserve 

your place at the table!!!  

Looking ahead:    Jan 15th 

     Feb 19th 

     Mar 19th 

     Apr 16th 

     May 21st  

(The place may change month to month, so keep an eye on the bulletin for the “where”.) 
 

 

BEGINNING TUESDAY, JANUARY 6  FROM 11:00am – 12:15pm 

“That the World May Know” Bible Study led by Pastor Deb. Visit the Holy Land with Ray 

VanderLaan and get an up close look at the places we read about in the biblical text. 

Each week we will watch a short video filmed on location – in order 

to understand the culture and the people of  biblical times. Then we 

will follow up with a faith lesson to help deepen our own journeys of 

faith. Watch God’s Word come alive! Hope you will join me in the 

Connection Café on Tuesday mornings beginning in January. 

 

 
 

 
 

NEWS FROM PHIL QUINN 
 I’m so glad to finally be here at Trinity Church! I’m one week in to this ministry, and I’ve already 
been blessed by the friendship and hospitality of this congregation. The commute from Muskegon has 
quickly become an adventure – I’d appreciate your prayers for safe travel through the snow and ice! 
 Trinity is a wonderful place to lead ministry and serve God in community. As I have experienced 
various aspects of our congregational life, I am impressed by and grateful for the volunteers who are using 
their gifts and building relationships with young people from our community. I’m excited to see this       
continue as we provide opportunities for young people to build relationships with caring adults and for 
people of all ages to exercise their gifts!  
 We’re exploring this concept in the High School Youth Group this month – discussing how God has 
gifted each individual and what clues that might provide to their calling and how they might serve God in 
their day-to-day interactions. The Middle School is also learning about what makes Jesus unique and what 
it means to follow Him together. Then there’s Travelers for the elementary students, Sunday morning   
Children and Worship and Sunday School, and the time for VBS planning is already upon us! There is lots 
going on and plenty to be thankful for as we approach Thanksgiving. 
 I look forward to getting to know you better. Please feel free to stop by or shoot me an email if you 
would like to learn more about what the youth at Trinity are up to, or if you would like to plug in and 
serve! 
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Christmas Caroling 

Who: Calling All Carolers! This is a family event. All are invited to participate with their families! 

Invite your neighbors or friends from work! (Children 3rd grade and up are invited and need to 

complete an emergency contact form.) 

Where: First meet at Trinity Church for dinner, then we’ll spread Christmas Cheer!   

When: Wednesday, December 17   

             5:45 – 6:15  Dinner and Prepare to Leave 

             6:15 – 7:45     Caroling  

 7:45 – 8:00 Return to Trinity for Cookies 

Why: Caroling is an opportunity to serve others during the holiday season. It reminds us about 

why we are gathering and celebrating with family and friends. It helps us focus on God’s great 

love that He had planned long ago a way to bring us into reconciliation with Him through Christ – 

Emmanuel! 

Wheels: All aboard the Trinity bus for an evening of song and fun! 

What to Do: Sign up at the Welcome Center and indicate if you’d be willing to drive for the    

overflow of carolers. Don’t forget to include how many your vehicle can hold. ALSO, please bring 

2 AA batteries to light your candle!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRINITY MEN’S CHORUS 
The Trinity Men’s Community Chorus voted to disband after sixty years of singing 
at various nursing homes and churches. Due to age and health problems of many 
members, we have decided to discontinue our ministry of music.  
 

We would like to express our appreciation to Trinity Reformed Church for allowing 
us to conduct our rehearsals at your church all these years. May the Lord bless you. 
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Partnering With Holland Rescue Mission 
 

Tuesday night basketball group put together 40 boxes of taxable items for the       

Holland Rescue Mission. These are used for the annual Great Feast the Holland     

Rescue Mission puts on each year. Thank you to the basketball group, those who   

colored pictures for the boxes, those who brought goodies for the group and those 

who helped set up and clean up for this night of community service! 

Volunteers are still needed to sign up for the teams working in the 
Connection  Café. A little work from many makes it easier for all. Thank 
you to those that have provided wonderful treats for the Cafe.          
Everyone enjoys them! 
 

Also a reminder to sign-up for the Holiday Christmas Concert featuring 
the Holland Symphony and the Holland Chorale at the Dimnent Chapel 
on Saturday, December 13 at 7:30pm. Transportation will be provided 
from Trinity. Sign up early so we can order tickets ($19 ea). 

Do You Know Someone?  

If you have a friend, family member, co-worker or 

friend of a friend who has been diagnosed with 

breast cancer and is facing surgery, please call the 

church office. Ladies Night Out has an abundance 

of mastectomy pillows and prayer shawls that are 

lovingly made to offer comfort and support.   



 

 

      
Page 7 



 

 

 

      
Page 8 

 

  

 

July 25-31, 2015  

**************************************

Please Help Wish Trinity’s  

Missionaries A Merry Christmas!   
 Sign the Christmas cards on the Mission Table. 

 Make a donation toward Amazon gift cards.   

Donations will be divided amongst the missionaries to purchase 
Amazon gift cards which they can use to download books, music 
or videos, or make a purchase.  Look for the wooden donation box 
on the Mission Table.   

**************************************

Missionary Focus  
Learn about Mike and Kelli Anderson and their work in Brazil by watching 

their two video presentations on the computer monitor on the mission table or 

by reading their latest newsletter in this issue of Connections. There is also a 

flyer with word search on the mission table (or in last month’s Connections).  

Complete the word search and drop it in the blue box on the mission table by 

Sunday, Dec. 21. There will be a random drawing from all entries for a $15 

gift card to The Peanut Store in downtown Holland.  

What:  Mission Trip 

Where:  Annville, KY 

Who:  Intergenerational 

What:  Construction and VBS   
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED AT TRINITY CHURCH 
 

 Collect Fellowship Register Sheets Following Worship 

 Connection Café: Prepare, Serve, Clean Up, Provide Goodies  

 Trinity Care Closet (December 3 and 17  from 3-6pm) 

 Youth Leader 

 Nursery Attendants (Infant and Toddler) 

 Visit Shut-Ins 

 Monday Morning Work Group (small maintenance projects around the church) 

 Community Kitchen at Western Seminary (1st Thursday@11am) 

 Breakfast With Baby @ New Community 4th Church  

 Worship Leader / Praise Team 

 Join a Ministry Team 

 Sound Room (training provided) 

 Volunteer in the Church Office 

 Start / Lead a Small Group Based on Your Favorite Hobby 
                                                                                                                                     

For more information, please contact the church office (396-6526). 

     

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 

Kaylor Leisure  12/1  Brenda MacOwen 12/10  Joyce Harper  12/19 
Al Kooyers  12/3  Ken Borgman  12/11  Jim Allen   12/21 
Mary Naber  12/3  Dale Wieghmink 12/13  Linda Allen  12/21 
Ranae Quillian  12/3  Lori Sandusky  12/15  Dan Kruithof  12/22 
Emily Anderson  12/5  Andrew Bedard  12/17  Mike MacOwen  12/23 
Barb Long  12/5  Vern Houting  12/17  Bev DeKorte  12/24 
Barb Stehouwer 12/5  Phyllis Dalman  12/18  Marv VandenBosch 12/31 
Marian Spyker  12/7  Gretchen Fisher  12/18        

Happy Anniversary!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Vern & Leona Houting    12/1  Rob & Teresa Harrington 12/16  
Bob & Jean Thompson    12/1  Ray & Julaine Knap  12/29  
Gregg & Sally Harper    12/9 
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December 2 - Basketball for Teens & Adults 6:30pm 
                      Ladies Fitness 6:30pm 
 

December 3 - Men’s Bible Study, 6:30am 
  Care Closet 3pm 
  Family Dinner 6pm   
           Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
  Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
           Wednesday Night Worship 7pm 
  Praise Team Practice 7:45pm 
 

December 4 - Women of the Word 9:30am 
  Community Kitchen @ Western  
     Seminary 11am 
  Congregational Dinner 6:30pm 
  Congregational Meeting 7:15pm 
 

December 7 - Worship & Communion 9:30am 
           Sunday School for All Ages 11am  
                      Area 51 High School Youth 6pm 
 

December 9 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults  
      6:30pm 
                      Ladies Fitness 6:30pm 
 

December 10 - Men’s Bible Study, 6:30am 
   Family Dinner 6pm 
              Go Fish Middle School Youth 6:30pm
   Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm 
              Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
   Wednesday Night Worship 7pm 
   Praise Team Practice 7:45pm  
 

December 11 - Women of the Word 9:30am 
 

 
             
        

December 14 -  Angel Tree Gifts Due  
    Worship 9:30am 
              Sunday School for All Ages 11am  
                         Area 51 High School Youth 6pm  
    Service of Christmas Carols 6pm    
 

December 16 - Basketball for Teens & Adults  
      6:30pm 
                          Ladies Fitness 6:30pm 
 

December 17 - Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
              Care Closet 3pm 
   Family Dinner, 6pm  
   Go Fish Middle School Youth  
      6:30pm
   Travelers Kids Class 6:30pm 
              Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
   Wednesday Night Worship 7pm 
   Mission Team 7pm 
   Praise Team Practice 7:45pm 
 

December 18 - Third Thursday Senior Breakfast  
      9:30am 
    Women of the Word 9:30am 
               Turning Pages Reading Group noon 
 

December 21 - Worship 9:30am  
                          Sunday School for All Ages 11am 
    Area 51 High School Youth 6pm 
  

December 23 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults  
      6:30pm 
 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship 7pm 
 

December 25 - Merry Christmas!! 
 

December 28 - Worship 9:30am 
 

December 30 - Basketball for All Teens & Adults  
      6:30pm

DECEMBER 2014 CALENDAR 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE SPECIAL DATES IN DECEMBER! 

December 4, 2014 - Congregational Dinner and Meeting  
Dinner will be at 6:30pm, followed by the meeting at 7:15pm. 

Join us to celebrate God’s goodness here at Trinity Reformed Church!  
 

December 14, 2014 - Evening of Worship  
Join us at 6pm as John Taylor leads us in worship through favorite Christmas Carols.                                       

See the front cover for all the details. 
 

December 17, 2014 - Family Dinner and Christmas Caroling  
Dinner at 5:45pm. Caroling at 6:15pm.  

See page 5 for more details. 



Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526      Fax: (616) 396-8513 

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2014 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

MINISTRY TEAM CHAIR PERSONS 
 Pastor Chris DeGraaf - Executive    chris@trinityrc.org 

 Doug Schurman - Finance                                                          douganddawnschurman@yahoo.com 

 Dianne Moker– Mission Team                                                    D.moker28@gmail.com 

 Steve Schurman - Building and Grounds                                 sschurman0502@gmail.com 

 Teresa Harrington - Spiritual Growth                                    harringtont@westottawa.net 

 Bill VanAuken - Worship                                                           billvanauken@att.net 

 Jason Shoemaker– People Care                                                  JasonShoemaker31@gmail.com 

 Ken Neevel—Stewardship      ken@rca.org 
 

If you would like to join one of the Ministry Teams or if you have any ministry ideas,   

please contact one of the Chair Persons.  

Elders 

Jim Allen 

Carol DeBoer 

Dan Kruithof 

Dianne Moker 

Doug Schurman 

Bill VanAuken 

Deacons 

Kelly Brink 

Kevin Brower 

Rob Harrington 

Ross Helmus 

Tom Lampen 

Steve Schurman 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Chris DeGraaf, Senior Pastor      chris@trinityrc.org 

Rev. Deb Yurk, Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care   deb@trinityrc.org 

John Taylor, Worship Arts Director      john@trinityrc.org 

Phil Quinn, Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries  phil@trinityrc.org 

Cindy Jansen, Custodian       cjrussell33@yahoo.com 

Barb Long, Secretary        barb@trinityrc.org 

Gretchen Fisher, Assistant Treasurer      gretchen@trinityrc.org 

 


