
   
 TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH   NOVEMBER 2019 

Connections 
“RUTH” 

Thanksgiving Eve., Wednesday, Nov 27 
 

Pizza at 6 pm   Service in the Sanctuary at 6:45 pm 

 

 

 
 

 

         

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
If you plan on joining us for dinner, please sign up at the information table.   

 

Thanksgiving Offering 2019 
 The affordable housing shortage in the Holland area has dominated the news and attention of employers, 
those in the social work field, and concerned citizens for many years and the problem seems to be growing. 
 This year’s Thanksgiving service offering will be used to support the ministry of Lakeshore Habitat for   
Humanity. Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity is a partnership, home building & home repair Christian ministry 
serving Ottawa and part of Allegan Counties that has served more than 150 families and 800 individuals since 
1990. It is based on the principal that all people deserve a decent place to live and that our community is a 
better place when that occurs. When Habitat families move from poverty housing into their own homes, they 
report better health, increased stability in the family, and children who do better in school. Habitat for Humanity 
is not a give away program. Homes are sold to homeowners who meet income, residency, and need guidelines 
without profit through an affordable loan paid over 20-25 years. Homeowners also complete "sweat equity" or 
volunteer hours as part of the partnership. In addition, all prospective Habitat homeowners are required to  
complete homeowner training sessions prior to closing on their home. Topics include financial management & 
budgeting, home maintenance, and financial and legal aspects of homeownership. 
 A few years ago Third Coast Homes was created as a partnership between Good Samaritan Ministries and 
Lakeshore Habitat. It joins the larger community strategy around affordable housing and begins the hands-on 
work needed to provide a variety of housing options for the greater Holland community. Both organizations 
have been on the front lines of addressing our community's housing challenges & each brings unique capabilities 
to the partnership. The first initiative of Third Coast Homes was an affordable, four-unit, micro-community in 
Holland Charter Township, just outside the city of Zeeland completed in 2018. Most recently another project has 
been approved for the west end of 36th Street in Holland. 
 More information can be found at www.lakeshorehabitat.org. If you are interested in volunteering with 
home construction (building, painting, landscape work, cleaning) Bill Van Auken can help get you connected. 

Join us on Wednesday, November 27 at 6pm 
for a special MidWeek as we celebrate Thanksgiving 
and the coming Advent season! 

We will have dinner together at 6pm followed by a 
worship service with a time of singing and a                            
word-for-word enactment of the Book of Ruth by                   
Pastor Phil and Sonnet Quinn.  

Ruth is a story of harvest and inheritance. It’s a story of 
God’s generous provision and amazing faithfulness, of 
redemption and love.  

Come and give thanks with us! 

http://www.lakeshorehabitat.org
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 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 1, 2019  

9:30 AM WORSHIP 

About 2,000 years ago, some simple shepherds were watching over their sheep on the          

Judean hillside in far-off Palestine. It was night, and it was very still. 
 

Suddenly the darkness was filled with a strange light. The stillness was broken by the 

sound of angels singing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and good will 

to all." So began the event that inspired one of our most beautiful and meaningful               

religious festivals: Christmas. 
 

Christmas has been developing through many centuries. It is still changing and                      

continuing to grow as old customs are refined and new traditions begun. Christmas is 

celebrated in home and church. Some of our celebrations have their origin in pagan 

customs and have little to do with the biblical account of the birth of Christ, but                         

converts to Christianity brought these celebrations to Christmas. These ancient                        

celebrations are being laid at Jesus’ feet, as gifts for the Christ child.  They enrich and 

gladden the hearts of believers as they bring their best before the newborn king in                      

solemn dedication. 
 

On Sunday, December 1, our church will begin to wear its Christmas apparel. We will 

change the appearance of the church in order to make ready for the birthday of our 

King. The preparation for this beautiful occasion is not something that we hire out to be 

done for us or to be performed by others. Instead, it is something we do ourselves - each 

individual and family sharing in the furnishing of this house for the celebration of             

Christmas, the birth of the Christ. 
 

In this spirit, we invite each of you to share in this occasion with gladness of heart at the             

anticipation that you, too, are welcoming Christ into Christmas.  As we decorate the 

church and wreathe it with song, we will explain the history of the symbols and dedicate 

them and ourselves to the glory of God, and his son, Jesus Christ. Please join us and                        

invite your friends and family as well. 

This Advent, we are again decorating the Trinity 

Family Tree Bring an ornament with your                 

family’s name on it as well as the date, and we 

will hang it on our big Christmas Tree. Together 

we are family and every year we will put your               

ornament on our tree to symbolize our loved 

ones who call Trinity “home”. Questions????                    

Call Pastor Deb (396-6526 x106). 



 4 

FIRST “HEART SONGS” CHIRSTMAS CAROL HYMNSING 
 

Trinity has been having regular community invited hymn sings for the last couple 

years. We hope you will join us on Sunday, December 1 at 3pm (please note earlier 

time) for our first Christmas carol hymn sing. We hope the earlier time will help those 

who prefer not to drive at night. Lauren Garza and some of her special friends will be 

accompanying us with a string quartet - such a lovely background for songs of the              

Advent season. Following the service, please plan to stay to enjoy homemade               

Christmas cookies and punch. Our hope is that you will come and also to invite 

friends, neighbors and relatives. It will be a great way to start the Advent season - 

coming together to worship the One who was sent so we could have life!! 
 

If you would be willing to make cookies or help with the hymn sing (greeters, clean 
up, etc) please sign up at the information table. 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS FOR TRINITY SENIORS 

Be a part of the true spirit of Christmas by blessing Trinity’s shut-ins.                                                            
You are invited to get involved in the following ways: 

＊ Cookies - Donate, help pack and/or deliver homemade cookies. Cookies need to be to 

church before worship on Dec. 15. Immediately following worship that day, 

the cookies will be arranged on individual plates and then during the week 

of the 15th, they will be delivered. Please sign up at the information table. 

＊ Christmas Cards - A list of Trinity shut-ins is available at the information 

table in the gathering area. Prepare your cards and drop them in the 

designated box by December 15. The cards will be sorted and delivered 

with the Christmas cookies.  

Questions? See Pastor Deb or call  the church office (396-6526) Thank you!! 
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REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR PROJECT 

BENEFITTING  

COMMUNITY ACTION HOUSE 

 Community Action House has been serving 
twice as many people (on average) in their  
food pantry than at this time last year.  
Trinity’s donations will help them re-stock  
their supply for the holiday and winter  
season. 
 

 Please bring filled boxes to Christmas Eve  
worship (or call 396-6526 to have them picked 
up if you are not able to bring them) 

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE 

Trinity Church is sponsoring a Salvation Army                                                
Angel Tree again this year.                                                                              

Tags representing children in need in                                       
our community will be on the tree                                       

in the Gathering Area on November 10.                                                                        
Choose a tag, purchase a toy and/or cold-weather 

item for the child & bring it back to church                                                        
UNWRAPPED by DECEMBER 8 .                                                                             

Questions?                                                                                       
Contact Kim Schrotenboer (616-283-7598)                                   

Thank you! 
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MidWeek Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 6:45 pm in  the Prayer Room 

You are invited to join us for the ROCK, the ROAD, and the RABBI, a                   

video study with Kathie Lee Gifford and Rabbi Jason Sobel, a messianic 

Jew. Hope you can join us for this eye opening video and great                     

conversation. 

11/6  Bethlehem:  Where It All Began 

11/13 Nazareth:  The Early Years 

11/20  Galilee:  Ministry Grounds 

11/27 THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

12/4  Mount of Olives:  The Triumphal Entry 

12/11 Jerusalem:  Crucifixion and Resurrection 

12/18 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

MidWeek Bible Study will resume on January 15, 2020 

We will continue our journey through          

Exodus through the end of the year. 

We pray that God will use our time in 

this powerful book to call us…                          

to liberate and empower us…                             

to show us more of who God is…                   

and to shape us into the church                            

we are called to be, here in the time 

and place God is meeting us.  
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Community Connections Presents: 
 

POPCORN AND PAINT 

Thursday, November 7 

6:00 – 9:00 pm. 

(Please arrive 20 minutes early to get the seat of your choice) 

At Trinity Church 
 

 

 

 

A little nervous to paint? Don’t be! No talent or experience is necessary. Our 

instructor will guide us step-by-step in how to create this painting for your 

home. You will be amazed at your very own work of art!   

All art supplies are provided as well as a gourmet selection of popcorn for 

you to munch on while you are creating your 16” x 20” masterpiece. Cost is 

$35.00/person and space is limited to 30 budding artists. Participants must be 

at least 16 years old. 

Reservations and payment may be given to Pastor Deb no later than                 

Sunday, November 3rd. (Checks should be made out to Trinity Reformed 

Church). 
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NEWS FROM PASTOR DEB YURK 

 THIRD THURSDAY SENIOR BREAKFAST   
 

There is no Third Thursday at Bob Evans in November or December  

due to holiday special events. Third Thursday will resume on January 16. 

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00 at the Theater at Appledorn West 
 

Residents of Appledorn West are invited to join Pastor Deb on Wednesday mornings in the 
3rd floor auditorium for a 6 week video study on The Parables of Jesus.  We will be digging 
deeper into the historical and cultural background and how the biblical text is as relevant 

today as when it was written. 
 

 Oct 23 Weeds, Mustard Seeds and Yeast 

Oct 30 The Two Debtors 

 Nov 6  The Prodigal Son 

 Nov 13 Treasure and Pearls 

 Nov 20 The Wedding Banquet 

 Nov 27 Sheep and Goats 
 

Bible Study will not meet during the month of December.  Study will resume on January 15, 

2020. 

TUESDAYS AT 10 BIBLE STUDY  
 

Jesus communicated deep spiritual truths through simple, vivid and engaging stories. Woven 

from the stuff of everyday life, the parables of Jesus made the Kingdom of God understanda-

ble and accessible to his listeners. Join me in the Connection Café for a 6 week video study of 

The Parables of Jesus.  
  

 Nov 5  Weeds, Mustard Seeds and Yeast 

 Nov 12 The Two Debtors 

 Nov 19 The Prodigal Son 

 Nov 26 Treasure and Pearls 

 Dec 3  The Wedding Banquet 

 Dec 10 Sheep and Goats 
 

This Bible Study group will not meet on 12/17, 12/24, 12/31 or 1/7. Study will resume on 

1/14/2020. 

REMINDER:  ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IF A              

SEVERE WEATHER WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. IF INCLEMENT 

WEATHER IS EXPECTED IN THE EVENING, PLEASE CHECK OUR 

WEBSITE OR WATCH THE CLOSINGS ON THE LOCAL NETWORKS 

FOR INFORMATION REGARDING TRINITY. 
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SENIOR MINISTRIES THANKSGIVING DINNER 

 Thursday, November 14th 

At Noon 
 

Please be our guest for turkey with all the trimmings.   

Hymn Sing with John Taylor at the piano afterwards. 

Please sign up at the information table or 

call the Trinity Church office at 616-396-6526 

to reserve your spot! 
 

Please let us know if you need a ride! 

SENIOR MINISTRIES  

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST POTLUCK 

Thursday, December 19 

9:30am at Trinity  
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LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Why are these women smiling? Because they have completed wrapping over 1600 cutlery sets for the 
Great Thanksgiving Banquet put on by one of our mission partners: Holland Rescue Mission! And they 
had a fun time enjoying each other’s company while they did it! 
 

This was our main project for September and October. In November we will be preparing plastic bags 
for knitting into mats for the homeless, sewing items for Days for Girls, stuffing mastectomy pillows 
and tying fleece blankets. Any of these that we complete will be given to Samuel’s Blankets. 
 

Ladies Night Out is open to all women. Please sign up at the information table so we know how many 
to plan on for dinner. (Yes, we get to eat, too!)  
 

 Next Gathering: Thursday, November 21 at 5:30pm 
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CORNERS OF THE FIELD:  In the month of September, the 43 Corners of Your Field 

partner churches raised $31,695 in material goods to support the Holland               

Rescue Mission.  This equates to 15,460 meals for those in the shelters or over 

528 nights of shelter for those to stay at the Mission.  Trinity received $142 in gift 

cards to be used at the Gateway Center for those directly under our care.  

Thank you so much for your continued donations of clothing and household 

items. 

 

Mentoring Opportunities: Barnabas Ministries is looking for mentors for high risk 

youth living on the south side of Holland, There are 100+ youth waiting to be 

matched with adults that will commit to spending time with them a couple of 

hours a week. Some kids are looking for active adults, while others look                    

forward to more quiet activities such as board games and coffee dates. All 

need positive role models who will listen and encourage while offering hope 

and a safe place to “be”. If you have a heart for kids and a couple of hours 

that you would be willing to share, please contact Pastor Deb.   
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Trinity has collected almost 400 blankets since 

September 8!! We will collect  blankets, quilts 

and sleeping bags (new or gently used) through 

Thanksgiving. Help us reach Trinity’s goal of 

1000!! If you have donations but cannot get them 

to the church, please call 616-396-6526 to ar-

range pick up. Thank you! 

SAMUEL’S BLANKETS 

Our first delivery - yep, 200 blankets                   

DO fit in a mini van!! 

200 blankets bagged and                                     

ready for delivery!! 
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This class is open to everyone at Trinity 

and in the community. Call Community 

Action House by October 8 to register.  
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 18 NOVEMBER 2019 CALENDAR 

Nov 3  Worship & Communion 9:30am 
  Deacon’s Meeting 11am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 

Nov 4  Finance Team 7pm 
 

Nov 5  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Nov 6  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting noon 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
  WOW After Hours 8pm 
 

Nov 7  Women of the Word 9:15am 
  Popcorn and Paint 6pm 
  Community Connections Team 7pm 
 

Nov 10  Worship & Veteran Recognition 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 
 

Nov 11  Lady Tough Fitness 6:30pm 
  Consistory 7pm 
 

Nov 12  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Nov 13  Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting noon 
  Care Closet 3:30pm 
  Financial Footing Class 4pm 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
  WOW After Hours 8pm 
  

 

Nov 14  Women of the Word 9:15m 
  Senior Thanksgiving Lunch noon 
  Community Connections Team 7pm 
 

Nov 17  Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm    

Nov 19  Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Nov 20 Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting noon 
  Family Dinner & Activities 6pm 
  Sanctuary Choir Practice 6:45pm 
  WOW After Hours 8pm 
 

Nov 21  Ladies Night Out 5pm 
 

Nov 24 Sunday Worship 9:30am 
  Middle/High School Youth 5pm 
 

Nov 25 Lady Tough Fitness 6:30pm 
  Worship Life Team 7pm 
 

Nov 26 Adult Bible Study 10am 
  Campus Life 3pm 
  Praise Team Practice 6:15pm 
  Community Basketball 6:30pm 
 

Nov 27 Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
  Bible Study @ Appledorn W 10am 
  Staff Meeting noon 
  Family Dinner 6pm 
  Thanksgiving Worship 6:45pm    

Nov 28 Happy Thanksgiving!      
    

 

    November Birthdays 
Ed Plaggemars  11/1  Virginia DeWent 11/15  Randy McSorley 11/18 
Mike Ward  11/2  Bill Jarnagin  11/15  Phyllis Post  11/18 
Clara Ward  11/7  Jeff Joling  11/16  Lauren Garza  11/19 
Teague Bruursema 11/9  Jeanne Dannenberg 11/17  Lucy Jongekrijg 11/20 
Christine Lindstrom 11/11  Carla Brower  11/18  Nancy Ponstein 11/24 
Ted Boeve  11/12   

 November Anniversaries 
Scott & Marilyn Brower 11/7    Jason & Judy Shoemaker  11/21 
Harold & Karen Brandsen 11/20     
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Trinity Reformed Church 
712 Apple Avenue  Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526       

www.trinityrc.org      info@trinityrc.org 

  2019 TRINITY CONSISTORY   

Elders 

Jim Allen 

Gregg Harper 

Bob Koning  

Dan Kruithof 

Sharon Kruse 

Jan VanAuken 

Deacons 

Kevin Brower 

Neil DeBoer 

Amanda Eckermann 

Rob Harrington 

Steve Lundy 

Ed Prince 

TRINITY STAFF 
Rev. Phil Quinn, Co-Pastor/Director of Children, Youth & Young Adult Ministries  phil@trinityrc.org 
Rev. Deb Yurk, Co-Pastor/Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry & Care    deb@trinityrc.org 
John Taylor, Worship Arts Director                    john@trinityrc.org 
Hope Ward, Assistant Treasurer                    hope@trinityrc.org 
Barb Long, Secretary                      barb@trinityrc.org 

Ministry Team Chairpersons 
Hands in Service   Bill VanAuken    billvanauken@att.net 
Discipleship     
Stewardship     
Community Connection  Sandy Bedard    bedard@hope.edu 
Worship Life    Ruth Klungle    klungle875@yahoo.com 

Consistory Officers 2019 

 Vice President - Gregg Harper  

 Consistory Clerk - Sharon Kruse  

 Classis Delegate - Dan Kruithof  

 Treasurer - Kevin Brower 

Chair of Deacons - Rob Harrington 

 Benevolent Deacon - Amanda Eckermann  


