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Our Call  

 

Love 
Love God with all of my heart, soul, mind, and strength 

Extend 
Extend God's love to those at Trinity Church and those in my rela-

tional network not yet in the Family of God 

Engage 
Engage with people who are not in the Family of God by using my 

life experiences, abilities, gifts, and passions.  

God is calling Trinity Church to be transformed into an outward missional           
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G���F�K�X�U�F�K���W�K�D�W���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���*�R�R�G���1�H�Z�V���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V���R�I��

people in our community and beyond. 



 In April we welcomed ten people into the Trinity Church family as our newest 
members. We are excited about those who have committed to following Jesus Christ with 

us. God continues to bless Trinity Church in a variety of ways. I am thankful for all of you 
who continue to give of your time, energy, spiritual gifts, and resources. Your participa-

tion in the life of Trinity Church is having an impact on reaching others. I want to encour-
age you to continue to ask God how you might become more involved here at Trinity and 

in our community. I am continually impressed with all of you and your love for the Lord 
and His Church.   

 

Look for our newest members in the next few weeks and introduce yourself. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Chris  

Robin Dryer  made her public confession 
of faith on Easter Sunday, April 4. Robin is 

�-�X�Q�H���+�H�L�Q�·�V���J�U�D�Q�G�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���D�Q�G���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
attending Trinity for several years. She is 

employed by Hope Network, part time in 
Grand Rapids, and enjoys writing and 

collecting addresses and names of stores. 
One of her special friends at Trinity is Pat 

Trevino. Robin also made a very special 
bead necklace for Pastor Chris, which he 
wore on Easter Sunday. 

Lori Kooyers  comes to Trinity from Maple-
wood Reformed. Her marriage to Warren 

brought her to Trinity, as well as the 
friendly people and Pastor Chris. Lori & 

Warren and their family were part of the 
Trinity Guatemala Mission Team last sum-

mer. Lori is employed as a scrub tech at 
Holland Hospital. Her hobbies and inter-

ests include home décor, walking and trav-
eling with Warren. 

 



Amanda Schurman  comes to Trinity from 
Burnips Wesleyan Church, and has been a 

part of Trinity Church for about 3 years, 
most recently volunteering as Nursery Co-

ordinator. She and her husband Steve have 
a beautiful little 8 month old daughter 

named Taryn. Amanda is employed as a 
preschool teacher at Lakeshore Little Peo-

�S�O�H�·�V���3�O�D�F�H�����,�Q���K�H�U���I�U�H�H���W�L�P�H�����$�P�D�Q�G�D���H�Q��
joys reading, shopping and spending time 
with family & friends. 

Al & Shirley Nienhuis  come to Trinity 
from Central Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church. They visited Trinity when Pastor 
Chris (their nephew) became our pastor 

& chose to make Trinity their church 
home. Shirley is employed at Elhart 

Pontiac, and Al at Mechanical Trans-
planter. Shirley enjoys knitting, and Al 

enjoys hunting, fishing and golf. Together 
they share trips up north to Big Star Lake. 



Tom & Ruby VanderPlow  come to Trin-
ity Church on confession of faith. They 

�Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���D�W���3�R�W�W�H�U�·�V���:�K�H�H�O��
Bible Church, and were invited toTrinity 

by Rick Fisher. Tom is employed by Mar-
silje Insurance Agency, and also helps 

�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���7�U�L�Q�L�W�\�·�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����5�X�E�\���L�V���U�H��
tired, and is involved in the Trinity Tues-

day Afternoon Bible Study. Both Tom and 
Ruby enjoy Bible study, and Tom also en-
joys gardening. 

Bill  & Lydia Van Dyk  and their chil-
dren Willem, Maria, Josiah and Mattias 

transferred to Trinity Church from 
Christ Memorial Church. They were 

first introduced to Trinity when Lydia 
began her job as choir accompanist, 

and through conversations with Pastor 
Chris, sensed that Trinity was a place 

where they can worship, serve and 
grow in their faith. Bill is employed by 
�%�L�J���5�H�G���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�����7�K�H���9�D�Q�'�\�N�·�V���H�Q�M�R�\��

sports and spending time with people 
of all ages. 

John Bedard  and his family have been 
a part of Trinity Church for several 

years. John made his public confession 
of faith on April 11. His family includes 

his wife Sandy and children Lauren and 
AJ. John is employed at The Christman 

Company. His hobbies and interests in-
clude home improvement, snowmobi-

ling and working in his garden. 



  
Christ in Context: To Better Understand 

�´�:�K�D�W���L�V���7�U�X�W�K�"�µ�����3�L�O�D�W�H�·�V���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�R���-�H�V�X�V���L�V���R�X�U�V���W�R���D�V�N���D�V���Z�H�O�O�������$�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���W�K�H��
religious, political and cultural issues in the region of Israel/Palestine, what is 
truth?  Sally and Marlin Vis, RCA missionaries in the region, do not pretend to know 
all the truth, but they do have some witness to bear that might help us in our pur-
�V�X�L�W�������,�Q���W�K�H���W�U�L�S�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���O�H�D�G�����0�D�U�O�L�Q���D�Q�G���6�D�O�O�\���V�K�D�U�H���V�R�P�H���´�I�D�F�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���µ��
especially as concerns the Palestinian Christian community, along with stories out 
of their life in Jerusalem. (Brochures about the trips that they lead are available at 
the information table.) 

  
 We are pleased to welcome RCA missionaries Marlin and Sally Vis back 
to Trinity on May 16.  Sally and Marlin have been i nvolved in ministry for 
over 35 years. Marlin was a High School teacher and  coach during the early 
years of having kids and building a marriage -- Sal ly did most of the build-
ing. After seminary training, Marlin and Sally serv ed two churches in SW 
Michigan -- Southridge Reformed in Portage, and Bee chwood Reformed in 
Holland. Sally served as an admissions administrato r at Western Theological 
Seminary for 11 years. Marlin has been a Campus Min ister at Grand Valley 
State. Sally and Marlin now share time between Jeru salem and Zeeland, hav-
ing lived in Jerusalem for over 3 years. Working pr imarily in the Palestinian 
Christian Community when in Israel, they are Christ ian ambassadors work-
ing to bring peace and understanding to a troubled region of the world.   
 
 Marlin and Sally will speak in worship and will le ad a discussion of 
their work in the Middle East during the 11:00 hour.   

Mission News 



�$�U�W�L�F�O�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������������6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�V�E�X�U�J���7�L�P�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���-�D�F�N���	���(�O�O�D���(�V�V�H�Q�E�X�U�J�«���� 

 

�.�H�\���W�R���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���R�I���������\�H�D�U�V�����¶�<�H�V�����G�H�D�U�· 

 

 For the Essenburgs, the news is sadly familiar: staggering unemployment, failing banks 
and families struggling to keep food on the table and a roof over their heads. 

 �-�R�K�Q���´�-�D�F�N�µ���D�Q�G���(�O�O�D���(�V�V�H�Q�E�X�U�J���D�U�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�U�H�D�W���'�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�������,�W�·�V���Z�K�H�Q��
they met, married and started their family that now extends to five generations.  Today, the Es-

senburgs �³�K�H�·�V���������D�Q�G���V�K�H�·�V�������³are celebrating their 76th wedding anniversary.  Asked the se-
�F�U�H�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����K�H���M�R�N�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���F�D�Q���E�H���V�X�P�P�H�G���X�S���L�Q���W�Z�R���V�L�P�S�O�H���Z�R�U�G�V�����´�<�H�V�����G�H�D�U���µ 

 Whatever the answer, the couple have developed the well-honed rhythm of longtime 
companionship.  Sunday mornings, for instance, they settle in front of the television to catch the 

�´�S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�µ���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���H�V�S�R�X�V�H�G���E�\���5�R�E�H�U�W���+�����6�F�K�X�O�O�H�U�·�V���+�R�X�U���R�I���3�R�Z�H�U�������7�K�D�W�·�V���D�I�W�H�U��
Ella has prepared and served a breakfast that could include oatmeal, eggs, and bacon, or toast 

�R�U�����D���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H�����V�W�U�X�G�H�O�������2�U�D�Q�J�H���M�X�L�F�H���L�V���D���J�L�Y�H�Q�������-�D�F�N�·�V���M�R�E���L�V���W�R���V�H�W���W�K�H���W�D�E�O�H�������+�H���G�R�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
night before. 

 The couple were in good humor while talking about their lives during an interview in 
Seminole.  They talked about family, hobbies, and current affairs and reminisced about the past. 

Most of their friends are gone now. Jack and his 87-year old sister are the only survivors among 
five children.  Ella, the second of 10 children, is the only one left. 

 �7�K�H���(�V�V�H�Q�E�X�U�J�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�������´�:�H�·�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�H�D�O���I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H���µ��
�K�H���V�D�L�G�������7�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H���L�V���+�R�O�O�D�Q�G�����0�L�F�K�������E�X�W���H�D�F�K���Z�L�Q�G�H�U���V�L�Q�F�H���������������W�K�H�\�·�Y�H���H�V�F�D�S�H�G���W�R���5�R�\�F�U�R�I�W��

�5�9���3�D�U�N�������´�,���U�D�Q���W�K�H���E�L�Q�J�R���K�H�U�H���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V���µ���K�H���V�D�L�G�� 

 �$�W���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H���-�D�F�N���V�D�Q�J���L�Q���E�D�U�E�H�U�V�K�R�S���T�X�D�U�W�H�W�V�����K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���L�Q���D���6�Z�H�H�W���$�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���W�U�L�R�������´�0�X�V�L�F��

�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���E�L�J���W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���µ���K�H���V�D�L�G�����J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�R���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���*�H�U�D�O�G���)�R�U�G���L�Q��
his pre- �S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���G�D�\�V�������´�+�H���F�D�P�H���R�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G�����¶�'�R���\�R�X���P�L�Q�G���L�I���,���V�L�Q�J���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�"�·�µ��

�-�D�F�N���D�Q�G���K�L�V���J�U�R�X�S���G�L�G�Q�·�W���P�L�Q�G������ 

 These days, his hobbies are sedentary, mostly word circle books and newspaper cross-

�Z�R�U�G�V�������+�L�V���Z�L�I�H���V�W�L�O�O���S�O�D�\�V���E�L�Q�J�R�������6�K�H���D�O�V�R���H�Q�M�R�\�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���7�9���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�������´�,���O�L�N�H���E�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���D�Q�G��
�I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O�����D�Q�\���V�S�R�U�W���µ���V�K�H���V�D�L�G�������$���P�X�V�W-watch is the soap opera The Young and the Restless. 

 The Essenburgs met in 1931.  A friend introduced them and they married two years later.  
Why a December wedding? They just thought I was a pretty time of year, said Ella, who wore a 

long white satin gown.  Her father built a lattice arch for the wedding, and it was covered with 
blue lights. 

 �7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�R�U�H���O�R�Z-key. Family will take them out to dinner.  The mo-
bile home park will hold a party. There will be an arch with blue lights. 



 

Happy Birthday 
Doug Schurman   5/2 

Steve Schurman   5/2 

Arlene VandenBosch  5/2 

Linda Lampen   5/4 

Stacy Lundy   5/4 

Laura VanderStarre  5/8 

Blayne Libby   5/9 

Kristy Borgman   5/10 

Gayle Scott   5/12 

Kelli Anderson   5/13 

Katie Wagner   5/13 

Zoe DeGraaf   5/15 

Joe Harrington   5/15 

Alice Kuyers   5/15 

Lori Borgman   5/17 

Blake DeKorte   5/17 

Logan DeKorte   5/17 

Warren Kooyers   5/18 

Emiko Oonk   5/18 

Kaitlyn Kelly   5/19 

Dan Schrotenboer  5/19 

Arlyne VanderWoude  5/20 

Lou Teerman   5/21 

Lee Teerman   5/23 

Tyler Busscher   5/25 

Alice Kooyers   5/25 

Jack Essenburg   5/26 

Darlene VanHeest  5/26 

Ken Brondyke   5/27 

Ella Essenburg   5/27 

Karen Kane   5/28 

Grace Jappinga   5/29 

Lori Kooyers   5/29 

Paul Moker   5/30 

George Wolters   5/30  

Happy Anniversary 

Lynn & Phyllis Post   5/2 

Barry & Deb Kammeraad  5/16 

Warren & Lori Kooyers  5/16 

Jim & Linda Allen   5/20 

Rodger & Phyllis Dalman  5/21 

Adam & Nancy Smith  5/21 

Wayne & Virgina DeWent  5/24 

Jim & Pat Spoor   5/25 

Steve & Pat Kleis   5/27 

Bill & Barb Stehouwer  5/29 

Bob & Lois Hoving   5/31    



Trinity Reformed Church 

712 Apple Avenue 

Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526 
Fax: (616) 396-8513 

Website: www.trinityrc.org 
E-mail: info@trinityrc.org 

Pastor: Chris DeGraaf  
Email chris@trinityrc.org  

           Cel ebr at i ng 100 year s 
           �R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���)�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���� 

 

 
The year of 2011 will mark 100 years of ministry for Trinity Reformed   
Church!   We want to celebrate this important milestone in the life of our 
�F�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�������:�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���O�L�N�H���W�R���E�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���H�Y�H�Q�W�V��
for next year?  We need your help to make this celebration a success.  
Please join us for our next planning meeting on May 11, at 6:00pm.  If you 
have questions please contact the church office. 


