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Greetings from New Jersey!
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risky moves, changed my routine and ministry
settings in the past, but nothing like packing my
car, saying good-bye to what | know and mov-
ing 14 hours away from familiar territory to a
new one. As | drove out to New Jersey, | was
hesitant and wondered out loud in my car if |
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know and believe that this is where God wants me, | know and believe that this new place, this
terra nova, is yet to be fully experienced, only because discovering something takes more than
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| wrote that a little over two years ago after arriving in New Brunswick and beginning my
first semester here at New Brunswick Theological Seminary! And now, as a senior, | am facing
another Terra Nova, a new territory, as | prepare to graduate and enter into the parish ministry
world!

This journey that | have been on, has been a crazy one, but one that | would not have
been able to be on and enjoy without your support! And so | say THANK YOU! Thank you for
your support thus far, and thank you for your continued support this semester both financially as
well as in prayer support.

As | enter into the candidating season of seeking, looking, listening, dialogue and waiting
patiently, | covet your prayers through this journey!
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I look forward to sharing this journey with you and being with you in May after | graduate. In the
meantime, here are a few specific prayer requests as to how you can pray for me throughout the
next few months:
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Praise God for the experience of learning and growth that | have experienced over the
past few years at NBTS!

Praise God for the affirmation, support and encouragement | continue to receive around
my call to full-time ordained ministry!

Pray for endurance and focus for the next 4 months as | finish my final semester, look for-
ward to graduation (May 22), while | study and candidate and prepare for my final round
of classis exams (May 25).

As | enter into the candidating process:
o Pray for the congregations without pastors who are in the search process.
o Pray for potential conversations between myself and those congregations

o Pray that | am able to listen, be myself, and trust this process. That God will pro-
vide and lead me to the place where | am supposed to be.

Again, thank you for your support and encouragement over the past years! | have been blesse d
by you and look forward to visiting and worshipping with you in May after | graduate!

Blessings @ Kendra VanHouten (former Trinity Youth Leader)

WHY GO TO CHURCH?

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no
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the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
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i But for the life of me | cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But | dok now !

. this 3 They all nourished me and gave me the strength | needed to do my work. If my wife had

gnot given me these meals | would be physically dead today. Likewise, if | had not gone to church
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When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something. Faith sees the invisible, be-

i lieves the incredible and receives the impossible. Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual
. nourishment!
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In The Event of Inclement Weather
The following church policy will be followed:

- Tornado watch or warning thirty minutes before any church function - function cancelled. If
a program is in progress & a warning is issued, appropriate shelter at the church will be
sought immediately.

- Worship service cancellation (other than tornado watch or warning) will be determined by the
pastor & Vice President of Consistory.

- Event cancellation (other than tornado watch or warning) will be determined by the organizer of
the event. If that person is not available, the ministry staff will make the determination.

- If Holland Public Schools are closed or after school activities cancelled due to weather, evening
church activities will be cancelled.

- Cancellations/postponements will be broadcast on television stations WWMT Channel 3, WOOD
Channel 8, WZZM Channel 13 and radio stations WHTC 1450 AM and WJQK 99.3 FM.

Are You Interested

In riding the bus to church? Please give the church office a call (396-6526) during
regular hours Tuesday - Thursday from 8 am - 4:30 pm for more information.

Sign up for the church wide email for the prayer concerns sent twice a week.
| Sign up for the Connections to be emailed to you.
i Also check out the website at www.trinity.org
i There you can hear the past sermons, view the calendar, check on upcoming events,
i and lots of other stuff.
Check it out.
If you want to sign up call or stop by church or email Barb at Barb@TrinityRC.org



Sometimes we need to laugh,

* These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services.
* The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
* The sermon this morning: '‘Jesus Walks on Water.' The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.’

* Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping
around the house. Bring your husbands.

* The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due to a conflict.

*Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

* Miss Charlene Mason sang 'l will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the con-
gregation.

* For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs .

* Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get.

*The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing: 'Break Forth Into
Joy.'

* [rving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friend-
ship that began in their school days.

* A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.

* At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to
our choir practice.

* Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to
the deterioration of some older ones.

* Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used
to cripple children.

* Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want rem  em-
bered.

*The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility.
* Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.

*The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the base-
ment on Friday afternoon.

*This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. Bring a
blanket and come prepared to sin.

* Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in the
Fellowship Hall after the B. S. is done.

* The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric
girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.

*Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.

*The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at
7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

*Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double
door at the side entrance.
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Dan Baker Feb 1
Paul Essenburg Feb 2
Deb Kammeraad Feb 4
Bryan Stehouwer Feb 4
Ron Kalmink Feb 5
Marilyn Kuipers Feb 5
Tom VanderKuy Feb 7
Les VanRy Feb 7
Brianna DeKorte Feb 8
Doug Dykstra Feb 8
Carleigh Libby Feb 8
Steve Kleis Feb 9
Betty Vredeveld Feb 9
Mary Fris Feb 10
Merle Boes Feb 16
Janet Oosterbaan Feb 17
Paula Wassink Feb 17
Rodger Dalman Feb 19
Lauren Bedard Feb 21
Pat Kleis Feb 21
Lucile Kooyers Feb 21
Rob Harrington Feb 22
Amanda Baker Feb 23
Karen Bos Feb 27
Paul VanderStarre Feb 29

The People Care Team extends appreciation
and thanks to the volunteers who have pro-
vided baked goods on Sunday mornings for
December and January:

Karen Bos Muncie Boeve

Brenda Busscher Carol DeBoer
Karen DeBoer Arloa Dykstra
JoAnn Dykstra Joyce Harper
Marge Rycenga Teresa Harrington
Lara Helmus Marge Kleis

Lori Kooyers Dan Kruithof

Barb Long Bev Lubbers
Doris Lundy Sara Neevel
Cindy Nyhof Kathy Nyhof

Shirley Perez Nancy Ponstein

Nancy Quillian
Nancy Smith

Marge Rycenga
Betty Vredeveld

If you would like to provide homemade
goodies to serve after our worship service,
please contact Marge Rycenga at 394-4738.




God is calling Trinity Church to be transformed into an outward missional focused church that
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yond.

Trinity Reformed Church

712 Apple Avenue
Holland, MI 49423

Phone: (616) 396-6526
Fax: (616) 396-8513

Website: www.trinityrc.org
E-mail: info@trinityrc.org
Pastor: Chris DeGraaf
Email chris@trinityrc.org

Our Call

My Call

God is calling me as part of the Trinity Family to intentionally:

I Extend His love to those at Trinity Church and those in my relational network not yet in a

Family of God.

I Use my life experiences, abilities, gifts, and passion to engage with people who are not

I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I .

I I Love God with all of my heart, soul, mind, and strength.
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! in the Family of God.
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Your Consistory

! Elders Deacons

: JoAnn Dykstra Ed Borgman
I

I Gregg Harper Karen DeBoer
I

: Bob Koning Rick Fisher

: Arie Mast Lara Helmus
I

I Ken Neevel Steve Lundy
I

I Lynda Simmons Dan Kruithof
I

: Barb Stehouwer Paul VanderStarre
I

I

I

I
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Please feel free to contact any consistory member with questions, comments or concerns



