| thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you,
| always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to
feel this way about all of you, since | have you in my heart; for whether | am in
FKDLQV RU GHIHQGLQJ DQG FRQILUPLQJ WKH JRVS
grace with me.  God can testify how | long for all of you with the affection of
Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern
what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through

Jesus Christ 3 to the glory and praise of God.
Philippians 1:3-11

December is that time of year when we look back. We look back with joy at
hopes achieved, dreams attainted, and goals accomplished. We also look back
with frustration at difficulties faced, pains resurfaced, and trials endured. Looking
back is often filled with those conflicting emotions of joy and despair.

The apostle Paul in writing to the Philippians reminds us that God is at work
even through the difficulty. He encourages them to look back at their lives with
confidence that God has been leading and guiding them. He reminds them to stay
strong in their faith knowing that their journey of faith will be complete someday
when Christ returns. And Paul also challenges them to continue to grow in their re-
lationship with God.

Spiritual growth is something that God expects to be a natural part of our
Christian life. Over the course of our lives we should become more and more like
Christ. Our faith should grow and deepen in to greater maturity. Serving others in
Jesus name should be a regular habit expressed through our actions.
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So, how have you grown over the past year? That question should cause some
thoughtful reflection in all of us. And | would encourage you to take some time over
the next few weeks to consider how you have grown in your relationship with
Christ. Then | ask you to get ready to share that story of growth with the congrega-
tion.

On December 27, at our Sunday morning worship service we will be having
an open microphone for you to share. We are encouraging you to share a short tes-
timony of how God has been at work in your life over the past year. Please pray
about something that you could share at this special service.

Stay in Step,
Pastor Chris
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Share the Christmas Spirit!
3 +HUH-V +RZ 3

Fill Shoeboxes for Pullman Elementary School and Re-
turn Them by Sunday, Dec. 13.

Bake Christmas Goodies at Home for the Staff at
Pullman, Wavecrest and Holland East Schools and Bring
Them to Church on Sunday, Dec. 13.

Deliver Shoeboxes and Christmas Goodie Platters in

the Afternoon on Monday, Dec. 14.

Help at Classroom Christmas Parties at Pullman School
in the Afternoon on Thursday, Dec. 17 (Meet at
Church and Ride the Bus)

Shoeboxes and instructions are available in the gathering area. A sign-up sheet
for baking, delivering and helping is located on the counter by the church office.
Please sign up by Wednesday, Dec. 9.
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Missionaries of the Month

OLNH DQG .HOOL $QGHUVRQ DUH 7ULQL
for the month of December. They serve with Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors in central Brazil, working with an unreached people group that

KDV QR ZULWWHQ ODQJXDJH DQG WKHUHIR
or His character.

They are currently working with native speaking language
helpers who live in their town. Great progress is being made to put
this language into written form. Every daily language session requires

several additional hours of computer input and analysis. The Andersons hope to soon receive government
permission to actually live in the Indian village which would greatly benefit their immersion into the language
and culture. This has been a long process, but they ask for you to pray that the two chiefs now do their part
facilitating this by signing a letter requesting approval.
On October 22 the Andersons welcomed the birth of a second
daughter, Lydia Lilianna, who arrived two weeks early and weighed in
Ibs. and 19 ¥z inches. Shortly after her birth, they noticed two little rid¢
on the top of her head. After a series of tests, she was diagnosed witt
niosysnostosis, a condition in which some of the cranial plates fuse pr
turely. There are only a few places in the country that specialize in tr¢™
this condition and they have chosen to go to San Antonio, TX, to a tea
has pioneered a new less-invasive procedure. Her surgery is schedul
January 14. After the surgery, Lydia will need to wear a series of speciail-
ized helmets for up to 15 months to help her head to grow properly into the right shape.
Although their return to the States is a few years earlier than expected, they have decided to use this
WLPH WR WDNH PXFK QHHGHG OLWHUDF\ FODVVHV DW :\FOLIIHYV
SOHWHG KHU PDVWHUfY GHJUHH LQ OLQJXLVWLFYVY DQG OLNH KDV
schedule these courses at some point in the next few years and so this is a good option for the months they
need to be in Texas for initial medical follow-up. They will be living in an apartment across from the campus.
They will leave Brazil on January 6 and hope to return sometime in June. The plan is for just Kelli anc
Lydia to return to San Antonio for maybe two or three follow-up appointments for helmet sizing and adjust-
ments over the course of the subsequent year. This sudden unexpected change of plans, and the logistics
VHFEXULQJ IOLJKWYV DQG /\GLDYV %UD]LOLDQ DQG 8 6 SDVVSRUW\
have certainly at times been overwhelming, but they know God is faithful and all things work according to His
plan. Trinity, being their home church, has set up a fund to help them with these unplanned expenses. Gifts
DUH WD[ GHGXFWLEOH DQG VKRXOG EH GHVLJQDWHG IRU WKH 3%C
The Andersons request special prayers for their travels in January, for wisdom as they make decision

and for a safe and successful surgery for Lydia. You can follow their journey and see more pictures and up-
dates on their new websitesww.mike-and-kelli.blogspot.com




News from the People Care Team

The People Care Team is called to support the congregation of Trinity Reformed
Church. We do this through many different ways, including:

Hospitality 2Greeters, ushers, Connection Café, all church social events, funeral
meals or refreshments.

Guest follow up and assimilation into the congregation.

Pastoral Care Ministry 2Pastoral Care Team lead by Nancy Smith calling on sick,
shut-ins and members in care facilities.

Benevolent Ministries 2 Caring for the physical needs of members and non mem-
bers.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Diaconal Ministries 2Hands on helping ministry to members.

I

I

I We have been very intentional about celebrating and coming together as a con-

I gregation this year. We have begun celebrating and supporting expectant mothers by
:hosting baby showers which have been very well attended. We hosted the first Sunday
1 Night at the Beach this summer and look forward to next summer. The Connection Café
Iremains a very popular gathering point after Sunday services and we are grateful for the
Ileadership and time that Bill and Barb Stehouwer give to this ministry. Nancy Smith has
:worked to expand and train the Pastoral Care calling teams this year. We are very

j grateful for the members who have volunteered their time for this important ministry and
Iwould love to have more. Marge Rycenga and her team have served our congregation
Itirelessly in many different ways, including refreshments after services, meals, special

:events and funerals.

' There are many areas we are involved with, but yet many areas we need to grow

1in. We are looking at beginning a valet parking program for the cold weather months,
Iwe need to develop a program to follow up on and assimilate new members, look at
Iways we can expand and improve benevolent and diaconal ministries within our church.
' The leadership team would love to have your input and, if so led, involvement on our
jteam. If any specific area mentioned above is an area you feel like you would like to be-

Icome a part of, please contact any of the leaders mentioned above.
I
I

I 7KH 3HRSOH &DUH 7HDP H{WHQGV D KHDUW\ "7KDQN

:have provided cookies on Sunday mornings for the month of November:

I

:Betsy De Graaf Gretchen Fisher Betty Mast Jan VanAuken
jJoyce Dozeman Penny Houting Marian Spyker  Doris Welling

I

I . : : : :
1 If you would like to provide homemade goodies to serve after our worship service,
I please contact Marge Rycenga at 394-4738 to select a date.



Buildings & Grounds
Year End Report
11/18/09

- During the holidays, some people may envision a little elfin workshop as the busi-

est place on the planet. Images of sawing and hammering and gluing and creating
.come to mind with the end results wrapped in pretty packages and fancy bows.
But, right here in Holland, Michigan, on Apple Avenue there is a far busier team
.and the package is much more valuable than may be imagined. Working behind

the scenes, the Buildings and Grounds Ministry Team puts their tools to the great-
.est use.

- The purpose of this special team is to keep the church, its property, and equipment
operational for all out-reach ministries as well as Trinity worship and educational
- activities.

“During the 2009 year, the team has established a cleaning service, fixed various
items (snow-melt system, electric door, elevator/chair lift, etc.), replaced and up-
"graded light fixtures, assisted in the availability of the new projector and rear
screen, assisted in bringing the organ up to specifications, sealed the parking lot
“and replaced the blower motor of the office heating system. The team worked
closely with BPW in re-routing and repairing the sewer piping. A volunteer corps
*was also established to help with the care and upkeep of the church.

' During the next year the team hopes to re-do the parking lot, continue mainte-
nance of our facilities including the heating/cooling system, work with BPW to
bury the church power cables, replace and update kitchen lights, make repairs in
the gymnasium, and work on the Apple Trail path.

. The list of maintenance items for the church could go on and on and on and on

too many to mention. It takes an army of dedicated, caring custodial personnel to
“maintain these facilities. All ages and backgrounds are welcomed to be a part of
this quietly productive and vital work force. If you would like to be a part of this

“ministry team, please contact one of the committee members below.

-Rob Harrington 395-9439
Jim Allen 399-3475
" Steve Lundy 510-1737
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HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!
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Becky Gezon 12/3 Vern Houting 12/17
Al Kooyers 12/3 Phyllis Dalman 12/18
Mary Naber 12/3 Gretchen Fisher 12/18
Ranae Quillian 12/3 Joyce Harper 12/19
Randy Kalmink 12/4 Jim Allen 12/21
Eric Moker 12/4 Linda Allen 12/21
Emily Anderson 12/5 Linda Bruursema 12/21
Barb Stehouwer 12/5 Dan Kruithof 12/22
Marian Spyker 12/7 Bev DeKorte 12/24
Mary VanMalsen 12/7 Nancy Baker 12/29
Ken Borgman 12/11 Phyllis Williams 12/29
Milt Bos 12/11 Joan Hof 12/31
Chris Ponstein 12/12 Courtney Kooyers 12/3
Dale Wieghmink 12/13 Marv VandenBosch 12/31
Andrew Bedard 12/17




Trinity Reformed Church

712 Apple Avenue
Holland, MI 49423
Phone: (616) 396-6526
Fax: (616) 396-8513
Website: www.trinityrc.org
E-mail: info@trinityrc.org
Pastor: Chris DeGraaf
Email chris@trinityrc.org

! Our Call !

: God is calling Trinity Church to be transformed into an outward missional focused church :
I WKDW DGYDQFHV WKH *RRG 1HZV RI *RG:-V .LQJGRPRP®W®L

: and beyond. I

|

1 My Call 1

! 1

: God is calling me as part of the Trinity Family to intentionally: 1

1

: | Love God with all of my heart, soul, mind, and strength. :

: | Extend His love to those at Trinity Church and those in my relational network not yet 1

| in a Family of God. !

: I Use my life experiences, abilities, gifts, and passion to engage with people who are :

I not in the Family of God. I

|

- :

| ] I

! Your Consistory 1
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Elders Deacons 1

|

Jim Allen Rick Fisher :

Paul Bruursema Lara Helmus :

JoAnne Dykstra Del Kuipers :

|

Jeff Myaard Steve Lundy [

1

Ken Neevel Dan Kruithof :

Barb Stehouwer Gayle Scott !

Bill VanAuken Paul VanderStarre :

1

1

1

|

1

Please feel free to contact any consistory member with questions, comments or concerns
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