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ever since I delivered that sermon back on July 11.  I preached on the passage from 2 Peter 

1:1-8, maybe you remember it.  If not let me refresh your memory.   

 I began the sermon by asking for volunteers to place a mark on the whiteboard as a 

way to rate the effectiveness of your spiritual life.  Many of you came forward to place your 
mark there and others of you were making a mental assessment. It was both a challenging and 

humorous way to think about how well we are doing in our walk with God.  

 The passage begins by recognizing the precious gift that we have received from God, 

our faith.  Peter then encourages, urges, and admonishes us to take seriously the faith that we 
have received from God by adding to our faith the character qualities of: goodness, knowl-

edge, self-control, perseverance, goodness, brotherly-kindness, and love.  The passage con-
cludes with a guarantee that if we will possess these qualities we will be kept from being un-

productive and ineffective in our knowledge of Christ. 
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every effort to add these character qualities to your faith?  Have you been challenged by these 
words as I have been? 

 Here is what I would like to suggest. None of us ever arrives at a complete knowledge 
of our faith until we are at home with Christ in heaven.  Until then we are called to grow in our 
spiritual walk.  Adding to our faith the character qualities mentioned above.  We all have work 

to do in growing in our walk with God.  We do this through worship, Bible study, and fellow-
ship with one another.  I would encourage you as we move in to September to consider how 

you will make every effort to add to your faith.   

 The Ministry Teams of Trinity church are all working in a variety of ways to encourage 

you to find ways to participate in growth and ministry.  As your pastor, I would urge, encour-
age, and admonish you to consider what areas of growth are necessary in your life.   

 Keep your eyes open for opportunities to get involved and join with others in growing 
in your faith.  God will bless our efforts together and be true to his word that we would be 
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Blessings as you grow in your faith, Pastor Chris DeGraaf  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you ever wonder if efforts to help the poor actually do any good? Does there need 
to be more investigation into how you give than just good intentions? How can you 
truly make a difference in the lives of poor people? Which types of ministries should 
you fund?  
 
When Helping Hurts combines sound theology, solid research, foundational principles, and proven 
strategies that prepare you for Christian transformational ministry among the poor, whether in the 
local community or abroad.  
 
Churches and individual Christians often have faulty assumptions about the causes of poverty �²  as-
sumptions that many times lead to ministry strategies that do considerable harm to poor people as 
well as to themselves. When Helping Hurts addresses these assumptions and offers several princi-
ples and strategies for poverty alleviation.     
 

Come and learn about some practical principles that are relevant for any 
ministry context that will help you accomplish a fundamental goal in all giving. 

 
When: August 25, 2010 

 
Where: Park Christian Reformed Church �± 1496 32nd Street 

 
Speaker: Dr. Brian Fikkert, co-author of the book When Helping Hurts  

 
 

Evening Session: 7:00 �± 9:00 pm 
Session is for people involved with community efforts �±  

Non-profit organizations, volunteers, mission and outreach teams, small groups and church  
leadership. 

 
Cost $5.00/person  

 Books will be available for purchase 
 
A freewill offering will be taken at the evening session to support the Chalmers Center for Economic 
Development. 
 



 

 

End Of Summer Neighborhood Block Party Celebration 
 
 

Come and join in the fun!  Celebrate with our neighborhood the end of summer 
with a free food, games, inflatables, bingo, dunk tank and Christian Youth Bands.   
 

On Saturday, August 21 from 4 �± 6 PM, Trinity will expand our annual Church pic-
nic into a neighborhood block party celebration.  Bring your friends, neighbors, 
children, grandchildren or anyone else for a great time.  We will have several in-
flatables, including bounce houses, maze and bouncy horses, games for the 
young and young at heart, bingo for adults and Christian Youth Bands afterwards 
at 6 PM.  We also will be serving hot dogs, sno cones, popcorn, Hudsonville ice 
cream.  Best yet, it is all FREE!!!! 
 
This is excellent opportunity for Trinity to open up to our neighbors in a fun and 
exciting way.  Please come and make this a huge success. 
 
We need your help to make this a success.  It takes many, many people to staff 
this and help make it a success.  We have 1 ½ hour shifts for staffing games and 
activities or serving food.  We also need help setting up and tearing down.  So 
please plan to spend time enjoying yourself and also helping out!  Sign up at the 
counter near the office. 



  

HYMN SING  

 

 

Mark your calendar for a night of song on August 8, 2010, 

6:00 p.m. at Trinity Reformed Church.  The evening will 

include an old fashioned hymn sing with special music 

by the Trinity Men's Chorus.  Milt Bos will direct the 

group singing and Trinity Men's 

Chorus.  Ruth Klungle at the organ and Lydia Van Dyk at 

the piano.  Bring everyone you know for a wonderful night 

of praising God.  The evening will con-

clude with an ice cream social. 



Samantha Dannenberg 8/2 

Michelle Myaard  8/2 

Lydia VanDyk   8/3 

Eric Libby    8/4 

Scott Brower   8/6 

MacKenzie Koning  8/6 

Cal Overbeek   8/6 

Justin Wolters   8/6 

Ryan Libby    8/7 

Randy Timmer   8/8 

Leona Houting   8/9 

Jerry Lubbers   8/10 

Jerry VanMalsen   8/10 

Betty Oonk-Wojahn  8/11 

Kathy Bagladi   8/13 

Neal Kelly    8/13 

Dawn Schurman   8/13 

Bev Lubbers   8/14 

Renee Zerba   8/14 

Peter Bronkema   8/18 

Andrea Busscher  8/18 

Doris Welling   8/18 

Bill Zonnebelt   8/18 

Ed Borgman   8/21 

Betty Marcus   8/21 

Sandy Bedard   8/22 

Gabby Helmus   8/23 

Jason Shoemaker  8/25 

Marie Weighmink  8/25 

Muncie Boeve   8/27 

Jordan Newhouse  8/29 

JoAnn Dykstra   8/30 

Happy Birthday 

Dale & Mary Fris   8/7 

Jim & Karen Bos   8/9 

Randy & Brenda Busscher  8/9 

Larry & Lisa Kelly   8/10 

Hugh & Paula Wassink  8/13 

Randy & Sally Timmer  8/14 

Frank & Janice Pelfrey  8/16 

Ted & Muncie Boeve  8/20 

Ed & Beth Borgman   8/21 

Martin & Pat Trevino  8/22 

Ken & Sara Neevel   8/24 

Steve & Amanda Schurman 8/24 

Dan & Nancy Baker   8/30 
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Trinity Reformed Church 

712 Apple Avenue 

Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526 
Fax: (616) 396-8513 

Website: www.trinityrc.org 
E-mail: info@trinityrc.org 

Pastor: Chris DeGraaf  
Email chris@trinityrc.org  

 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another.  No one has ever 

seen God;  but if we love one another, God 
lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
 

I John 4: 11-12 


