
Connections           August 2009 

We are excited to have Rev. 
Chris DeGraaf, his wife Betsy 
and their three daughters visit-
ing us on August 8 for the all 
church picnic and leading us in 
worship on August 9. 
 
Chris and Betsy enjoy being 
outside.  Chris enjoys riding 
bikes, and Betsy likes running.  
Both Chris and Betsy grew up in 
West Michigan and have many 
family and friend connections to 
the greater Grand Rapids area.  They have three daughters, Natalie �³ 8, Olivia �³
6 and Zoe�³ 2.  
 
Chris is currently serving as the pastor of Fonda Reformed Church in Fonda, 
New York.  They have been serving the congregation there for the past seven 
years. 
 
The Search Team recommended to the consistory that upon their approval and 
after seeking the will of the congregation, we extend a call to Rev. Chris De-
Graaf and his family to be the next pastor of Trinity Reformed Church.  We look 
forward to our weekend together with the DeGraff family and encourage each 
of you to sign up for the picnic and plan on attending worship on the 9th.  There 
will be a congregational meeting following worship to seek the will of the congre-
gation. 
 
Thanks to all of you who have been praying during this process.  Please continue 
to keep the search team, Chris and his family as well as both churches in your 
prayers as we all continue to seek God's leading. 



Trinity Church Softball Team 2009 

Front Row:  Zack, Bryan Gezon, Brad 
Brower, Brad Dirkse, Steve Schurman. 

Back Row: Warren Kooyers, Ken 
Neevel, Paul VanderStarre, Ross Helmus, 
Dave Hoeker.  

Coach: Larry Gezon   

 

Thank you to the fans and sponsors.  We 

had a good season.  See you next year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       
 Joyce Harper is known by most of 
the Trinity family. As a matter of fact, 
most of us can't remember a Trinity with-
out her. Joyce has been a member of 
Trinity for over 36 years and is active 
here at the church in numerous ways. 
Whether it's giving rides to and from 
Trinity, serving lunch at funerals, helping 
out in the sound booth, or helping 
spread our Lord's message by delivering 
tapes of Trinity's service to shut-ins. She 
also is eager to lend a hand with fund-
raising efforts as she did earlier this year 
with the bake sales that helped raise the 
funds needed to send 18 of Trinity's own 
to Guatemala. 
 
    You can also always count on Joyce's 
name to show up on almost every volun-
teer list. She helps with Tool Time and 
what ever project they are working on to 
help those in our community who are in 
need of a fresh coat of paint, a yard 
landscaped, or a nail pounded. Recently 
she went down to Holland Rescue Mis-
sion with 18 others and helped clean, 
disinfect, and prepare the Mission for all 

of those that they aid. 
 
    Have you had the opportunity to take 
a stroll over our Apple Trail? Joyce was 
one of the members that helped put in 
the trail. 
 
    After the recent storm that inflicted so 
much destruction in and around our city, 
Joyce surveyed the church grounds for 
damage. 
 
    Joyce also is incredibly active around 
city in missions and community outreach 
projects. She can be found at the Com-
munity Action House on Monday and 
Thursday of nearly every week. She also 
helps serve lunch at Evergreen Com-
mons and even lends a hand with the 
taping of MACTV! 
 
    Joyce is a member who truly under-
stands the meaning of being missional, 
but more importantly, she lives out that 
meaning by loving and caring for her 
neighbors. 
 
-Joyce has been "Caught in the Act of 
Mission". 
 
(If you know of someone who should be 
caught in the act of Mission please let us 
know, contact Robert Reed or Lara 
Helmus. Or send a note, e-mail, or call 
to the Church Office) 
 

Caught in the Act 
Adventures in Missions  



 

FROM YOUR CONSISTORY 
 
 
At the June 6, 2009 consistory meeting we discussed several team needs.  Most of 
these are in the nature of manpower.  Every team is open to more people joining 
them in the tasks they have to make our church better in various ways.  Please 
read the team reports and contact someone as to where you would like to join them 
in their missional work. 
 
Search Team Leader Brenda Busscher was our guest and reported that bags with 
things to keep children busy during worship are on a table under the youth bulletin 
board.  Please return them at the end of the service so they can be refilled and re-
used the following week.  She also brought the consistory up to date on what the 
search team is doing  She invited the consistory to join the search team for a face 
to face interview with one of two candidates that the search team was considering 
for a call to Trinity Church.   That meeting took place on July 2, 2009 with 8 consis-
tory members present. 
 
Consistory has also been working with the endowment committee to finalize en-
dowment documents.  This team, like all our teams, has been working hard on a 
detailed, involved topic and has come up with good results. 
 
You will notice that a financial report of money taken in, given out, and deficit or 
overage will be given in the bulletin so that our members will know just where we 
stand financially during this year. 
 
Trinity is a great church!  To keep it that way the consistory needs your help and 
your understanding.  We need you to join with a ministry team on a regular or part 
time basis.  We need your help financially to keep our goals within reach.  Trinity 
will remain great only as long as we, the members, take part in the life of the 
church.  Please join us in any capacity you feel you can fulfill. 
 
 
Gayle Scott, Consistory Secretary 



HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

Samantha Dannenberg  8/2 

Michelle Myaard   8/2 

Eric Libby    8/4 

Scott Brower    8/6 

Cal Overbeek   8/6 

Randy Timmer   8/8 

Leona Houting   8/9 

Jerry Lubbers   8/10 

Jerry VanMalsen   8/10 

Betty Oonk-Wojahn   8/11 

Kathy Bagladi   8/13 

Neal Kelly    8/13 

Dawn Schurman   8/13 

Bev Lubbers    8/14 

Renee Zerba    8/14 

Peter Bronkema   8/18 

Andrea Busscher   8/18 

Doris Welling   8/18 

Bill Zonnebelt   8/18 

Ed Borgman    8/21 

Betty Marcus    8/21 

Sandy Bedard   8/22 

Gabby Helmus   8/23 

Jason Shoemaker   8/25 

Marie Weighmink   8/25 

Muncie Boeve   8/27 

Jordan Newhouse   8/29 

JoAnn Dykstra   8/30  

  Thank You! 
 
The People Care Team extends a 
�K�H�D�U�W�\���´�7�K�D�Q�N���<�R�X���µ���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
bakers who have provided homemade 
cookies on Sunday mornings for the 
months of June & July: 
 

Anne Vanderziel 
Linda Koning 
Mary Naber 

Shirley Vereeke 
Judy Mulder 

Lucille Kruithoff 
Elsie Kossen 

Lucy Jongekrijg 
Marge Rycenga 

Arlene VandenBosch 
 

Thanks, too, Marge Rycenga, for coor-
dinating the weekly treats for our Con-
gregation to enjoy! 
 
 
 
Nancy Smith would like to thank all the 
�&�D�U�H���&�D�O�O�H�U�V���Z�K�R���O�L�V�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R���*�R�G�·�V���F�D�O�O��
for this great need in our church.  Not 
only will they bless others, but they will 
truly be blessed as well.  We still need 
more callers, so if you think this might 
�E�H���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���V�K�R�Z���*�R�G�·�V���O�R�Y�H��
through you, please call Nancy Smith at 
335-2864 to talk about it. 



Our Call  

God is calling Trinity Church to be transformed into an outward missional focused church 
�W�K�D�W���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���*�R�R�G���1�H�Z�V���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
and beyond. 

My Call  

God is calling me as part of the Trinity Family to intentionally: 

�i�� Love God with all of my heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

�i�� Extend His love to those at Trinity Church and those in my relational network not yet 
in a Family of God. 

�i�� Use my life experiences, abilities, gifts, and passion to engage with people who are 
not in the Family of God.  

Your Consistory  

Please feel free to contact any consistory member with questions, comments or concerns  

Trinity Reformed Church 

712 Apple Avenue 

Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526 
Fax: (616) 396-8513 

Website: www.trinityrc.org 
E-mail: info@trinityrc.org 

Elders   

 

Jim Allen  

Paul Bruursema  

JoAnne Dykstra 

Jeff Myaard  

Ken Neevel  

Barb Stehouwer  

Bill VanAuken  

 

  

Deacons 

 

Rick Fisher  

Lara Helmus 

Del Kuipers  

Steve Lundy 

Bob Reed 

Gayle Scott  

Paul VanderStarre 

 


