
Connections           April 2010 

Why all the Attention? 
 

�,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���D�V�N�L�Q�J���´�Z�K�\���G�R���Z�H���J�L�Y�H���V�R���P�X�F�K���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���2�X�U��
�&�D�O�O���D�Q�G���0�\���&�D�O�O�"�µ�������� 
 
I would offer these thoughts.   
What we focus on in life has a way of defining our priorities, our actions, and atti-
tudes. As the church what we focus on ends up defining who we are, what we do, 
and how we view the purpose of the church.  Defining our purpose as Trinity 
church and our place here in the Holland community is very important.  When we 
�F�D�Q���D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G�·�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�Q���R�X�U���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O��
and effective.  We have this God given purpose for the church in Matthew 28:19-20 
�´Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age."   
 
�7�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���´�0�\���&�D�O�O�µ���D�Q�G���´�2�X�U���&�D�O�O�µ���K�D�Y�H���J�U�R�Z�Q���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���F�R�P��
mand and give us focus as a church body.  I value these statements because they 
clarify how we are to share the gospel message with those around us.  It is my 
prayer that you would write these words upon your heart and mind. Let them be-
come the foundational language you speak about the ministry of Trinity church.  
Take ownership of them and let them flow from your heart and life.   
 
On March 13, the Consistory had a mini-retreat here at the church.  We prayed to-
�J�H�W�K�H�U�����O�R�R�N�H�G���W�R���*�R�G�·�V���:�R�U�G�����V�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�����D�Q�G���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R��
�P�D�N�H���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���Q�H�[�W���V�W�H�S�V���D�V���D���F�K�X�U�F�K�������:�H���D�I�I�L�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���´�0�\���&�D�O�O�µ���D�Q�G���´�2�X�U��
�&�D�O�O�µ���Z�H�U�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���Z�L�O�O���J�X�L�G�H���X�V���L�Q�W�R���D���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���I�X�W�X�U�H������
We ask each and every person here at Trinity Church to learn these statements, 
live into what they call us to, and join with others in following God in mission.  As 
we seek after the heart of God, may he guide us into all truth and to faithful living.   
 
Stay in Step, 
Pastor Chris 



 
My Call 

as a member of Trinity Church 
 

Love  Love God with all of my heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
 
Extend   Extend God's love to those at Trinity Church and those in my relational 

network not yet in the family of God. 
 
Engage  Engage with people who are not in the family of God by using my life 

experiences, abilities, gifts, and passions. 

 
Our Call 

as the body of Trinity Church 
 

God is calling Trinity Church to be transformed into an outward missional focused 
congregation that advances the Good News of the Kingdom of God into the lives of 

those in our community and beyond. 



Maundy Thursday Worship 
 On Thursday April 1st at 7:00 pm, we will be having a special  
Maundy Thursday worship service here at Trinity.  Our service will 

help us to prepare our hearts not only to experience the importance 
of Good Friday, but will help lead us into the joy of Easter Resurrec-

tion. 

Easter 
On April 4th at 9:30 am, we will be having our Easter Worship 

Service.  Celebrate Easter with your church family here at 
Trinity.  On this special day we celebrate the resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ!! Take advantage of this special day by 
inviting a friend or neighbor to join with us as we worship.   

Easter Offering 
 This year our Easter Offering will assist families trying to send their children to Christian 

Camps during the summer.  Our church has a long standing tradition of supporting Christian 
Camping and given the current economy we know many of our families with younger child ren 
are struggling.  Through this offering we will pay 50% of a one week camp (with a $150 maxi-

mum).   

 Parents, if you want to take advantage of this, please notify the church office or Dan 
Kruithof by May 15 th.  Any undesignated funds at that time will be released to Camp Geneva to 
help with scholarships for other potential campers. 
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            Congratulations to the Wavecrest Warriors boys basketball team.  They had 
another great year of basketball, learning, and growing as young men.  Trinity 
Church has partnered with Wavecrest over the past couple of years to host the team 
for their weekly practices.  On March 11, 2010 we shared pizza, brownie sundaes, 
awards, and a great game of basketball with the team.  There were about fifty to 
sixty people who attended the event. The Wavecrest boys routed the Trinity men by 
seven points.  A good time was had by all who attended.  Thank you to all who at-
tended, helped out, provided brownies, and played in the game.  A special thank 
you goes out to Craig Steenstra for his leader-
ship of the team, and to Tony Peterson the prin-
ciple over at Wavecrest.  We look forward to 
working with them more in the future and to an-
other great game of basketball next season.  

Trinity Team 



LINN GANN   
Trinity-Sponsored RCA Missionary  

Report and Update - Sunday, April 11 
9:30 A.M. Worship Service  

and 11:00 A.M. Sunday School   
 The Church of South India (CSI) is comprised of over 4 

million members, most of whom are Dalits (people pre- 

�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D�V���W�K�H���´�X�Q�W�R�X�F�K�D�E�O�H�V�µ���������%�R�W�K���D�G�X�O�W�V���D�Q�G����

children desperately need education and skills training to 

break out of the widespread cycle of poverty.  In many re-

gions of  South India the rate of unemployment is 80 percent; 

con-sequently children are forced to work at a very young 

age in  unsafe factories or as domestic servants to help pro-

vide food  and shelter for their families. 

     As a mission consultant, Linn Gann builds bridges between the CSI, RCA churches, busi-

nesses, and individuals to provide    programs and services that equip and empower these mar-

ginalized people.  The key areas of focus are education to break the cycle of poverty, empower-

ment through micro-enterprise initiatives, skills training and job creation, and the development 

of projects that  promote a culture of mutual respect. 

     Linn directs initiatives such as the Give-A-Cow and Banyan Tree Tailoring programs, 

which create jobs and generate income for people who are unemployed or living at sub- 

poverty levels.  She also helps support development projects including the installation of 

bore wells.  These wells provide clean drinking water for thousands of school children and  help 

sustain desperately needed vegetable gardens. 

     Linn is the director of Mission Partners India (MPI), a faith-based nonprofit organization based 

here in Holland.  Started in 2002, MPI works in partnership with the CSI to build sustainable in-

�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�������/�L�Q�Q���K�D�V���������\�H�D�U�V�·���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��

experience, including work in Bosnia and Croatia training refu-

gees in micro-enterprise projects.   She  first traveled to India 

in 1998 to bring donations to Geegh Nursery School, which her 

great aunt, Mary Geegh , started as an RCA missionary.  Since 

2004, Linn has served through the RCA Mission Volunteer Pro-

gram as a business consultant to CSI.  Linn graduated from 

�+�R�S�H���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���H�D�U�Q�H�G���D���0�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���'�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q���,�Q�W�H�U-

Cultural studies from Fuller Theological Seminary .  

 



Intergenerational Mission Trip 

June 27 �² July 2 

 

�1�R�Z���L�V���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���W�R���J�H�W���V�L�J�Q�H�G���X�S���I�R�U���D���Z�H�H�N���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U�V���������+�H�U�H�·�V��
what the week looks like: 

�:�H�·�O�O���O�H�D�Y�H���H�D�U�O�\���D�I�W�H�U�Q�R�R�Q���R�Q���-�X�Q�H������th for Camp Manitoqua in Frank-
fort, IL.  This will be our home base for the week. 

During the week we will be serving  at a couple of different mission 

sites.  The first one, MorningStar Mission is located in Joliet. 

 

MorningStar Mission is a non-denominational organization dedi-
cated to relieving the spiritual and physical hunger of the poor. We 
do this by providing food for the hungry, clothing for the needy, 
shelter for the homeless and the Gospel of Jesus Christ for all. 
 
Ministering to men, women, children and entire families, Morning-
Star Mission has served the less fortunate of Joliet and the sur-
�Œ�}�µ�v���]�v�P���t�]�o�o�����}�µ�v�š�Ç�����Œ�������•�]�v�������í�õ�ì�õ�X���t�Z���š�Z���Œ���]�š�[�•��
through a one-time meal or a long-term recovery 
�‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�U���Á���[�Œ�������}�u�u�]�š�š�������š�}���}�(�(���Œ�]�v�P���Z�}�‰�����(�}�Œ���š�Z����
hurting. 
 

At MorningStar, they have a list of different ways we can 
serve.  From sorting and organizing donations at their 
�d�Z�Œ�]�(�š���^�š�}�Œ���U���š�}���‰�����l�]�v�P���•���Z�}�}�o���•�µ�‰�‰�o�]���•���(�}�Œ���^�:�µ�u�‰���}�v���š�Z����
���µ�•�_���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�U���š�}���������‰�����o�����v�]�v�P���}�(���À���Œ�]�}�µ�•�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�•�X�� 
  

 

�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�«���� 



�D�]�•�•�]�}�v���d�Œ�]�‰�����}�v�š�]�v�µ�����Y�X�X 
 
Another day we will head into the heart of the Chicago and spend the day at 
Lampstand Ministries. 
 

 Lampstand Ministries is a Christian outreach that serves the in-
ner city of Chicago by offering help and hope to people by provid-
ing them with resources that address their physical, emotional, so-
cial and spiritual needs. Lampstand Ministries strives to have a life 
changing reconciling impact by bringing the love of Christ to those 
who are looking for help. Lampstand Ministries exists first to glo-
rify God; therefore, meeting for worship and weekly service held at 
Garfield Park Conservatory. While working hand-in-hand with 
other Christian resources in Chicago, Lampstand Ministries also 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
groups and retreats, job placement services, and service projects 
and mission trips for other outreach organizations looking to sup-
port people in need on the streets of Chicago. 
 

As of right now, they think we may be painting at their site.  But de-
pending on what other groups get done before us, that could 

change. 

�(�D�F�K���Q�L�J�K�W���Z�H�·�O�O���E�H���E�D�F�N���D�W���0�D�Q�L�W�R�T�X�D���W�R���K�D�Y�H���G�L�Q�Q�H�U���D�Q�G���J�U�R�X�S���G�H�Y�R��
tions. 

�:�H�·�O�O���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���+�R�O�O�D�Q�G���R�Q���-�X�O�\���������� 

**  Cost for this trip is only $50.00 per person. ** 

�&�R�P�H���E�H���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���Z�H�H�N���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���*�R�G���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�������,�W�·�V���E�R�X�Q�G���W�R���E�H��

a great week.  Deadline for signing up is April 18 th.  If you have any 

questions, please talk to Sara Neevel.  Check out the websites also: 

www.morningstarmission.org   

www.lampstandminstries.com  

www.manitoqua.org   



LABELS FOR EDUCATION  

Have you ever noticed on various products the label contains a small clip-off graphic around 
�W�K�H���8�3�&���F�R�G�H���Z�L�W�K���D���³�&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O�¶�V���.�L�G�´�����D���3�R�L�Q�W���9�D�O�X�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���³�(�D�U�Q���)�U�H�H���6�W�X�I�I���I�R�U��
�<�R�X�U���6�F�K�R�R�O���´���R�U���³�&�O�L�S�����(�D�U�Q�����+�H�O�S���7�K�H�P���/�H�D�U�Q���´�"���� 

 

�7�K�H���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O�¶�V���/�D�E�H�O�V���I�R�U���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���K�H�O�S�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���I�R�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���W�K�D�W��
collect these coupons and then redeem them for athletic equipment, art supplies, and academic 
tools.   Pullman Elementary School participates in this program which gives them an opportu-
nity to acquire school supplies they otherwise would not be able to afford. 

 

Trinity would like to help them reach their goals more quickly, so we will be giving the con-
gregation the opportunity to donate these coupons to Pullman Elementary.   So, start clipping 
now and look for a designated container for your point coupons soon.   

 

�3�R�L�Q�W���F�R�X�S�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���R�Q���D�O�O���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O�¶�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�R�X�S�V�����F�K�L�O�L�����M�X�L�F�H�V�����J�U�D�Y�L�H�V��
�D�Q�G���E�H�D�Q�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���6�S�D�J�K�H�W�W�L�2�¶�V�������6�Z�D�Q�V�R�Q�����9-8, Franco-
American, and Prego products.  Some products are worth 1 Point and 
some are worth 5 Points.  

           Cel ebr at i ng 100 year s 
           �R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���)�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���� 

 

 
The year of 2011 will mark 100 years of ministry for Trin-
ity Reformed   Church!   We want to celebrate this impor-
tant milestone in the life �R�I���R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�������:�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���O�L�N�H���W�R��
be involved in the planning of events for next year?  We need your help to 
make this celebration a success.  Please join us for our first planning meet-
ing on April 13 at 6:00pm.  If you have questions please contact the church 



People Care Team News  

Thank you to our Café Goodie providers: 

 Beth Borgman     Jeanne Dannenberg 
 Deb Kammeraad    Marilyn Gebben 
 Joyce Dozeman     Amanda Schurman 
 Juliane Knap     Linda Lampen 
 Lucille Kruithof     Linda Koning 
 Lydia VanDyk     Marian Spyker 
 Marcia Myaard    

Thank You Very Much! 

Service Opportunities 

 Connection Café needs 2 or 3 additional people or couples to assist and/or rotate as host.  
This is a fun and important ministry here at Trinity. 

 Sunday evenings at the beach needs someone to host this event once in July and/or once 
�L�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�������$�O�O���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���G�R���L�V���E�H���W�K�H�U�H���H�D�U�O�\���W�R���S�L�F�N���R�X�W���D�Q�G���´�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�µ���D���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���V�S�R�W������

Then just sit back and enjoy! 

 All church picnic on August 21 needs some willing hands to help organize and staff this 

popular summer event. 

 Contact any People Care Team member (Barb & Bill Stehouwer, JoAnn Dykstra, Marge 

Rycenga, or Gregg Harper) for more information. 

Upcoming Events 

�ŸALL CHURCH POTLUCK DINNER  Sunday noon (note time change), April 18, immediately 

following Sunday School in the gym.  Please sign up at the information counter near the  of-
fice. We ask that you leave a telephone number to be contracted at so we can coordinate the 

menu. We plan to have a kitchen team ready to assist with any warming, heating or chilling 
requirements your dish may require.  Please plan to join together for a time of fellowship and 
food!! 

�ŸALL CHURCH HOT DOG ROAST  Sunday evening, May 16 at 5:30 pm at Trinity.  Come and 

join your fellow church members for an old fashion hot dog roast in the picnic/playground 
area off of the north parking lot.  Enjoy volleyball, the playground or walk the Apple Trail. 

Food and beverage provided! 

�ŸALL CHURCH PICNIC  Mark your calendar now, August 21. 



Trinity Reformed Church 

712 Apple Avenue 

Holland, MI 49423 

Phone: (616) 396-6526 
Fax: (616) 396-8513 

Website: www.trinityrc.org 
E-mail: info@trinityrc.org 

Pastor: Chris DeGraaf  
Email chris@trinityrc.org  

Betsy DeGraaf   4/1 
John Bedard   4/2 
Olivia DeGraaf   4/5 
Pat Bosma    4/7 
Doug VandeWege  4/8 

Jessica Myaard   4/12 
Megan Myaard   4/12 
Kathy Nyhoff   4/12 
Marilyn Brower   4/13 
Bob Koning   4/13 
Shirley Nienhuis   4/13 
Roger Mulder   4/15 
Stuart Emmons   4/17 

Ross Helmus   4/17 
Marlene Plaggemars  4/17 
Bryan Gezon   4/19 
 

Del Kuipers   4/19 
Kim Schrotenboer  4/19 
Wayne DeWent   4/20 
Hazel Dirkse   4/20 
Joyce Dozeman   4/20 

Al Nienhuis   4/20 
Chris DeGraaf   4/23 
Julaine Knap   4/23 
Shirley Perez   4/23 
Gord Kossen   4/24 
Judy Groteler   4/27 
Bill VanAuken   4/27 
Chuck Cherrie   4/28 

Jan VanAuken   4/28 
Randy Busscher   4/29 
Katie Stroop   4/29 

Happy Birthday 


